A Message from the Head
Parent(s) or Carer(s),

Key Stage 4 is a really important time for students. We continue to provide a broad and balanced curriculum but we now offer students the opportunity to express a preference for courses in which they are particularly interested.  We don’t expect them to be making definite career decisions at this stage but they do need to be aware of their strengths and interests and I know many of them are already looking ahead to the courses we offer in our Sixth Form, which will have a high profile in our new school. 

The Department for Children, Schools & Families (DCSF) continues to open up opportunities for greater flexibility and we have continued to respond positively, while maintaining a strong core education for all our students.  At the same time we hope that students will continue to participate in activities connected with the performing arts, sports and other interests.  Our Arts College status enables us to broaden the opportunities offered in this area of the curriculum, including GCSEs in three Performing Arts: Dance, Music and Drama.  These courses are all closely linked to our Arts College initiatives and there are increased opportunities to work with professional artists in all 3 courses and to use the Edge Arts Centre.  Our second specialism in Mathematics & Computing ensures that a range of additional opportunities are available in these areas. Mrs Caldwell, our Head of Maths, Mr Garnett, Head of ICT, and Mr Crook, our Lead ICT Practitioner, will be pleased to answer any queries about these. In addition, we have already provided information, advice and guidance related to the new Diplomas, which are being offered in partnership with Bridgnorth Endowed, Oldbury Wells and Idsall Schools. Our students will work alongside students from our partner schools and some will also travel to learn in another school. 

We hope that you and your daughter or son will take the opportunity to read carefully the course descriptions in this booklet and discuss together the best options for her or him.  Some of you will already have been given separate information and guidance about the CVS(Study Support) programme. ICT will continue to be a central feature of learning in the new school. 

If you have any queries or concerns related to a particular subject, please contact the relevant Head of Department.  If you have a more general query, please get in touch with your child’s tutor in the first instance.  The Key Stage 3 Learning Team (Mrs Horsley and Mr Pugh), Mr Bateman (Assistant Head) and Mr Renwick (Co-Head, Curriculum & Assessment) will also be happy to provide information and advice. Ms Fisher, Assistant Head and Head of Sixth Form, will be able to assist with enquiries about curriculum opportunities 14-19 too.

Our students know that we expect commitment and hard work as they prepare for GCSE, ASDAN, BTEC, NVQ or the new Diplomas. We want each and every one of them to achieve their potential and succeed in reaching their individual targets.  To help them do this, they need to make careful and considered choices in Year 9 which will support their individual interests and needs. We have created a curriculum which offers different pathways for students according to their ability and interests.  Guidance will be given to make sure that students tackle the right pathway, involving courses that will challenge them and maximise their potential.  We want to continue working in partnership with you to help your child gain as much as possible from these two years.  They will have increasing opportunities to take on responsibilities (such as those of Prefect, Senior Prefect, Junior Sports Leader, Student Council Representative, OSP Ambassador, Anti-bullying Mentor, etc) and to make a really positive contribution to the wider aspects of their personal skills and development. We want them to achieve but also to enjoy the next two years as they prepare for their future. 
Mrs P A Cooper
Head

Understanding GCSE, NVQ and                          the Entry Level Certificate 
What are GCSEs?

GCSE stands for General Certificate of Secondary Education.  A GCSE usually comprises one subject, sometimes two combined, usually taught for two hours a week over two years.

How are GCSEs assessed?
Testing understanding and skills is more difficult than testing knowledge.  Students have to show they can use their knowledge to find out information and interpret data.  Not all those skills can be tested in a written exam.  So, although all GCSEs include a final exam, many are awarded for a mix of exam performance and coursework or controlled assessment completed during the two GCSE years.  The style of this coursework is changing with many exercises using pre-release materials and timed written exercises under exam conditions at a later stage.  Science also includes modular exams in Year 10 and 11 that count towards the final overall grade.

GCSE grades
There are nine GCSE grades:   
	Grade
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	U

	Points score
	58
	52
	46
	40
	34
	28
	22
	16
	10


Grades A* to C are Level 2 qualifications and are roughly equivalent to old O-level passes.

Grades D to G are Level 1 qualifications and show that a student has achieved some knowledge, understanding and skills in the subject, but will need to gain more to pursue it beyond GCSE level.  

Grade U is an unclassified or fail grade.

There are some important result levels that students should try to achieve:

1. 5+ A*-G

2. 5+ A*-C

3. 5+ A*-C (inc English & Maths)

That provides the threshold to the next stages of their education/working life.
Making GCSE grades consistent
GCSEs are set by examination boards under criteria laid down by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA).  They are ‘moderated’ - that is checked by outsiders - each year, to make sure an A is an A, and a G is a G, whichever board or subject your child chooses.

Making GCSEs suit all abilities
To cover the wide range of ability among GCSE candidates, the boards now set 2 ‘tiers’ of papers.  The ‘Foundation’ tier will contain questions, up to and including Grade C.  A ‘Higher’ tier overlaps by setting questions across the Grades A* - D range.  In most subjects the level of entry for each student will be decided during the two years.  Occasionally the level of entry can be decided on the day itself.
· please note that a Grade C can be gained for ALL GCSE subjects on all tiers of entry
/continued........
Understanding GCSE, NVQ and

The Entry Level Certificate (cont….)
NVQ Level 1/BTEC First Certificate - What is it?
NVQ Level 1 and BTEC First Certificate, is a nationally recognised qualification that we offer as a course in conjunction with Shrewsbury College.  NVQs (National Vocational Qualifications) and BTECs develop knowledge, skills and understanding in broad vocational areas and Key Skills in Application of Number, Communication and Information Technology.  NVQ was designed to broaden the range of qualifications available at Key Stage 4, and to provide a challenging and demanding vocational option for students.  It would involve a one day release to College.  After completing a NVQ or BTEC at Key Stage 4, students can progress to Level 2 through the vocational route or transfer to other post-16 routes.
The GCSE points equivalent gained by students taking an NVQ course vary from 120 – 168 (see the GCSE scale over the page).  It cannot count as grade C equivalents though.
NVQ Level 1 in
(1)
 Performing Engineering Operations (Motor Vehicles)

(2) Hairdressing
(3) Beauty

BTEC First Certificate
Construction 

(It is hoped that students will start working on        BTEC First Diploma in the latter parts of this course)
Applied GCSEs 
Applied GCSEs are assessed in the same way as GCSEs but are often double award courses, gaining two grades (e.g. BB or EE).  They have an emphasis on relating learning to the world of work.

