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WELCOME TO WILLIAM BROOKES SCHOOL 
 
In September 2010 William Brookes School will be opening in our brand new purpose built 21st 
century school on the edge of the historic Shropshire town of Much Wenlock! We are already 
in our eighth year as a specialist Performing Arts College and our third year as a specialist 
aŀǘƘǎ ϧ /ƻƳǇǳǘƛƴƎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ !ǎ ŀ άIƛƎƘ tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭέ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ our 
specialisms, we are the 11-18 mixed comprehensive school for all young people living in our 
beautiful part of SE Shropshire. Our commitment is to provide high quality education to 
students with the full range of talents, interests and skills, across the whole curriculum.  
 
The curriculum is organised to offer a wide variety of challenging experiences, giving every 
student the opportunity to develop to his or her full potential. We aim to create a stimulating, 
active and effective learning environment that encourages initiative, independence, self-
confidence, balance and a sense of responsibility in all its members.   
 
The school is responsive to the requirements of students, parents, teachers, governors and 
the wider community.  We enjoy excellent relationships with our eight partner primary 
schools, three partner secondary schools in the South East Learning Forum (SELF) and other 
local post-16 and HE institutions, as well as with a range of industrial and business enterprises 
and community groups, all of whom contribute actively to the life and work of the school.  
!ŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ άLƴǾŜǎǘƻǊ ƛƴ /ŀǊŜŜǊǎέ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ-established programmes of 
Personal, Social & Health Education (PSHE), Citizenship and work related learning.  
 
Our Sixth Form currently offers mainly A level programmes to the increasing number of 
students who choose to continue in full-time education.  The record of entry into Higher 
Education (including Oxbridge) and employment is excellent and we are planning to introduce 
new 14-19 Diplomas in 2010, in collaboration with our SELF partners. 
 
The Edge Arts Centre serves both our school and the wider community. Look out for details 
of our current programme of performances, films, events and activities. The new school will 
provide many more exciting developments in the arts, with a new Edge Arts Centre as a 
central feature.  
 
The school has a very good record of academic success and personal achievement in its widest 
sense.  There are wide-ranging opportunities for students to participate in creative and 
expressive arts, sporting activities and a number of other extra-curricular programmes. 
 
Standards of behaviour and appearance are traditional, with an emphasis on courtesy, 
consideration for others and the development of responsibility, self-discipline and a concern 
for the environment.  There is a happy, supportive atmosphere with good relationships 
between students and our well-qualified and committed staff featuring strongly. 
 
Our school is named after Dr William Penny Brookes, who was influential in the launching of 
the modern Olympic Games.  He lives on in the partnership we have with other Coubertin 
Schools in Europe and the world beyond and he would have been proud to learn of our 
current success.  In 2003 we celebrated our Golden Jubilee Year, which included two royal 
visits, and we are now working closely with the Much Wenlock 2012 Legacy Group in the build 
up to the London Olympics.   
 

 
Mrs P A Cooper                                                                                             Mr G R Renwick  
Head                                                                                                             Co-Head 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
William Brookes School is a Shropshire Council co-educational 11-18 comprehensive secondary community school, 
with approximately 940 students on roll during 2009-2010, of whom more than 130 are members of the Sixth Form.  
 
The school was founded in January 1953 as Much Wenlock County Secondary School. In 1970 the school received its 
first comprehensive intake and was renamed William Brookes School. This was in recognition of the life and work of 
aǳŎƘ ²ŜƴƭƻŎƪΩǎ 5Ǌ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ tŜƴƴȅ .ǊƻƻƪŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇƛǊited man, influential in the launching of the modern 
Olympic Games through his contacts with Baron Pierre de Coubertin.  
 
The school serves a wide and essentially rural area, stretching from the South of Telford, including Broseley, to the 
Corvedale. There are eight main partner primary schools and a large number of the students travel to and from school 
by bus. There are approximately 60 teaching staff and 60 support staff. 
 
