
Please can we remind all students that the Exam season is now upon us?  We know that 

you will all want to move around the school as quietly as possible, in order to give our 

students the chance to do their best.  Thank you!  

The Edge 
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ñA good schoolò (with many ñoutstandingò features) - Ofsted Report 

Staff, governors and students are delighted by the 
conclusions of our latest Ofsted report, which was 
published on their website on Tuesday 12 January, and is 
available to view in full on our school website too.  It 
states that: ñWilliam Brookes is a good school, where 
students from a range of backgrounds achieve well.  Since 
the last inspection, students' attainment has risen and is 
now consistently high .... 
the impressive GCSE 
results over the past three 
years were sustained in 
2009.  This represents a 
considerable achievement 
given that, for most of the 
year, the school has had 
to cope with a new school 
being built directly 
adjoining its current 
buildings.  These factors, 
together with the school's 
excellent ethos and 
philosophy, good 
processes for self-
evaluation and action 
planning, demonstrate its 
good capacity to 
improve.ò  

As well as being judged 
ñoutstandingò in terms of 
student attainment, the 
school gained 
ñoutstandingò grades for 
a number of other 
aspects, including the 
extent to which students 
feel safe, adopt healthy 
lifestyles and contribute 
to the school and wider 
community.  The 
effectiveness of care, 
guidance and support, 
safeguarding, equality of 
opportunity and 
partnerships for 

promoting learning and well-being also gained top grades.  
The Governing Body was praised for its excellent role in 
supporting and challenging the school's leaders.  

Our dual specialist status as a Performing Arts and 
Mathematics & Computing college is judged to have 
contributed extremely well to our success through enabling 

us to offer an excellent 
range of cultural 
opportunities for students 
to participate in school 
and also to enable them to 
make an outstanding 
contribution to the wider 
community.  

The Sixth Form came in 
for particular praise as 
well, with its ñlively and 
purposeful environmentò, 
in which ñstudents 
develop good social and 
personal skills and 
become confident and 
articulate young peopleò 
who are ñextremely 
positive about the 
education they receiveò.  
The report refers to 
effective teaching and 
excellent leadership and 
management which enable 
sixth formers to make 
good progress, with above 
average attainment. 

Who are these two sightseers in New York, hiding behind their óStatue of Libertyô masks?  
Turn to pages 12 and 13 to see more photos from the recent Sixth Form Business Studies 

trip, a report from Jake Benyon...and the identities of our mystery posers! 



ñHappy Easter to all!  Make the most of the 
break before the real hard work begins!ò  

OUR NEW SCHOOL IS GETTING CLOSER!  
 

Construction report 

Despite the persistently cold weather during January and 
February, lots of pleasing progress has been made on the 
external works.  The cedar cladding is now mainly complete, 
as is the black render around the new swimming pool and 
the brickwork around the sports hall, plus white render 
around the back of the building near the service yard.  The 
limestone walling has been a long and demanding piece of 
work but is also nearing completion.  The whole school is 
beginning to look just like the original pictures we saw in 
summer 2008.  On the roof the main roof light around the 
ñpebbleò has been completed, with the exception of some 
minor flashings, and the last bit of support work under way.  
The aluminium cladding will be in place shortly.  Installation 
of the external glazing and associated ventilation systems is 
also more or less complete.  

Internally work is still progressing very well, with plastering 
complete to all areas and decoration is following on close 
behind with rooms now being prepared for final decoration.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE FOR YOUR ROLE IN 
OUR GOOD OFSTED INSPECTION REPORT - MAINTAINING A 
GOOD SCHOOL WITH OUTSTANDING FEATURES, BEFORE 
WE MOVE INTO OUR NEW SCHOOL, IS HARD WORK FOR ALL 
BUT THE REPORT RECOGNISES THE QUALITY OF OUR 
SCHOOL, OUR STUDENTS AND OUR STAFF, AS WELL AS THE 
WIDER COMMUNITY, INCLUDING OUR GOVERNORS. THANK 
YOU! 