Entry Level Certificate
You will notice that some subjects include information about the Entry Level Certificate.  These are non- courses which are designed specifically for those whose needs are not catered for by a GCSE examination.  Such students require a form of assessment which is appropriate to their particular needs and we shall be advising them individually.

Entry level qualifications recognise basic knowledge and skills and the ability to apply learning in everyday situations under direct guidance or supervision.  Learning at this level involves building basic knowledge and skills and is not geared towards specific occupations.  It achieves points below those achieved by a GCSE grade G.
OCR Nationals
This is the natural replacement to the GNVQ courses that the school used to run.  They are graded according to the number of modules that the students manage to complete.  This can help them achieve 1 to 4 GCSE passes equivalent to A* - C (level 2) qualifications (see ICT and Business Studies).
Diploma
These are more vocationally related courses provided by the local group of schools and Walford College.  These courses include:
1. Functional skills in English, Maths and ICT

2. Specialist Diploma Learning

3. Project

This Higher Diploma package is worth 7 GCSEs at grades A*-C.  Careful consideration needs to be made of suitable subjects to compliment the Diploma.
The Key Stage 4 Curriculum

In Key Stage 4, students study a broadly based curriculum which enables them to continue and carry forward a wide range of subjects - this is their entitlement.  In addition, thanks to a preference system, students are able to take extra courses which are appropriate to their own interests and experiences.

In summary, all students follow the curriculum below:

· Science

· English Language & Literature

· Mathematics

· Physical Education

· ICT1 together with RE and Work Related Learning (Statutory Core)
· Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE)

· Weekly assembly 

· Tutor time– including mentoring time, to assess progress and set targets on an individual basis

· Preference Options2




¹ ICT.  All students will follow a short modular course throughout Key Stage 4 that develops ICT skills and covers the National Curriculum Programmes of Study.  This is included in the Statutory Skills section of the curriculum.  This module is supported by cross-curricular delivery of ICT throughout individual subjects.  (Some students will take OCR National ICT and will be able to use this slot to support their ICT studies)
² A separate form details the preference choices for you to discuss and consider over the next three weeks.  
We are running three types of day release course:

1. College Course (Level 1) – 3 subjects

2. Diplomas (Level 2) – 6 subjects

3. Work Experience – practical experience with no formal qualification.

There are limited numbers of places on each of the above courses.  We are trying to be open about the process and the more detailed individual guides further details about any individual course requirements.  On top of just the course details, you must give thought to:

1. Transport times
2. Mixing with students from other schools
3. Being taught at another site
4. Working with new staff
Quick Guide to                  “Knowing your Pathway”

 



People Who Can Help
Mr G Renwick 



Co Head with responsibility for the Curriculum

Miss C Fisher
Assistant Head and Head of Sixth Form with responsibility for 14 – 19 issues

Mr S Bateman
Assistant Head with responsibility for Information, Advice & Guidance and student support

Mrs M Horsley



Key Stage 3 Learning Manager

Mr S Tough



Key Stage 4 Learning Manager
Heads of Departments
English




Mr P Braddick

Mathematics



Mrs J Caldwell
Science




Ms M Lacey

History




Mr R Game

Geography



Mr W Thomas

Religious Education


Mrs B Sharrock

Modern Languages


Mrs H Mersh
Design & Technology


Mr H Ali

Art




Miss A Perry

Music




Mrs P Jaeger
Drama




Mrs S Newell
Dance




Miss M Bartlett

Physical Education


Mrs C Jardine
Business Studies


Mrs D Fone
Special Educational Needs 

Co-ordinator
(SENCO)

Mrs L Ravenscroft

Information & 

Communication Technology

Mr P Garnett

PSHE




Mrs M Turner

Connexions Personal Advisor

Ms H Johnson
Individual subject teachers will also be happy to provide further information and advice along with your child’s tutor.

Day Release Courses
These courses will take place on a Friday for the two years of Key Stage 4.  Many courses take place off-site:

College Course (SCAT):
· Construction

· Hairdressing

· Performing Engineering Operations
Diplomas:
· Business, Administration and Finance (BAF)–(Walford North Shropshire College)
· Creative and Media – (William Brookes School)
· Information Technology – (William Brookes School)
· Society Health and Development – (Bridgnorth Endowed School)
· Sport and Active Leisure (SAL) – (Idsall)
· Engineering – (Bridgnorth Endowed School)
Work Experience

This is a chance to do a vocational placement in a working environment.  The placement has to be arranged through school but can be originally organised via one of your own contacts.

The EBP (Education Business Partnership) have to do an assessment of the placement and ensure that liability insurance is in place before full agreement can be made.
C&G/CIBT Level 1:Construction
Course Description:

This course is suitable for students who have an interest in the construction industry.  
You will be learning skills in carpentry & joinery, bricklaying, plastering and painting & decorating.

It is a practical skills based course that will give you a nationally recognised qualification when completed. It may help you find a job within the construction industry. It will also allow you to progress onto a full time level 2 programme at the college or onto a Modern Apprenticeship programme. 

Student Suitability and Selection

The course is available to a limited number of students.  Students who are currently achieving level 3-5 at the end of KS3 are suitable for the course. It is not recommended for students who should achieve a grade C or more at GCSE level. In addition students who are a little anxious about the more traditional curriculum of 9 full GCSEs may find this course to their liking.  The course is ideally suited to students who may have already decided on a career in the construction industry.

All applications will be considered according to their appropriateness.

Assessment

This will take place in college using both written and practical tests and projects that continually assess your work. A final on-line exam will need to be undertaken.

Please note: Due to Health & Safety regulations you will be required to wear the necessary protective clothing and footwear. 

You will need to purchase a pair of regulation safety boots.

You will also need pens, pencils, ruler, compass etc. as you would need when in school.