The school is situated in an attractive setting on the edge of the small, historic town of Much Wenlock, 12 miles from 
Shrewsbury and a few miles south of Telford and Ironbridge. The current buildings were extended at various stages in 
the school's development and they served the school well over a number of years. In 2006 we were delighted to be 
ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ό.{Cύ hƴŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tŀǘƘŦƛƴŘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ 
develop plans for a school that will provide a much wider range of learning and personal development opportunities 
and meet the challenges of 21st century education.  
 
The preferred design was selected in August 2008, construction started in January 2009 and the new school will be 
opened on the existing site in September 2010. We have been committed to prioritising the education of all our 
students during the 3 year planning, design and building stages and we have kept students, staff, parents and other 
stakeholders involved in, and informed about, the progress of the project and associated arrangements. 
 
Much Wenlock Leisure Centre and The Edge Arts Centre are both situated on our school site and they provide a wide 
range of additional facilities and opportunities for William Brookes students and the wider community, which will be 
enhanced significantly by the new buildings and facilities.  
 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎƳǎΣ tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ !Ǌǘǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǘƘǎ ϧ /ƻƳǇǳǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀ άIƛƎƘ 
tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭέ όIt{{ύ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5/{CΦ  
 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ά/ƻǳōŜǊǘƛƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭέ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ /ƻǳōŜǊǘƛƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 
across Europe and beyond, as well as with the Wenlock Olympian Society. This offers our students additional 
opportunities related to the worldwide Olympic movement, including representing Britain at the biennial International 
¸ƻǳǘƘ CƻǊǳƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ hƭȅƳǇƛŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Olympic Academy and they have also hosted a group of Australian delegates in Much Wenlock.  

Introduction

What I like about being at William Brookes School is the welcoming atmosphere and people. 
            Georgina Hanafin, Head Girl & OSP Ambassador 

 



 

 
 
ω To create a stimulating, active and effective learning environment that encourages initiative, independence, 

self-confidence, tolerance and a sense of responsibility in all its members. 
ω  To give every student the opportunity to develop to their full potential. 
ω  To be responsive to the requirements of students, parents, teachers, governors, the local community and the 

DCSF, to make working links with our partner primary schools, as well as with local colleges, industrial and 
commercial enterprises and community groups and to consult widely with all groups who are involved in the 
life and activities of the School.  

ω  To encourage all members of the school to feel a respect for and a sense of identity with our aims and values. 
ω  To offer a relevant, broad and balanced range of learning activities, that provide a wide variety of challenging 

experiences, carefully matched to the needs of individuals within the framework of the National Curriculum. 
ω  To create a happy, supportive atmosphere in which there is a firm commitment to a policy of equal 

opportunities for all, regardless of race, creed, gender or ability. 
ω  To help equip students to participate effectively in, and enjoy fully, their personal lives, their family lives, their 

working lives and their role in a democratic society. 
ω  To raise standards of achievement in each performing arts subject, through the increased quality of teaching 

and learning. 
 

 
 
ω  To extend curriculum opportunities in the performing arts subjects, including cultural, creative expressive and 

technological enrichment. 
ω  To increase take-up of, and interest in, the performing arts subject courses, particularly post-16. 
ω  To work in partnership with a wide range of school, business and community groups in the William Brookes 

School community and the Bridgnorth District Council, Shropshire Council and community arts groups to 
provide an increased number and range of high quality learning opportunities through sharing specialist 
facilities and resources (including specialist teachers/artists in residence). 

ω  To develop and disseminate good practice to share with our 8 partner primary schools and our non-specialist 
secondary school partner. 

 

 
 
ω  We are committed to developing a visible and distinctive mathematics and computing ethos within the school, 

communicating this to our local community, including industry and businesses. 
ω  To create a visible mathematics and computing/ICT ethos that inspires and motivates, raises attainment and 

improves post-16 participation in the specialist subjects. 
ω  To develop a mathematically and computing/ICT rich curriculum. 
ω  To address the needs of future citizens, as well as those of future mathematics and computing/ICT specialists. 
ω  To develop a rich repertoire of teaching and learning strategies to enrich provision for our own students and 

those in our partner schools. 
ω  To develop and disseminate resources and good practice to be shared with other schools and the wider 

community. 
ω  To work with relevant businesses and industries to establish high status vocational courses and work-related 

opportunities, to ensure that all students have access to appropriate pathways. 