We have achieved a great deal this term, despite the obvious attention on 
what is going on in front of the old school.  Staff have been amazing, 
focusing on preparing students for those key exams ahead in Years 10, 11, 
12 and 13 whilst continuing to contribute ideas and planning ahead for the 
big move across to our new building.  

Look out for an invitation to a special MEETING FOR PARENTS ON 
TUESDAY 11 MAY AT 18.00 when you can receive an update from the 
Project Team and learn more about the arrangements for moving across to 
the new school and how things will run in the autumn term. 

We are consulting with parents now on THE STRUCTURE OF THE 
SCHOOL DAY from September 2010 onwards, with a proposed earlier 
start and earlier finish, making way for more after-school opportunities to 
make maximum use of our fantastic new facilities. Look out for the letter 
and please do send back the response form at the start of the summer term.  
We are also asking you about some MINOR CHANGES TO THE 
SCHOOL UNIFORM (for Years 7-11 only), which have been put 
forward by the Student Council and One School Pathfinder Student 
Ambassadors.  We want to hear your views on these as well, as part of the 
Governorsô formal consultation process, which also involves the wider 
student body and the staff of course.    

Are you an ex-student of Wenlock Modern School or William Brookes 
School?  If so, the Friends of William Brookes hope that you are already 
aware of the ALL SCHOOL REUNION which will take place on 
Saturday 8th May ï see page 8 for information and contact details.  We also 
need Stewards so please also contact the FWB if you could offer help for a 
couple of hours on the day.  
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Thank you to everyone, students and staff, for getting through a 
tough term!  The cold weather and the wet ground made much of this 
term very challenging - with little outdoor play space, either for PE 
activities or for break and lunchtimes.  Special thanks to: 
ǒ the PE department for managing to do so well and for continuing 
to support our students in achieving considerable success, 
despite the lack of outdoor PE spaces; 

ǒ the Science department for continuing to teach lessons positively 
despite the many  interruptions from noise on the adjoining 
construction site, only a couple of metres away from their 
windows; 

ǒ all our neighbours, who have been so supportive throughout the 
construction project so far ï your interest, views and suggestions 
have all been welcomed and appreciated. It isnôt easy having all 
this going on so close to your front (or back) door and with the 
parking challenges that follow.  You will be pleased, but probably 
not surprised, to learn that Kier have scored very highly on the 
Considerate Constructors Scheme;   

ǒ the Gaskell Recreation Ground Board of Management for 
enabling our students to spill out onto the top of their field during 
break and lunchtimes, when fine, so that students can have a 
grass area on which to relax and play.  

The mock exams came and went, giving many of our students a bit of a 
ñkickò, making them realise just how much work is involved in achieving 
those good results that they are capable of.  Parent attendance at year group 
PARENTSô CONSULTATION EVENINGS and PARENTSô 
SEMINARS has not been quite as high as we had hoped and we are keen to 
learn more about what parents want most in this respect.  Is the timing of the 
consultation evenings right (16:30 ï 19:00)?  Maybe you feel that the annual 
Target Setting Day appointment with Tutors is enough?  We donôt believe so 
ourselves, as we believe parents should have the opportunity to meet with a 
number of their childrenô specialist subject teachers as well, but maybe you 
think differently?  Do let us know.  

Finally, the fact that our existing school is looking more than a little shabby 
at times doesnôt mean that we want anything else to slip.  Please help us in 
maintaining high standards in school uniform in the term ahead, high levels 
of attendance (holidays in term time are hardly ever authorised) and high 
standards of coursework and homework.   

Second fix joinery is well under way with skirting, architraves 
and doors being fitted.  Glazing to the internal screens has 
also been completed.  Elsewhere the vinyl floor finish is being 
fitted to all toilet areas and any specialist rooms that are to 
have fixed furniture.  Hard tiling is also progressing and much 
of the sanitary ware has been installed.  The mechanical and 
electrical installations are also making good progress with 2nd 
fix items with electrical face plates being fitted and radiators 
hung.  The main incoming LV switch panel has also been 
made live. 