Examination Board:


CGLI

Person Responsible:

Mr G Renwick
NVQ Level 1:Hairdressing
Course Description:

This course is suitable for students who have an interest in the hairdressing industry.  
You will be learning hairdressing theory and doing lots of practical hairdressing. This may include methods and techniques relating to brushing, combing, shampooing, conditioning, dressing out, styling, blow drying, neutralising, selling salon services, reception & client consultation.

NVQ 1 is based on a salon assistant’s role.  It is a practical skills based course that will give you a nationally recognised qualification when completed. It may help you to find a job within the hairdressing industry. It will also allow you to progress onto a full time level 2 programme at college or onto a Modern Apprenticeship programme.

Student Suitability and Selection

The course is available to a limited number of students.  Students who are currently achieving level 3-5 at the end of KS3 are suitable for the course. It is not recommended for students who should achieve a grade C or more at GCSE level. In addition students who are a little anxious about the more traditional curriculum of 9 full GCSEs may find this course to their liking.  The course is ideally suited to students who may have already decided on a career in the hairdressing industry.

All applications will be considered according to their appropriateness.

Assessment

This will take place in college and will include practical assessment, oral assessment, written assessment and portfolio building.

Please note: A set of brushes and combs are required. You may either borrow these whilst in college or you can purchase your own from the college.

You will also need pens, pencils, ruler, etc. as you would need when in school.

You are not required to wear school uniform. However, because of Health & Safety regulations you will be required to wear an ‘Elements’ sweatshirt. This may be borrowed from the college or is available for you to purchase for yourself.

Examination Board:


CGLI

Person Responsible:

Mr G Renwick
NVQ Level 1: Performing Engineering Operations
Course Description:

This course is suitable for students who have an interest in engineering and an aptitude for practical skills. The programme involves completing the following four units:

1. Working safely in an engineering environment

2. Developing yourself and working with other people on engineering activities

3. Making components using hand tools and fitting techniques

4. Carrying out routine servicing of mechanical equipment and systems

Student Suitability and Selection

The course is available to a limited number of students.  Students who are currently achieving level 3-5 at the end of KS3 are suitable for the course. It is not recommended for students who should achieve a grade C or more at GCSE level. In addition students who are a little anxious about the more traditional curriculum of 9 full GCSEs may find this course to their liking.  The course is ideally suited to students who may have already decided on a career in the motor vehicle trade.

All applications will be considered according to their appropriateness.

Assessment

Assessment is through observation of practical work by trained assessors. Theoretical knowledge is tested by examination questions that lead to an overall judgement of ability. It will also allow you to progress onto a full time level 2 programme at college or onto a Modern Apprenticeship programme
Please note: You will be expected to buy protective clothing and footwear for use on the course. 
You will also need pens, pencils, ruler, etc. as you would need when in school.

You are not required to wear school uniform. However, because of Health & Safety regulations you will be required to wear an ‘Elements’ sweatshirt. This may be borrowed from the college or is available for you to purchase for yourself.

Examination Board:


EMTA Awards Ltd (NVQ)

Person Responsible:

Mr G Renwick



Diplomas
What is a Diploma?
It’s been designed by employers, schools, colleges and universities to give you the skills and knowledge to succeed:
· On a further or higher education course

· In the working world

The Diploma qualification is worth 7 GCSEs (A*-C)
The Diploma is different to what you are used to.  It allows you more choice about what and how you learn:
· It’s a new qualification for 14-19 year olds

· Diplomas teach you about an area of work you are interested in
· You’ll learn in and out of the classroom

· Take part in practical tasks and work experience

· Each Diploma gives you the chance to work on a project, letting you put the skills you are learning into practice

· Teachers, local businesses and services will be involved in your course

· All Diplomas involve both exams and work marked by a teacher

What else does the Diploma include?
· A range of additional courses

· These might be relevant to your Diploma subject, or something that reflects your other interests and career ambitions

· English, Maths and ICT which you’ll need in everyday life

· Skills like team working and problem solving

The South East Learning Forum will be offering six Diplomas from September 2010.  They will be offered at Bridgnorth Endowed, Idsall, Olbury Wells, William Brookes and Walford and North Shropshire College.

What could I do next?
· The Diploma has been designed to allow you to keep your options open for the future

· You can explore subject areas without committing to a career in them!

Diploma
Business, Administration and Finance (BAF)
The BAF Diploma is a fantastic introduction to the world of business and is suitable for a wide range of career or further education opportunities.
The emphasis is on real businesses and real challenges involving Marketing, Finance, Leadership, Management, Sales, Customer Service, Corporate Social Responsibility and Communication.  Local employers and universities have designed themselves and is worth 7 GCSEs (A*-C).

You will have the opportunity to start up a business, organise events, and market products.

Where?
The Principle Learning for the BAF Diploma will be one day a week at Walford & North Shropshire College’s Shipley Campus on a Friday.

The other components of the Diploma will be delivered at your home school.
Diploma
Creative and Media
The Creative and Media Diploma equips you with creative knowledge, skills and understanding needed to progress in this broad industry.  It combines a number of disciplines related to the various sectors of the creative and media industries in one qualification.  This qualification develops creativity and confidence in your ability to think, question, explore, create and communicate.

At the heart of the Principle Learning for the Diplomas in Creative and Media are four core themes:

· Creativity in context: to encourage an awareness of the creative and media sectors;

· Thinking and working creatively: to develop expertise in the skills and attitudes that will develop and nurture your creativity;

· Principles, processes and practice: to develop practical skills and techniques that are at the heart of the creative production process;

· Creative businesses and enterprise: to equip you with the skills to support future sustainability as a practitioner in a commercial market place.
The principle learning will take place at William Brookes School
Diploma
Information Technology
· The Diploma in Information Technology will help you acquire knowledge and develop valuable transferable skills within the IT and telecommunications sector.

· The IT sector in the UK is fast growing and dynamic, employing more than a million people and offering plenty of exciting and rewarding careers.
· You’ll learn about IT through real-life work situations, including the internet, multimedia solutions and the use of technology in sport and music.

· In the first term you will visit local employers to learn about the use of multimedia products within organisations.  From these visits and lessons on a Friday at William Brookes, you will learn how to create and prepare different types of digital assets – audio, video, animation, still images, movies and text – and combine them to create effective multimedia products which fulfil an employer based brief.
· Over the two years you will also look at the e-economy in depth and the way IT can be used in innovation and project management.