 

School Aims

Arts College Aims

Maths & Computing College Aims

We are always being inspired to do better and achieve our full potential. The teachers here are 
always willing to help, even outside of lesson time!                                  Kieran Osborne, Head Boy 



 
 
!ǎ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ hƴŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tŀǘƘŦƛƴŘŜǊΣ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
developed a strong Educational Vision for the new school. Kier Moss is working as our Design & Build partner and we 
are also working with Ramesys as our ICT partner. The new school has been designed to provide: 
 
A TOTALLY NEW BUILD SCHOOL, minimising disruption during the construction process and providing 
transformational teaching and learning environments, including: 
 

 Safe and secure student environments  

 Top quality classrooms, group rooms and breakout spaces 

 First rate labs and workshops 

 State of the art ICT throughout 

 Excellent dance, drama, music and PE provision 

 Quality social facilities 
 
FEATURES 

 New external sports facilities  

 New Leisure Centre  

 New Edge Arts Centre  

 Conservation area  

 Curriculum gardens 

 Larger parking facilities with dedicated space for 16 buses 
 
THE TIMELINE FOR OUR DESIGN & BUILD PROGRAMME 

ǐ July 2008: Appointment of ICT partner 

ǐ August 2008:  {ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άtǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ .ƛŘŘŜǊέ 

ǐ September ς December 2008:  Public consultation, exhibitions and further development of preferred design, 
planning application 

ǐ December 2008:   Planning permission  

ǐ Early 2009 ς August 2010: Contractors on site 

ǐ August 2010:  Opening of new bǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƻƭŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭέ ōŜƎƛƴǎ 

ǐ September 2010 onwards: Completion of external works 
 
!ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƴŜǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

 

Our New School

I have enjoyed the fantastic opportunities to get involved in extra-curricular activities such as sports, 
the Duke of Edinburgh awards scheme and music.           Eli Crawford, Sixth Form 

 



 
 

 
 
²ƛǘƘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ ŀǎ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ hƴŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tŀǘƘŦƛƴŘŜǊΣ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ h{t 
Ambassadors meets weekly with the Head to contribute to the development of the schemes. They, together with a 
larger group of students, have contributed to a number of meetings, consultations, conferences, seminars and other 
presentations and will play an increasingly important role over the next year. 
 
The 5 transformational themes for the new school are: 

1. OLYMPISM 
Grounded in the historic legacy of William Penny Brookes and the founding work of Coubertin, Olympism 
draws on the pursuit of personal excellence. 

 
2. INNOVATIVE TEACHING, PERSONALISED LEARNING AND ACHIEVEMENT 

A sustained focus on innovative teaching and learning, harnessing the benefits of the new technologies, 
developing the practice of the school workforce and providing opportunities via learning pathways, for all 
to progress and achieve in an outstanding school. 
 

3. SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 
!ŎǘƛǾŜ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ р ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƻŦ Ψ9ǾŜǊȅ /ƘƛƭŘ aŀǘǘŜǊǎΩΣ ŀƭƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŜƴǎƘǊƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ hƭȅƳǇƛŀƴ ƛŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ ΨƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƳƛƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ōƻŘȅΩΦ 
 

4. COMMUNICATIONS 
At the heart of the everyday practice, to meet the needs of students and the community, to provide 
breadth of access to the curriculum and to exploit the benefits of e learning, thereby encouraging the 
further development of citizenship and personal development. 
 

5. EXTENDED COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 
An extension of the foundation of success, partnership working will strengthen relationships with and 
between all the communities served by the school, through opportunities in learning, sport, arts and 
culture. 