The swimming pool óshellô has undergone a water test and 
been drained again.  Tiling to the pool is well under way and 
the decoration of the range of wet and dry changing rooms 
throughout the Leisure Centre is going well.  Work has also 
progressed with the construction of outstanding internal walls 
which have now being closed off and plastered.  The 
decorator is making progress in all areas that are plastered, 
including the main sports hall walls that are receiving 
specialist treatment,   

From December 2009..... 

to March 2010..... 

    to August2010!  



 

CONTACTING THE SCHOOL 
 

The School Office is open between 8.00 and  
16.30 Monday to Thursday, closing at 16.00 on 

Friday. 
Telephone: 01952-727606 

 

Receptionists : Mrs Debbie Hayward 
and Ms Becky Haddon-Gill 

 

Other Reception staff:  Mrs Kim Cooke 
Mrs Janine Lye and Ms Raj Sahota 

 

The School fax number is 01952-728289. 
e-mail address is admin@williambrookes.shropshire.sch.uk  

website:  http://www.williambrookesschool.co.uk/ 
 

Our automated service will ask you to press 1 if you are 
reporting a studentôs absence; pressing 2 will give you details 
of current events in school.  You may still, of course, hold if 

you wish to speak to a member of staff. 
 

Please remember that it is unlikely that you will be able to 
speak to a member of teaching staff immediately except 
during morning and lunch breaks (11.00 to 11.20 or 12.40 to 
13.40).  There are also after-school meetings at 15.50 so you 
might not immediately get through to a teacher then.  
Receptionists will, however, be pleased to take your 
message and pass that on as soon as possible.  

 

In most cases parents will need to ask for the tutor or 
subject teacher.  For some matters it may be more 

appropriate to speak to the Key Stage Manager/Head of 
Department/SENCO/Inclusion Manager.  If you feel that 
you need to speak to a member of the Leadership Team 
please tell the Receptionist and she will try to make the 
appropriate contact or arrange for you to be called back as 

soon as possible. 
3 

If you have an urgent message to pass on to a student, 
please make the urgency clear to the Receptionist and she 
will ensure that the message is taken to your child 

without delay.   

Parents - please remind  
your child/ren that CHEWING GUM IS NOT 

ALLOWED IN SCHOOL. 
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Parents!  Donôt make it easy 
for your child to lose track of 

costly school items!  Please make sure that all your 
childôs clothing and equipment is clearly marked 

with his/her name!  
 

Items are often mislaid, and the schoolôs Reception office 
staff regularly find themselves inundated with mounds of 
coats, shoes and bags, etc., often with no indication as to 
whom they belong.  Following Shropshire Council guidelines, 
all un-named and unclaimed items are disposed of one 

month after they are found. 

Lost Property  

Staffing News 
 

Congratulations to Ms Greatortex 
(Science) on the birth of her son Eden.  He 
has already visited WBS! 
 

Our good wishes go to Mrs Keen (Science) 
and Miss Simmill (D&T) who are both on long-term sick 
leave at the moment.  
 

This term, we have welcomed the following new members of 
staff: 
 

Mr S Price Teacher of Maths and Tutor of London 3 
Mr G Llewellyn Teacher of History and Tutor of Beijing 1 
 

Mr T Carter is now working as Teacher of Science and 
Maths, and student teacher Mr S Anderson continued in our 
Music Department.  Mr A Laycock is leaving the Science 
Department and Mrs R Bennett has joined us for the 
Summer Term.  Ms J Kelly, Teaching Assistant, leaves us to 
take up a position within Telford & Wrekin.   

Year 10 Work Experience  
 

All Year 10 students should now be well into arranging 

their Work Experience placements for September. 

Remember the deadline for returning the Placement Form 

is Friday 11 th  June 2010.  
All students will have had February Half Term, the Easter 

Holidays and May Half Term to arrange a placement; 

however, if any students are having difficulties making 

this deadline please see Miss J Brown or Mrs S Williams as 

a matter of urgency.  
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        continuedé. 
 

External Works 

I am pleased to report that the new 
artificial turf pitch was handed over to us on Wednesday 10th 
February and is already being used regularly both for PE 
lessons and as part of the Leisure Centre programme of 
activities in community use time.  

Elsewhere work is progressing with the completion of the 
finishes around the service yard area as well as preparation 
ready for finishes to the curriculum garden area. 