Diploma
Society Health and Development
Society, Health and Development is a stimulating and fast moving course for students who are interested in people and how society works.  We think about four sectors: children and young people’s workforce, health, community justice and adult social care.

We discuss and examine questions such as: What sort of person am I? Do I judge people based on their appearance and background? Where do I get my values from? What do all the words like ‘equality’ and ‘diversity’ mean? Why are they important in society, health and development?

We look at a wide range of skills, such as: communication skills, ability to work in a group and independently; problem solving and research skills; thinking skills as well as developing the ability to see ‘the other person’s point of view’.

You will take part in computer simulations or working with an employer.  During the course you will meet with health care workers, adult social workers, community police officers and a magistrate.

The Society Health and Development Diploma will be offered at Bridgnorth Endowed School on a Friday from 2010.

Diploma
Sport and Active Leisure (SAL)
The SAL Diploma is a brand new qualification that turns the current way we deliver sports education on its head, as it will now be much more driven by employer needs.

This Diploma will give you a broad base of understanding and skills that are transferable across the wide range of sport and leisure roles and settings.  At the same time, you’ll be learning the importance of leading an active life through working with diverse groups, especially young people.
The Diploma in SAL focuses on three main themes:

SAL and the individual:

Looks at the importance of an active and healthy lifestyle, the science of sport and exercise and how the body works.

SAL and the economy:

Introduces the SAL industry, its relation to other sectors and its contribution to the economy as a whole.

SAL and the community:

Focuses on working with customers and the different requirements of specific populations or groups of people.
The SAL Diploma principle learning will take place at Idsall School

Diploma
Engineering

The Engineering Diploma at Bridgnorth Endowed is about learning a range of widely applicable skills and knowledge, set within the context of the engineering sector.  The course will cover a of range engineering concepts that underpin various engineering sectors:
· Automotive maintenance

· Energy and utilities

· Engineering manufacture

· Oil, gas, chemical and nuclear

· Passenger transport

· Building services

The topics studied include:

· Practical engineering and communications skills

· Using computer-aided engineering

· Routine maintenance operations

· Designing and making engineering solutions

· Constructing electronic and electrical systems

· Enterprise and technological advance
There are opportunities from team work, investigation, self management and independent enquiry.  Engineering will suit students who are good at and enjoy maths, science and design but like relating their skills to the real world.  E.g. the use of technology in theme park rides or using CAD to design an artificial limb for an Olympic athlete.
We also use competitions within the curriculum including the UK Rocket challenge.  You will be working with local and national employers as well as the engineering departments of universities such as Harper Adams.
Art & Design
Course Description:-

Students will use drawing, painting, mixed media, 2D and 3D work, ceramics and batik to develop their ideas for their GCSE coursework and exam unit in this subject.

Every student must produce a portfolio of coursework and an exam unit for display at the end of Year 11.  Topics studied are varied and include still life, landscape and cultural themes.  Students have the opportunity for an increasing amount of choice and independence in following these topics as the course progresses.  In most cases an external study visit is used to launch each coursework theme, providing a unique opportunity for the collection of visual references.

Students are expected to refine and develop technical skills during the course, as well as show ability to research topics in depth.  They are encouraged to research the work of important artists/craftspeople/designers during the course to help in their understanding and appreciation.

The course is designed to accommodate hardworking and enthusiastic students of all levels of ability.  There is a lot of homework!
Year 9 students who have opted for Art will have a course meeting and be set summer holiday homework for September 2010.
Assessment:-


Coursework


60% 
Terminal Exam

40% 

Examining Board:

OCR 
Certification:

GCSE: Fine Art
Head of Department:
Miss A Perry
Business Studies
The programme that is now offered by the Business Studies department is the OCR National Level 2 qualification, which bears a close resemblance to the GNVQ business qualification that was previously offered and was withdrawn.  The department had a very successful performance record when offering the GNVQ qualification previously and it is hoped that this new OCR qualification will follow suit.

This qualification is suitable for:
Those studying in preparation for employment in the business sector particularly in job roles where they will be expected to use administrative, communication and IT skills, liaise with customers, carry out customer-facing operational roles or for anybody who wants a general business grounding and wishes to pursue this subject at ‘A’ level.

Entry requirements

There are no formal entry requirements for this qualification but a good command of written English and a good standard of Mathematics are deemed to be essential to do well in this subject.  Generally, the department welcomes students who are well motivated and are able and willing to work independently.

Qualification structure
To achieve this qualification, candidates must complete a total of 3 units consisting of two mandatory units and one optional unit.  Students are able to take a further three units in the same time span, which will enable them to gain the equivalent of four GCSE’s instead of two, if the teaching staff determines that a particular cohort is suitable and capable to deal with the additional workload.

Assessment and grading
All units are centre-assessed and externally moderated by OCR and the assessment may take any shape or form that is suitable and will meet with the assessment criteria as produced by the board.  There are no timetabled exams for this qualification; candidates may complete units at a time that suits the centre.  The full award and units from this qualification are graded as Pass, Merit or Distinction.  If students do not meet the Pass criteria their work will be considered a Fail.  The grades Pass, Merit and Distinction equate to the grades C, B and A respectively.
This course will not be offered to all who apply and all applications will be considered by staff according to their appropriateness.

Examination Board:


OCR

Head of Department:

Mrs D Fone

Dance
Course Description:

This course focuses on the aesthetic and artistic qualities of dance and the use of dance movement as a medium of expression and communication in the performance, creation and appreciation of dance.

The content has been chosen for the way in which it enables candidates to develop knowledge, skills and understanding of creating and interpreting images/ideas/concepts embodied in dance development.  The study of dance works, including those of the professional repertoire, within artistic and social contexts, is an essential component in the development of this understanding.

Students need to demonstrate the potential to engage in a study of dance which is broadly based.  This includes the ability to develop knowledge, skills and understanding of performance, choreography and appreciation of dance to levels appropriate for the award of GCSE.  Previous dance qualifications may help prove a student’s achievements.