 

          

One School Pathfinder Ambassadors

 

William Brookes has a really good friendly atmosphere, where we are treated with a strong 
sense of maturity. There is a great opportunity to hold positions of responsibility and you can 
really get involved in school life.           Flick Hill, Deputy Head Girl & OSP Ambassador 

 



 
 

 
 

The Edge Arts Centre, which opened in 2003, serves both school and community.  It will be re-
created as a key element of the new school from September 2010 and will include a 
performance hall (with retractable seating for 250), dance and drama studios that provide a 
άōƭŀŎƪ ōƻȄέ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ млл ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ флΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ 
be fully equipped for theatre, film and music, with dressing rooms and full technical support. 
There will be a large concourse area, linked to art exhibition space, a small café (with a licensed 
bar) and further dining facilities. The music area will complete the Arts Centre facilities, with a 
music technology suite, with recording studio and a number of practice rooms and ensemble 

rooms. These specialist areas of the school will ensure that we can continue to provide a venue for an extensive range 
of music, dance, drama and other Arts events throughout the year. Separate fliers give full details of the programme 
for school and the wider community.  
 

 
 
The Leisure Centre has been based at the School for a number of years and has been managed as a Joint Use facility for 
school and community. Its facilities can be enjoyed by the school during term time and the public during evenings, 
weekends and school holidays. 
 

The Manager co-ordinates the use of a range of facilities for both school & public. The new Leisure Centre, which will 
open in summer 2010, will include:  

 a 4 court sports hall  

 a wood-sprung activity hall/gymnasium 

 a 25m 6 lane indoor swimming pool  

 a multi-use, floodlit games area for tennis (4 courts), football, netball and basketball 

 a synthetic turf pitch (STP) for hockey and football 

 a 200 metre polymeric running track, with 100 metre straight 

 a football/rugby pitch 
A full size cricket oval, bowls green and additional football pitch form part of the neighbouring Gaskell Recreational 
Ground and are also available for school use.  
More details can be obtained from Much Wenlock Leisure Centre by telephoning 01952 727629 during evenings, 
weekends and holidays or by emailing matthew.harvey@shropshire.gov.uk or visiting www.shropshire.gov.uk 
  

The Edge Arts Centre

Much Wenlock Leisure Centre

mailto:matthew.harvey@shropshire.gov.uk
http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/


 
 

 
 
Parents who are considering applying for a Year 7 place for their children are invited to the following events: 
Å Wednesday 14th October 2009 - OPEN EVENING: 7.00 - 9.00pm. 
Å Friday 16th October 2009 - OPEN MORNING: 9.15am - 12.00noon. 
Å Tuesday 24th November 2009 - SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING: 7.00 - 9.00pm. 
Å Monday 28th June 2010 - NEW PARENTS' INDUCTION EVENING: 6.30pm. 
 
If you are applying for a place at a different stage parents are most welcome to visit the school in order to look round 
and to discuss the individual needs of their child. Please telephone the School Reception to arrange this.  
 
Parents in our partner primary schools [Barrow CE, Brockton CE, Broseley CE, John Wilkinson, Buildwas, Church Preen, 
Christ Church CE (Cressage) and Much Wenlock] are invited to join the Head, the Key Stage 3 Learning Manager and 
Sixth Form representatives at a series of evening meetings in primary schools, or The Edge Arts Centre, for a 
presentation about William Brookes School.  Dates are available from Reception. 
 
During Year 6, pupils from our partner primary schools are invited to participate in a range of activities organised by 
the school, which may include: 
Å the Sixth Form Pantomime; 
Å sports activity days; 
Å Ψ9ƴŎƻǊŜΩ ς Performing Arts activity programme; 
Å musical ensembles and choirs; 
Å induction day; 
Å a sports morning; 
Å a range of performing arts events and activities; 
Å specialist Maths & Computing activities. 
 
All students joining Year 7 in September 2010 are included in our Induction programme. If we are aware of parents' 
intentions at an early stage, prospective students from other schools can join the full range of activities. 
 

Visiting the School