Turf has been laid to a number of areas in front of the school 
around the running track and artificial turf pitch.  It is all 
beginning to look like the end is in sight but we wonôt have the 
full use of all the external sports facilities until 2011, as we will 
be using what will be the rugby pitch as our car park next 
autumn and the 4-court, floodlit multi-use games area will not 
be created until the old buildings are demolished.  

Student views 

OSP Student Ambassadors and representatives from the 
Year 11 and the 
Student 
Council visited 
the new school 
on 26 March, 
with the Head 
and the Kier 
Project 
Manager, Chris 
Watkins.  They 
saw for 
themselves the 
progress that 
has been made 
recently.  ñItôs 
amazing!ò said 
one.  ñItôs so light! And the pool and sports facilities are 
brilliant!ò  ñI canôt wait to move inò was the general response. 

Year 11 students were keen to view the new Sixth Form 
facilities and approved enthusiastically the new Sixth Form 
study area, which looks out onto the art terrace, the new Caf® 
Six, the range of seminar rooms and the common room, 
which is close to the main Library.  

They think there will be a lot of use of the new fitness suite, 
which overlooks the sports hall, and the swimming pool and 
those who are keen performing arts students were particularly 
impressed by the specialist performance studios.  



Looking for a good book? 
 

Try ñDrowned Wednesdayò by Garth Nix, recommended 
in this review from Year 10 student Calum Sullivan: 
 

ñThis book is the third in the óKeys to the Kingdomô fantasy series 
and tells the story of a mortal boy called Arthur Penhaligon who, 
with his friend Leaf, gets swept to the Border Sea, in the House, a 
place all the Universe revolves around.  Following his broken leg 
in Grim Tuesdays' Pit it look like Arthur 
needs all the help he can get.  And with a 
whale and a Immortal pirate to defeat, it 
looks like Arthur has to find the Third 
Key and the Third part of the Great Will 
of the Architect before he becomes 
overpowered.  I would rate this book 
10/10.  You can borrow this book and all 
the others in the series from our school 
Library.ò 

TRAVELLING TO SCHOOL BY CAR 
 

Please remember that the drop-off point for students travelling by 
car is the bottom of the playing fields on Station Rd.  The car park 
area gets extremely busy with buses and it is not safe for students to 

walk across their paths to and from cars. 

J L EDWARDS 
MEMORIAL TRUST AWARDS 2010 

 

Congratulations to the following students who have been selected for an award this year: 
 

Sixth Form students Tom Jennings, Sam Lamplugh, Josh Slater and Sam Wood 
Ã100 towards a student-led independent theatre production of The Pillowman by Martin McDonagh. 
 

Alice Sidebottom, Y8 A4 
Ã100 towards the cost of skiing in Switzerland with Guides from across the country. 
 

Hannah Vicente, Y8 S7 
Ã100 to produce four canvas paintings, representing the Houses of the new school: Athens, Beijing, London and Sydney.  The 
paintings will be displayed in the new school as part of our Olympic celebrations. 
 

Claire Crossley, Oliver Austin, James Good and Simon Bellows 
Ã100 each towards the costs of attending the World Scout Jamboree in Sweden. 
 

Georgina Montague and Lauryn Jones, both Year 8 
Ã50 to tour the 2012 Olympic site in London. 
 

Sixth Form student Rebecca Lefroy 
Ã100 towards the costs of participating in a 3-day medical course at Nottingham University to provide her with experience and 
knowledge for her degree in medicine. 
 

London 5 Tutor Group 
Ã200 to climb Snowdon together as a whole Tutor Group this summer. 

 
The idea of the Trust is to ensure that the original motto of the school that has now become William Brookes School lives on in 
the deeds and actions of its students.  This was Courtesy, Enterprise and Endeavour; three things that Headmaster of Wenlock 
Modern School, Jack Edwards, valued very highly, and wanted to encourage in the students who attended his school. 

¶ Courtesy ï being courteous ï means being polite, kind and considerate in your manner and approach to other people. 

¶ Enterprise ï being enterprising ï means showing initiative, courage and imagination in what you do and the way that you do 
it. 