Assessment:


Unit 1 : Critical Appreciation of Dance;

 Written paper – 1 hour





20%

Unit 2 : Set Dance;

 Practical Exam : Solo performance 1-1 ½ mins

20%

Unit 3 : Performance in a duo/group controlled;


 Controlled Assessments : Performance 3-3 ½ mins
20%

Unit 4 : Choreography;



 Task 1: Solo Composition 1-1 ½ mins
15%



 Task 2: Choreography – solo/duo/group
25%










Unit total
40%

Examining Board: 


AQA
Certification:



GCSE

Dance Teacher:



Miss M. Bartlett

Drama
Course Description:
Students who choose Drama will be involved in exploring a variety of situations, emotions and ideas through group simulation, role play, script work and a range of structured drama tasks.  The main emphasis of this course is practical work - the disciplined and systematic exploration of the way words and movement can be used for self-expression and communication.  

In addition to improvised and scripted work in class, students will be expected to:-

· develop work for a more polished performance;

· visit live performances in local theatres.
· Reflect upon the ways in which performance is created and write about that in detail
Assessment
Marking is by two pieces of coursework (60%) and a final practical 

examination (40%)

Examining Board:




Edexcel

Certification:




GCSE

Head of Department:



Mrs S Newell
Design & Technology
Course Description:

All students will undertake the study of Design and Technology within a single material area.  The course will develop students’ Design and Technology capability through designing and making quality products that can be tested in use.  In addition students will find out how similar products are produced commercially in industry.

Students will be asked to identify three areas within which they would prefer to continue their Design and Technology studies.  These will be compared to assessment records and students will be allocated to the material area that best matches their individual skills and aptitudes.
GCSE Food Technology

This involves the study of food preparation and design for a variety of markets and customer needs, taking into account mass and batch production techniques. After a foundation year students will be given a free choice of topic for their final year project. Through the development of their own recipe they will design and make a saleable food product. In the past, students have been involved in the making of celebration cakes, Indian meals, and Italian meals.

GCSE Resistant Materials

This involves the design and making of products using the combination of wood, metal, and plastics. Production is an important thread which runs through the course, with links made between products that are made in the workshop and the outside world. The knowledge of materials and the processes used to transform them into products is essential in the build up towards the students working on their own projects in Year 11. CAD/CAM is an important aspect of the course and students are expected to gain an understanding of the processes and to use them where appropriate. Projects in the past have included a range of storage devices, lighting, clocks, children’s toys etc.

GCSE Textiles

This will allow candidates to specialise in designing and making activities delivered through textiles. Candidates are given the opportunity to follow either a fashion and accessories route or a furnishing route and will learn about and apply a range of manufacturing processes, techniques and technologies appropriate to the design and make process. In their final year they will develop their own project which in the past has included projects such as children’s clothes, cushions, and accessories such as hats and bags
GCSE Graphic Products

This involves the design and making of products that are developed through printing mainly using compliant materials such as card, paper, and board, but supported by resistant materials. As with Resistant Materials, the knowledge and use of CAD/CAM is important, as is an understanding of how things are made in the outside world. These too contribute towards the development of the student’s final year project. In the past these have included the design of board games, corporate identity (for example the re-design of  Hereford United’s logo and all that it is applied to, including programme, merchandising, team kit etc.), card model kits, CD design and promotion, packaging, children’s party kits etc.

Assessment:-

A single controlled assessment coursework design and make assignment, chosen from topics set by the examination board, will be assessed to provide 60% of the examination mark.  A terminal examination will make up the remaining 40% of the examination marks.

Examining Board:


AQA

Certification:



GCSE
Head of Department:


Mr H Ali 
English Language & 
English Literature
Course Description:
Although the two subjects must be seen as distinct, and are aimed at developing different skills, the AQA course we have chosen to follow aims to integrate the two disciplines as far as possible.  We aim to enter all Year 11 students for both GCSE subjects.

Assessment:
English Language
1. Non-Fiction Texts Exam

40%

2. Controlled Assessment Task

40%

· Extended Reading 

(15%)

· Creative Writing

(15%)
· Spoken Language Study
(10%)

3. Speaking & Listening Tasks

20%

English Literature

1. Modern Set Texts Exam

40%

2. Poetry Across Time Exam

35%

3. Controlled Assessment Task

26%

· Shakespeare and Literary Heritage
Examining Board:

AQA Specification A

Certification:

2 GCSE certificates

English Language and English Literature
Head of Department:
Mr P Braddick

French/German
Language learning is an important life skill.  Studying a Modern Foreign Language provides an insight into cultural diversity, helps foster social and communication skills and improves job prospects.  Many UK companies have commercial links with Europe and there are 52 French and German companies in Telford alone.

Although languages are now only an entitlement for some students at Key Stage 4 for the time being, we strongly recommend that William Brookes students continue with their language study.  The majority of students therefore carry on studying a Modern Foreign Language in years 10 and 11, aiming towards a GCSE qualification.

Course Description:

Students are assessed in the four skills of Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing. They complete controlled assessment written and spoken components.  A weighting of 40% is given to listening & reading and 60% to speaking and writing.

The themes studied are:

1 My World

2 Holiday Time & Travel

3 Work & Lifestyle

4 The Young Person in Society

Assessment:

There are two tiers of entries: 

Foundation level (grade G-C)

Higher level (grades D-A*)

Terminal examination (40%)

Controlled assessments (writing and speaking 60%)
Examining Board:


EDEXCEL
Certification:


GCSE

Head of Department:

Mrs C Crowther
Geography
Course Description:

The students study the following themes:-

· Physical systems and environments

· Natural hazards and people

· Economic systems and development

· Population and settlement

· Sustainable development

These are studied at a variety of scales including local, regional, national, international and global.

Coursework is currently marked as part of a continuous assessment scheme.  As part of these assessment units, fieldwork visits to Birmingham and the Longmynd are arranged.  There is a choice of two examination paper levels.  There is also a Sustainable Decision-making Exercise based upon an Environmental Issue.  This will be assessed in the Spring Term of Year 11 and involves them having pre-released resources.  There is a fieldwork enquiry which will be done in June/July of Year 10 and the Geographical investigation in September/October of Year 11.
Assessment:

Fieldwork enquiry


15%
Geographical investigation
10%
Examination:


-
Sustainable decision-making Exercise 
25%


-
Examination Paper



50%

Examining Board:



OCR Specification B
Certification:



GCSE

Head of Department:


Mr W Thomas
History
Course Description:

History teaches important skills in how to analyse and evaluate evidence, make informed judgements and present logical arguments. There are three topics assessed by examination.

