WBS Lesson Observation: Questioning and dialogue
Teacher:                                                                 Time spent in room:                 mins
Observer:   
Date:              
Period:   1   2   3   4   5

Year Group:   7    8    9    10    11    12    13

Ability:   High      Middle      Low      Mixed

	Feature
	Observable aspects 
	G
	S
	D
	n/a


[G= good, S = satisfactory, D = developmental need, n/a = not applicable this lesson]
	Teacher’s
skills
	Density of opening session questions, to engage S.
Use of closed questions, to focus on the task(s)

Use of open questions, to provoke thought

Bigger, overview, questions made clear

T. Distributes questions around the room, by S. names
All S., including shy ones, expected to contribute
Wait times for responses (4 secs or more)

Thinking time (e.g. in S. paired work) provided
S. Ideas and responses - used and developed
S. Misconceptions and errors explored

Reasons or explanations expected from S.
Long responses encouraged (maybe T. pauses)
Feedback to S. (evaluations) provided
Probes and prompts clarify or extend S. thinking

Praise and positive (oral) feedback given to S.
T. Responses are positive - eye contact and engagement

Confident S. speaking is encouraged

S. questions are welcomed

S. ideas & prior knowledge sought

S. understanding is gauged (not by asking general questions), and assisted

Calling out is discouraged

Lesson is not T. dominated
	
	
	
	

	Learners’
skills

	Attentive to T. questions

Attempt to answer, even when unsure (they have a go)

Listen to other S. replies, without interruption

Do not blurt answers or attempt to dominate
Give extended (sentence or paragraph) answers

Willing to provide reasons or give explanations
Willing to edit or amplify their remarks 

Do not ridicule other S. answers

Ask questions
	
	
	
	