¶ Endeavour ï means that you will always be committed to working hard for whatever goal you are aiming to achieve, and 

that you plan your activities in detail so that you can overcome any potential problems that could stop you achieving your 
goal. 

Taken together the motto still represents the best of what we hope young people 
will aspire to in their thoughts, words and actions. 

 

The Trust has now been in place for 42 years.  Funds have been raised with regular appeals which have led to donations from 
private individuals and community organisations.  Each year in March the Trust meets to select a number of schemes put 
forward by students to fund, and in the following November the Trust meets again at the school to hear how successful the 
funded schemes have been. 

Students who are successful in their applications to the Trust have thought about what they want to do and why they want to do 
it.  The aim of the schemes put forward offer students the opportunity to be supported in something that they would not 
otherwise be able to undertake, with the aim of improving and developing their characteristics in respect of Courtesy, Enterprise 
and Endeavour. 
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Supermarket vouchers for schools  
 

Sainsburyõs are currently issuing ôActive Kidsõ vouchers, 

and we would be very grateful if you could send any that 

you receive to William Brookes School.  Please ask all 

family and friends to collect on our behalf.  Vouchers 

may either be sent in to Mrs Brown at school, or posted 

in the special box in Reception.   

We are also collecting Tesco vouchers.  Thank you! 



Learning a foreign language can have huge benefits.  It can 
provide you with the opportunity to meet new people and 
make new friends.  Just think of the Year 9 French Exchange 
ï many of you will have taken part in the Exchange not only 
this year but in previous years.  A lot of students have 
developed firm friendships and remained in contact with their 
Exchange partners.  Those who have not taken part in the 
Exchange will still have had the opportunity to meet our 
French partners whilst they were in school.  Students 
remember their experience years later ï even if they have not 
continued to study a language.   

Learning another language can provide opportunities for 
travel, to learn about other cultures, to have new experiences 
and to broaden horizons.  Just knowing a few words and 
phrases in another language can make a huge difference ï 
people really appreciate the fact that you have made the effort 
to speak to them in their own language, particularly if you are 
a visitor in their country.  

Think also of the financial benefits of learning a foreign 
language ï this important skill could help you to gain 
recognition and promotion at work.  It can increase sales, 
open up new business opportunities and provide your 
customers with a better service.  You could increase your 
employment and job opportunities and be paid to travel 
around the world!  Speaking more than one language is a skill 
which will increase your marketability ï employers tend to 
prefer candidates who can speak one or more foreign 
languages.   

Studying a foreign language can help to increase other skills 
such as problem solving and memory.  It is a fantastic way to 
communicate with people from other countries and cultures 
and can be great fun.            - Madame Mersh 

 

Madame Skinner has recently been putting an idiomatic 
French phrase in the student bulletin every week.  
Hereôs how to say: 

He went sprawling!  (Il est tomb® les quatre fers en lôair!) 

I wasnôt born yesterday!  (Je ne suis pas tomb® de la 
derni¯re pluie!) 

Itôs raining cats and dogs  (Il pleut des cordes) 

Itôs a piece of cake  (Côest simple comme bonjour) 

YEAR 9 

FRENCH EXCHANGE 
 

Mme Ellison reports... 
 

36 French exchange students arrived in Much Wenlock on 

24 th  March, to take part in our well -established annual 

Year 9 Exchange between the two schools.  They were 

accompanied by 3 members of staff -  Mireille Nicault, 

Gerard Regnier and Myriam Fouasse.  The students have 

been very well looked after by our Year 9 hosts and their 

families, to whom weõre very grateful for the kind 

hospitality they offered.  During their stay in Shropshire, 

our visitors have had a wonderful time visiting Much 

Wenlock , Ludlow, Ironbridge, Blists Hill and Shrewsbury .  

They also sampled a variety of lessons in school, and 

French and British students all enjoyed their shared trip 

to ôWaterworldõ.  Our French visitors returned to Vouvray 

on Thursday, 1st  April.  
 

Next term, the Year 9 hosts from William Brookes travel 

to Vouvray to sample the delights of the Loire Valley, and 

improve their French!  We know that we will be equally well 

looked after, and look forward to our visit.   