Year 10

The Impact of War on Britain 1914-1950: This module looks at how the British government and the British people coped during the two world wars. The module concentrates on civilian experiences, in particular changes in the role of women in society and changing social attitudes. It is assessed in the summer of Year 10 and is a source-based module

The American West 1840-1895: This in-depth module provides a detailed knowledge of the real history behind the films relating to the American expansion of the 19th century. The influx of miners, farmers, cattlemen and soldiers onto the Great Plains of America is a dramatic story ending with the tragic destruction of the Indian peoples. This module is assessed in the summer of Year 10 by means of a written examination
Year 11

Government and Protest in the USA 1945-1970: This module looks at the civil rights movement in the United States that looked to achieve equality for African Americans. It also looks at mass protest and the use of assassination as a factor for change in the USA. This module is a controlled assessment module undertaken and completed in the autumn of Year 11

Crime and Punishment from Roman Britain to the Modern Day: This development study concentrates on change and continuity in the nature of criminal activity, the use of punishment and the changing experience of people over a long period. This module is assessed in the summer of Year 11

Links:
The Impact of War module links with KS3 and the work completed in Year 9 on the First and Second World Wars. The Government and Protest module carries on the story of the fight for equal treatment that was begun with the Human Rights unit in Year 9

Both American modules provide useful background information in preparation for the A Level modules on the USA and the Cold War. The Impact of War provides the starting information for the AS module on Britain in the 1960s. Crime and Punishment is useful not only for A Level History but also for those students seeking to study Law at A Level

Career Possibilities

History is useful for a wide range of jobs, including business and service management, the law and police force, government service such as teaching or nursing, careers in the armed forces, journalism and the entertainment industry

Assessment:

Paper 1 – Crime and Punishment


25%





Paper 2 – The American West



25%





Paper 3 – The Impact of War on Britain

25%





Controlled Assessment – Civil Rights in the USA
25%

Examining Board:

Edexcel (Schools History Project)

Certification:

GCSE
Head of Department:
Mr R Game

Information & 

Communications Technology 
Course Description:

We are currently offering the National Award qualification in ICT at level 2, which is equivalent to 2 GCSEs.  Students complete three units of work through a portfolio which is assessed internally before external moderation.  The only grades available are Distinction (equivalent to an A), Merit (equivalent to a B) and Pass (equivalent to a C).  Should students fail to meet the minimum required standards throughout each unit, they will fail as there is no safety net or lower tier.  It is an extremely challenging course, suitable for and targeted at students who have made significant progress in this specialist area throughout Key Stage 3.  The coursework relies on students analysing a situation for a user, designing a solution, testing the solution and evaluating how they did the work and how it met the users’ requirements.  Students need to complete ICT assignments outside of the timetabled lessons.  To do this they will need to use the computer rooms at lunch times or attend the homework club after school.  Ideally students should have access to a computer and the internet at home in order to complete work.

Students Suitability:


As the number of places are limited, students past performance in ICT, including extracurricular work, will be taken into consideration. 

Note:

Some extra time in their “Core” allows students to further study this area of the curriculum, but this is limited.

Assessment:

All three units are internally assessed and then moderated by a visiting moderator from the examination board.  There are no examinations on this course.

Units:

At present, we cover three units throughout the two years.  These are:

Unit 1 – Business use of ICT (organising folders, e-mail, presenting information, business documents and using databases and spreadsheets).

Unit 4 – Multimedia Products (Reviewing professional products, designing and producing a multimedia product and evaluating performance).

Unit 6 – Modelling using Spreadsheets (Designing and producing a spreadsheet model, using the model to sort and predict results).
Extension – for more able student, we offer the National First Certificate equivalent to 3 GCSEs.  For this students need to complete a further 2 units of work
Certification: 

National Award (equivalent to 2 GCSEs)
Awarding Body: 



OCR




Web site for further information:   
www.ocr.org.uk
Head of department: 


Mr. P. Garnett 
Mathematics
GCSE

Course Description:

Building on the work covered in KS3, all students study a GCSE course with nationally set criteria.  They will be studying for a two-tier GCSE:

· Foundation (grades C to G)

· Higher (grades A* to D)

Decisions about the most sensible tier of entry are left until late on in the KS4 course.

Students will be entered for the Edexcel examination board GCSE using their specification A, Linear, course (details of which can be found on their website). This is an end of Y11 assessment; there are no module exams.

Students are placed in sets, based upon their general KS3 performance. Potential higher tier students cover more complex topics from the outset of Y10. Normally a student will need to have completed the higher tier syllabus in order to continue to advanced level studies (AS and A level) in Maths. For the Foundation tier, students cover similar topics, to differing depths and all students are able to work towards a C grade, recognised as an important qualification for higher paid jobs by many employers. We encourage as many students as possible to work towards this grade.

There are two papers that will be sat at the end of Y11.  A calculator can be used for one of the papers but not for the other. Students need to have a scientific calculator from the start of Y10 to become familiar with the various buttons and calculation sequences. These can be obtained from the department at a competitive price.

Practice examinations are taken at stages in Y10 and Y11 so that students become familiar with exam questions and techniques. 

All students are able to obtain extra help outside lesson times for topics that they find particularly difficult. They should let their teachers know if they are unable to make reasonable sense of a topic during a lesson and are encouraged to purchase revision guides, a revision CD disk and practice papers (the department sells these at economical rates). 

Examining Board:

Edexcel (Specification A)

Certification:

GCSE Mathematics

Head of Department:
Mrs J Caldwell
Mathematics – Additional Course
TOP SET MATHEMATICS

A group of high attaining students will undertake a course leading to two qualifications, one will be GCSE Mathematics and the other will be a FSMQ (Free Standing Mathematics Qualification) in Mathematics which will be a course that will bridge the gap between GCSE and AS level.

The students will sit GSCE Mathematics in November of their year 11 and then the FSMQ will be sat in the summer.

Assessment:


GCSE Mathematics (Higher tier)     November 2011
                                       
FSMQ in Mathematics

   June 2012
Examining board:

EDEXCEL for GCSE Mathematics






OCR for FSMQ in Mathematics

Certification:


GCSE Mathematics






FSMQ in Mathematics

Head of Department:
Mrs J Caldwell
Music
GCSE music involves performing, listening to all kinds of music and composing.  It gives students the opportunity to perform with their peers and to learn about music technology.

There is one, 1 hour written exam.  Students listen to a CD and answer questions on five Areas of Study: Rhythm and Metre, Harmony and Tonality, Texture and Melody, Timbre and Dynamics, Structure and Form.  These are explored through three stands of learning: The Western Classical Tradition, Popular Music of the 20th and 21st Centuries, World Music.

Coursework:

1. Students will perform (sing or play) a solo of their choice.

2. Students will perform (sing or play) as part of an ensemble – two or more players.

3. Students compose one piece of music which explores two or more of the five areas of study.
4. Students compose one piece of music which explores two or more of the five areas of study which links to one of the three strands set by the exam board.  Students appraise the process and outcome.  Twenty hours of supervised time is available for the composition and two hours for the appraisal.
What other skills might I develop?

The course enables students to develop Key Skills in Communication and Information Technology.
What could I do next with GCSE Music?

GCSE Music is a good preparation for further musical study and a solid foundation for the AS/A Levels in Music and Music Technology as well as BTEC National Diplomas (in Music, Popular Music and Music Technology) and the new Vocational A Level in Performing Arts.  

Pre-requisites

Students will find it necessary to either sing or play an instrument competently in order to succeed in this course

Assessment:

1.  Performing:





25%

2.  Composing:





25%

3.  Listening and Appraising:  a recorded test:
25% 

4.  Integrated Assignment:



25%


Students studying for a certificated GCSE course are eligible for a 50% subsidy for Music lessons within school pertinent to the performance aspects of the course.

Examining Board:



AQA

Certification:



GCSE

Head of Department:


Mrs P Jaeger
Personal, Social & Health Education & Citizenship
PSHE and Citizenship is taught by a specialist team of staff for one hour per week, to mixed ability groups.  

PSHE covers aspects of personal safety & responsibility and gives information on how to manage risk within topics such as sex & relationships, parenting, drugs, alcohol and emotional well being.

The objective is for the student to be fully informed of the facts and know how to access confidential advice and support.

Citizenship is a GCSE examination course, we will be piloting the new full GCSE course with one group from September 2009.

Citizenship lessons encourage students to explore our moral responsibilities to local, national and global communities through issues such as democracy, human rights, the environment, prejudice and ethics.

Careers and financial capability help students focus on their post 16 options and to ensure that each student is aware of bank services, cash flow and how to budget.

It is important that all students have the opportunity to consider and discuss these issues although parents do have the right to withdraw their children from sex education lessons.

Certification

GCSE Short Course in Citizenship (Core Curriculum)





GCSE Full course (Optional)

All students will be expected to complete practical coursework of their choice with a Citizenship element
Head of Department:
Mrs M Turner

Department:

Mrs M Horsley






Miss A Simmill
Physical Education (GCSE)
FOR GCSE EXAMINATION:

Course Description:

This course is most suited to students who have previously adopted a very positive approach to physical activity and exercise and are keen ‘games’ players.  It is expected that students should be regularly participating in physical activity outside of school.  Students will follow a practical and academically demanding course.

Work for the written exam is undertaken within the classroom, although practical sessions are used where appropriate.  Students are taught key concepts and processes in PE, opportunities, pathways and participation in PE, developing skills/techniques/motivation, develop physical and mental capacity, informed decision making.
Much of the course places emphasis on improving students’ physical performance in a variety of activities.  These activities include Badminton, Hockey, Football, Netball, Rounders and swimming although there is the opportunity to be assessed in many other activities.

Students will be required to plan and evaluate as well as perform.  In addition, the course requires students to demonstrate the ability to coach others, and to understand the factors affecting performance.  Knowledge of Rules and Regulations relating to various sports will be required.

Assessment:

Practical Assessment
Practical Performance and Analysis 1


30%


      Controlled Assessment
Practical Performance and Analysis 2


30%

      Controlled Assessment
Written Examination 




40%
      ‘An introduction to PE’ – 1hour

20%

     ‘Developing knowledge in PE’ – 1 hour
20%





Examining Board:





OCR
Certification:





GCSE

Head of Department:




Mrs C Jardine

Physical Education (core)
Compulsory for all Upper School Students

Course Description:

All students follow a programme that requires them to select four activities for National Curriculum studies. They may select from a wide range of activities but numbers of staff and student ratios determine the final areas of study.  These activities are studied on three occasions each throughout the Key Stage with separate emphasis on participation, performance, knowledge & understanding and organisation.

Students are encouraged to improve their performance, knowledge & understanding and achieve a good level of participation in their activities.
In addition students study complementary activities.  These may include Aerobics, Ice Skating/Hockey and Golf as well as more traditional sports and games.  These activities are each studied for a single unit of work. 

Throughout all activities students are encouraged to contribute to the overall process of planning, performing and evaluating their own and others’ work.

Lunchtime clubs and matches are available for all students in 
Years 10 and 11.

Head of Department:



Mrs C Jardine

Religious Studies
Course Description:

The GCSE Course brings students into contact with the ideas of two great religions, Christianity and Judaism, and how they affect our lives, ideas and morals in Britain today.

The course is very much concerned with daily life and how religion affects behaviours.  It also includes the ways in which religion can affect people in Britain today.  Students are expected to debate and discuss a variety of topics such as Beliefs & Sources of Authority, Commitment & Membership, Worship & Holy Communion, Festivals, Personal Lifestyle, Family Life, Justice & Equality.
There are opportunities to visit places of worship and to meet people of different faith communities.

The Student’s personal faith, or lack of it, makes no difference to their ability to succeed in this subject.  It is a great subject for anyone who is interested in a career involving people: Police work, Law, Social Work, Nursing, Childcare, Education, Counselling are all areas that appreciate a knowledge of Religious Studies.

Assessment:



Examination – 2 exam papers






Christianity







Judaism

Examining Board:


AQA
Certification:


GCSE
Head of Department:

Mrs B. Sharrock

Science
Course Description:

The Science Department offers a variety of courses at GCSE to meet the needs of a range of students. We follow the 21st Century course offered by the OCR exam board. This course aims to provide students with a relevant course promoting scientific literacy and using science in the news as a stimulus.