Spring Edition 2010  Page 5  

Sixth Form Languages Conference 
 

Year 13 student Natasha Gibbs reports... 
 

ñOn 8th March, Sixth Form French students went to Market 
Drayton to take part in a languages conference organised by 
the Grove School.  (The Grove School is a specialist 
languages college.)  We had a great day as it not only helped 
us to practice our French, but we got the chance to talk to 
other students studying French at A level.  The best part of 
the day was probably trying out two new languages, which 
were Chinese and Russian.  I think it was the first time a lot 
of us had come across Russian and it seemed quite interesting 
as the letters are like a cryptic code!  Overall, the event has 
persuaded many of our Year 13 French students to learn more 
languages at University since it is such a useful skill to have!ò 
 

Year 7 Trip to France 
 

Our regular Year 7 summer visit to the attractive Opal Coast 
region of France will take place in July.  It will involve: 
 

ǒ Travel to Dover by coach, then ferry to Boulogne.  
Students will complete a town trail around the old quarter 
of the town and be able to purchase a few souvenirs in the 
shops whilst practising their French. 

ǒ A visit to the picturesque seaside town of Le Touquet.  
Students will spend some time in the market before going 
on to a picnic lunch at the Bagatelles theme park, followed 
by an afternoon on the water rides and roller coasters!   

ǒ A visit to an authentic, traditional French bakery where 
everyone will be treated to a demonstration of how French 
bread is made and have the chance to make their own 
croissant!  After a picnic lunch by the seaside, we will visit 
the impressive Nausicaa Sea Life Centre in Boulogne. 

 

We very much hope that all students will thoroughly enjoy this 
valuable opportunity to experience a little French culture and 
to use the French that they have learned during Year 7. 
 

 - Madame Ellison 

This year we 

celebrate the 27 th  Anniversary of our 

exchange with the CollƏge Gaston Huet, Vouvray! 

FOCUS ON LANGUAGES 

Why is it a good idea to speak another language? 

"A different language is a 
different vision of life.ò 
Federico Fellini, Italian 
film director (1920 -1993)  

ñIf you talk to a man in a 
language he understands, 
that goes to his head. If 
you talk to him in his 
language, that goes to his 
heart.ò - Nelson Mandela  

You live a new life for every 
new language you speak.  If 
you know only one 
language, you live only 
once. - Czech saying 

A mouse saved her babies 
from a cat by barking 
ñBow Wow!ò  The cat ran 
off and the mouse said, 
ñSee, children, it pays to 
know a second language!ò 



Other productions this term included Year 11 AS Theatre 
Studies studentsô (pictured right) óThe Taming of the 
Shrewô in February, and A2 Theatre Studies students 
performance of óThe Trialô, Steven Berkoffôs 
adaptation of Franz Kafkaôs classic novel. 
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Two Year 8 students review the AS Theatre Studies 
production of Sophoclesô Antigone, performed in Januaryé 
 

ñThe play was fantastic!  It had dance routines, clever acting 
and much more!  The start was dramatic - with loud booming 
music and flickering lights, it made a very big impact. 

The storyline was amazing but very sad.  It was all about the 
law against the burial of one of Antigoneôs two brothers.  The 
noble one was allowed to be buried but the traitor had to be 
left to rot outside.  Antigone went against this law, so she 
was sentenced to death.  She was locked up in an old shack 
on the top of a moor.  She couldnôt take it any longer, so she 
hanged herself.  This was done on a clever screen with a 
light behind it, so the actors appeared as shadows.   

Iôm sure everybody in the audience was on the edge of their 
seats wondering what would happen next, but we soon 
found out.  There was a chain reaction of suicides.  First 
Antigoneôs fianc®, then his mother (the Emperorôs wife), then 
the Emperor himself.  It really was the ultimate tragedy. 

It was so amazingly put together and must have taken ages 
to learn all the lines and perform them as well as they did. 

Truly a fantastic performance!  Well done to all the actors in 
it and everyone else who was involved!ò 

Zach Jones 
 

ñI thought that the actors and actresses were very talented 
because there was a lot of speech but they hardly ever 
forgot their lines and they kept in time with each other when 
they did a few sentences together.  Also, the ones who had 
to swear were very brave because they didnôt laugh, get 
embarrassed or look away. 

I thought the play itself was very sad, due to everyone dying 
a terrible death, but I only thought this because all of the 
performers expressed their emotions very well.  I could really 
feel the love Antigone had for her dead brother and how 
Antigoneôs fianc® feels when he finds out that his future wife 
has been sent to her death by his own father, and how that 
messenger person must have felt when he was told that if he 
didnôt find the betrayer then he would be killed. 

I would like to tell all the performers and directors that it was 
a brilliant show. Well done ï I give it a 10/10!ò 

Tara Moran 

Drama 
Music Mrs Jaeger writesé. 

Saturday 23 rdJanuary  

Iain Berryman and Mike Yates performed at a charity 

event at the Birchmeadow centre in Broseley, held to raise 

funds for the Conakry Refugee School in Guinea, West 

Africa.  They were a huge success and kept the audience 

chuckling with their choice of material.  Well done and 

thank you for representing the school at the event.  

Charity organiser Ruth Walmsley said òIain and Mike - you 

were FANTASTIC!  I can't count the number of people 

who were wowed by you.  They loved your stage presence, 

your naturalness, your musicality, the sensitive way you 

used your voices AND you made everyone laugh!ó  
 

Thursday 4 th  March ð Xpress event  

Congratulations to all the soloists and bands from Xpress 

Club for providing a great evening of entertainment.  

Thanks to Iain Berryman for his rendition of Mozart's 

Piano sonata No. 14.  This was a great opportunity for Iain 

to perform his A2 coursework before presenting it to his 

examiner.  Many bands performed, the evening finishing 

with the Soul Band.  Many thanks to Iain Berryman for 

running this group on a regular rehearsal schedule 

throughout the year.  And thanks to all the performers for 

the slick job you made of clearing up after the event!  
 

Wednesday 17 th  March - Acoustic concert  

The Choir, Orchestra, String Group and Guitar Clubs, along 

with soloists, performed a varied programme of music to a 

supportive audience of relatives and friends.  
 

Wenlock Olympian Society Live Arts Festival  

William Brookes is the proud winner of two shields from 

the Live Arts festival.  The Choir and String Group both 

gave top class performances.  Congratulations to them, and       

ôWell Doneõ to all participants who entered as soloists. 
 

GCSE Music 

Year 11 students have now completed all their music 

coursework.  Thank you for completing your work on time 

and thank you to parents for supporting them to complete 

their best work possible. 
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Antigone 



Forthcoming school 

events in our Arts Centre  
 

The Edge Arts Centre opened in 
September 2003.  In July this year, the 
existing building will close and we will 
move to the adjacent new build, opening 
again in October 2010 with enhanced 
facilities.  Please keep an eye on our website 
for updates and news.  Thanks for sharing the 
last seven years in our current home. 
 

Wenlock Poetry Festival events: 
 

Friday 9th April, 19.30 - That Awkward Age 
The Festivalôs opening event with ever-popular poet and 
broadcaster Roger McGough. 
 

Saturday 10th April, 10.30 - Imtiaz Dharker; 12.00 - Daljit 
Nagra; 15.00 - The Welsh Poets: Gillian Clarke, John Barnie 
and Menna Elfyn; 19.30 - The Festival headline event with Poet 
Laureate and festival Founding Patron, Carol Ann Duffy, with 
John Sampson; 21.30 - Cinema: Bright Star (PG)  Jane 
Campionôs 2009 biopic of the life of John Keats. 
 

Sunday 11th April, 14.00 - The Worldôs Wife by Carol Ann 
Duffy.  Linda Marlowe with a new adaptation, imagining the 
wivesô perspective of famous men; also at 14.00 - Poetry Slam, 
hosted by Spoz and Dreadlockalien. 
 
Other events: 
 

Wednesday 21st ï Thursday 22nd April, 19.00 
WBS AS Theatre Studies Previews 
Students perform their work to an audience before their final 
assessment in examination.  They welcome your feedback to 
help improve their performances. 
 