The following Routes and Schemes of assessment are offered:

	Course
	GCSE Science
	GCSE Additional Science
	GCSE Additional Applied  Science
	Triple science

GCSE Biology

Chemistry and Physics 

	Internal assessment
	Case study and data analysis task (33% of final grade)
	Science practical investigation
(33% of final grade)
	Portfolio 
Standard procedures suitability test work related report

(50% of final grade)
	Practical investigation in each subject
(33% of final grade)

	Assessment
	Exams  in January and June
	Exams in January and June
	Exams in January and June
	Exams in January and June

	Certificate
	GCSE Science Grades A*-G
	GCSE Additional Science Grades A*-G
	GCSE Applied Science Grades A*-G
	GCSE Biology

GCSE Chemistry

GCSE Physics Grades A*-G


· Some students study 2 Science GCSE subjects in parallel over Year 10 and Year 11 (GCSE Science and either GCSE Additional Science or GCSE Additional Applied Science)

· Some students who take the College Day Release or CVS route study GCSE Science over 2 years

· Triple Science students – Any student who gains a Level 6 or above at Key Stage 3 may opt for this route.
Students who study two or three GCSEs will have options for further study of Science at Post 16.

The most suitable route for those who may study Biology, Chemistry or Physics at AS/A2 is triple science or GCSE Science and GCSE Additional science. 

Head of Department:

Ms M Lacey

 CVS (Study Support)
This option block is for those students who, for a variety of reasons, need extra time to support their coursework.

In Year 10, the students complete an ASDAN Wider Key Skills Award of Improving Own Learning at Level 1.  This is an alternative to GCSE accreditation.  It will be completed by the Summer of Year 10.  To gain this award the students will work on 2 units:

You and the Law:

An exploration of the legal system in England, which includes a trip to Telford Magistrates Court and visiting speakers.
St John’s Young Lifesavers Award at Level III:

This is a recognised first aid qualification, leading to first aid status.

These 2 units are verified by the production of an ongoing file of evidence.  There is no examination.

In Year 11, the majority of time is given over to coursework support with the possibility of doing ASDAN Wider Key Skills Award of Working With Others at Level 1.  This award is based on a file of evidence about tasks that the students undertake in or out of the school, both in groups and in pairs.
Entry to this course is by invitation only, given performance data and prior support profile.
Certification:
Certificate of Achievement in Geography,

St John’s Ambulance Young Lifesavers Award






ASDAN Wider Key Skills – IOLP





ASDAN Wider Key Skills – WWO





Additional PSHE

Course Co-ordinators:
Mrs L Ravenscroft
Glossary of Terms and Abbreviations
Coursework:
Work carried out in a subject that counts towards a final GCSE grade

DfES:

Department for Education and Skills
Examination Boards:

AQA


Assessment and Qualifications Alliance

OCR


Oxford, Cambridge and RSA Examinations

EDEXCEL

Formerly Business & Technology Education Council (BTEC) and University of London Examinations & Assessment Council (ULEAC)
C & G


City and Guilds, providers of vocational qualifications
AVCE

Advanced Vocational Certificate of Education
FE

Further Education

GCSE

General Certificate of Secondary Education

GCE
A Level and AS Level Certification (General Certificate of Education)

HE

Higher Education

IAP

Individual Action Plan

ICT

Information & Communication Technology

ILP

Individual Learning Programme

TBA

To be arranged
KS3

Key Stage 3; secondary school years 7, 8 & 9

KS4

Key Stage 4; secondary school years 10 & 11

LA

Local Education Authority

NVQ

National Vocational Qualification

QCA

Qualifications and Curriculum Authority

SAT

Standard Assessment Test/Task

TA

Teacher Assessment

Yr9

13-14 year olds; third year of secondary school

Yr10

14-15 year olds; fourth year of secondary school

Yr11

15-16 year olds; fifth year of secondary school

Yr12

16-17 year olds; first year of Sixth Form

Yr13

17-18 year olds; second year of Sixth Form

The answers above were all NO, then you must:


Choose 2 subjects from the ’Vocational Option’ block and complete them in order in the ‘Vocational Preference’ block


Complete all 6 further subjects in order for the remaining two subject preference blocks


PATHWAY Core - Check full details on pathways sheet


 








NO





YES





YES





YES





YES





YES





NO





NO





NO





Complete Diploma as 1st preference from the ‘Vocational Option’ block, naming the desired Diploma course.  Choose a 2nd vocational choice.


French/German may be compulsory and must be chosen 1st in ‘Block C & D’, followed by completing all further subject boxes.  


PATHWAY DP - Check full details on pathways sheet


 








Complete Triple Science in either the vocational or ‘C & D block.  Also check if French/German is compulsory for me by answering the question below). 


Finally complete all other boxes





PATHWAY TS - Check full details on pathways sheet


 








Complete CVS 1st in the ‘Vocational Preference’ block and choose a 2nd vocational choice. 


Complete the 1st choice  in  both `Block A & B’ and ‘Block C & D’ box with CVS and then complete the remaining preference boxes


PATHWAY CVS - Check full details on pathways sheet


 








Complete College as 1st in the ‘Vocational Preference’ block, naming the desired course.  Choose a 2nd vocational choice. 


Finally complete all other boxes on the form.


PATHWAY CDR - Check full details on pathways sheet





Choose 2 subjects from the ‘Vocational Option’ block and complete them in preference order in the ‘Vocational’ block.


French/German compulsory must be chosen first in Block C & D, followed by completing all further subject boxes


PATHWAY MFL - Check full details on pathways sheet





Do I wish to be considered for a Diploma course (LIMITED PLACES)


(Must be good L5 or above in English & Maths & good ICT)








NO





Am I going to take CVS (Study Support)? (invited Students only)


 








Do I wish to be considered for a College Day Release? 


(LIMITED PLACES)


 








Is French/German compulsory for me (School informs me of this decision)


(Must be level 5 or above on report)








Do I wish to/am I able to take Triple Science?


(Linked to ability level in Science must be L6+ by the end of year 9 discuss with Science staff)


 








        NEXT





        NEXT
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