Thursday 29thï Friday 30th April, 19.30 
The Pillowman by Martin McDonagh 
Mind the Gap Theatre is an evolving company of WBS Theatre 
students either in, or contemplating, their gap year.  A writer in a 
totalitarian state is being interrogated over the content of several 
of his gruesome short stories.  Local child murders seem to have 
been inspired by them, and only one other person has read most 
of them:  his intellectually disabled brother in the next room. 
 

Wednesday 30th June, 19.30 
WBS Music Concert 
Soloists, the choir, instrumentalists and rock bands all take the 
stage for an end of year concert. 
 

Wednesday 7th July, 19.30 
WBS Music presents The W Factor 2010! 
A showcase of some of the most exciting singing talent at 
William Brookes School.  Students will have gone through a 
series of knock-out heats to reach the thrilling final of the hottest 
event of the season! 
 

Wednesday 14th - Thursday 15th July, 19.30 
WBS Dance presents SummerDance 2010 
Students and local dance academies perform their own and each 
otherôs choreography in a range of styles.   
 

Wednesday 21st - Thursday 22nd July, 20.30 
The Bacchae by Euripides 
A story of revenge, decapitation and women transformed into 
snakes, all fuelled by an alcoholic haze!  For nearly 1900 years 
this play was thought too gruesome to perform.  At a local 
outdoor location, Year 11 students return from their GCSEs to 
bring this two thousand year-old play to life... and death! 

Miss Bartlett spoke to Student   
 Reporter Zach Jones...  

 

òA very successful Primary Schools Dance Festival was held 

over two evenings recently at William Brookes School and 

featured senior Dance students from this school.  Pupils from 

our eight partner primary schools are taught through the 

WBS Encore group, which teaches children of all ages  -and 

you could be a part of it!  If you are interested then go to The 

Edge office and collect a leaflet about all the sessions or talk 

to Miss Bartlett!   

On 14th  March, a group of WBS students went to Oakengates 

to take part in a series of Dance Workshops.  These included 

Hip-hop and Contemporary Dance for Years 10 - 13 with the 

Rambert Dance Company 

Finally, a Boysõ Dance workshop was conducted by WBS Senior 

male dancers who also produced an excellent performance for 

the junior boys, setting an inspiring example.  The workshop 

was carried out as part of a research project identifying boysõ 

attitudes to Dance and considering curriculum changes.  

Cole Porterõs musical ôKiss Me, Kateõ, performed in school 24 -

27 March, involved integrated music, dance and drama to make 

a truly amazing performance!   

We now look forward to our Summerdance production and the 

Ludlow Festival in July.ó 

Wenlock Poetry Festival 
 

Wenlock Poetry Festival is an annual celebration of the very 
best in poetry.  It will be held for the first time from 9 - 11 April 
2010 under the patronage of Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy, 
former Poet Laureate Andrew Motion and National Poet for 
Wales Gillian Clarke.   

The festival will build upon Shropshire's rich poetic heritage to 
make Much Wenlock - the heart of Houseman country - a 
national centre for poetry; celebrating its creativity, 
recognising its relevance and revelling in its beauty. 

The three-day event will feature a full programme of events for 
both children and adults, with a stunning line-up of poets that 
will also include Roger McGough, Daljit Nagra, Menna Elfyn, 
Imtiaz Dharker, John Barnie, Paul Henry, Roz Goddard, Gill 
McEvoy and childrensô poet Andrew Fusek Peters. 

Whether you are a regular at festivals or a newcomer to them, 
you will find something for you.  Poets will be involved in both 
readings and workshops and in addition there will be some 
original ways of looking at poetry. 

The Wenlock Poetry Festival is brought to you by leading 
independent bookseller, Wenlock Books, in partnership with 
the The Edge Arts Centre and the Arvon Foundation.  See this 
website for full details and online booking: 

www.wenlockpoetryfestival.org 
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Full details of 
future arts 
events can be 
seen in óThe 
Edgeô summer 
programme. 

Dance 

Sixth Form student Chris Walthorne appearing as Bill Calhoun/ 
            Lucentio in óKiss Me, Kateô 


