
Please can we remind all students that the Exam season is now upon us?  We know that 

you will all want to move around the school as quietly as possible, in order to give our 

students the chance to do their best.  Thank you!  

The Edge 
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ñA good schoolò (with many ñoutstandingò features) - Ofsted Report 

Staff, governors and students are delighted by the 
conclusions of our latest Ofsted report, which was 
published on their website on Tuesday 12 January, and is 
available to view in full on our school website too.  It 
states that: ñWilliam Brookes is a good school, where 
students from a range of backgrounds achieve well.  Since 
the last inspection, students' attainment has risen and is 
now consistently high .... 
the impressive GCSE 
results over the past three 
years were sustained in 
2009.  This represents a 
considerable achievement 
given that, for most of the 
year, the school has had 
to cope with a new school 
being built directly 
adjoining its current 
buildings.  These factors, 
together with the school's 
excellent ethos and 
philosophy, good 
processes for self-
evaluation and action 
planning, demonstrate its 
good capacity to 
improve.ò  

As well as being judged 
ñoutstandingò in terms of 
student attainment, the 
school gained 
ñoutstandingò grades for 
a number of other 
aspects, including the 
extent to which students 
feel safe, adopt healthy 
lifestyles and contribute 
to the school and wider 
community.  The 
effectiveness of care, 
guidance and support, 
safeguarding, equality of 
opportunity and 
partnerships for 

promoting learning and well-being also gained top grades.  
The Governing Body was praised for its excellent role in 
supporting and challenging the school's leaders.  

Our dual specialist status as a Performing Arts and 
Mathematics & Computing college is judged to have 
contributed extremely well to our success through enabling 

us to offer an excellent 
range of cultural 
opportunities for students 
to participate in school 
and also to enable them to 
make an outstanding 
contribution to the wider 
community.  

The Sixth Form came in 
for particular praise as 
well, with its ñlively and 
purposeful environmentò, 
in which ñstudents 
develop good social and 
personal skills and 
become confident and 
articulate young peopleò 
who are ñextremely 
positive about the 
education they receiveò.  
The report refers to 
effective teaching and 
excellent leadership and 
management which enable 
sixth formers to make 
good progress, with above 
average attainment. 

Who are these two sightseers in New York, hiding behind their óStatue of Libertyô masks?  
Turn to pages 12 and 13 to see more photos from the recent Sixth Form Business Studies 

trip, a report from Jake Benyon...and the identities of our mystery posers! 



ñHappy Easter to all!  Make the most of the 
break before the real hard work begins!ò  

OUR NEW SCHOOL IS GETTING CLOSER!  
 

Construction report 

Despite the persistently cold weather during January and 
February, lots of pleasing progress has been made on the 
external works.  The cedar cladding is now mainly complete, 
as is the black render around the new swimming pool and 
the brickwork around the sports hall, plus white render 
around the back of the building near the service yard.  The 
limestone walling has been a long and demanding piece of 
work but is also nearing completion.  The whole school is 
beginning to look just like the original pictures we saw in 
summer 2008.  On the roof the main roof light around the 
ñpebbleò has been completed, with the exception of some 
minor flashings, and the last bit of support work under way.  
The aluminium cladding will be in place shortly.  Installation 
of the external glazing and associated ventilation systems is 
also more or less complete.  

Internally work is still progressing very well, with plastering 
complete to all areas and decoration is following on close 
behind with rooms now being prepared for final decoration.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE FOR YOUR ROLE IN 
OUR GOOD OFSTED INSPECTION REPORT - MAINTAINING A 
GOOD SCHOOL WITH OUTSTANDING FEATURES, BEFORE 
WE MOVE INTO OUR NEW SCHOOL, IS HARD WORK FOR ALL 
BUT THE REPORT RECOGNISES THE QUALITY OF OUR 
SCHOOL, OUR STUDENTS AND OUR STAFF, AS WELL AS THE 
WIDER COMMUNITY, INCLUDING OUR GOVERNORS. THANK 
YOU! 

We have achieved a great deal this term, despite the obvious attention on 
what is going on in front of the old school.  Staff have been amazing, 
focusing on preparing students for those key exams ahead in Years 10, 11, 
12 and 13 whilst continuing to contribute ideas and planning ahead for the 
big move across to our new building.  

Look out for an invitation to a special MEETING FOR PARENTS ON 
TUESDAY 11 MAY AT 18.00 when you can receive an update from the 
Project Team and learn more about the arrangements for moving across to 
the new school and how things will run in the autumn term. 

We are consulting with parents now on THE STRUCTURE OF THE 
SCHOOL DAY from September 2010 onwards, with a proposed earlier 
start and earlier finish, making way for more after-school opportunities to 
make maximum use of our fantastic new facilities. Look out for the letter 
and please do send back the response form at the start of the summer term.  
We are also asking you about some MINOR CHANGES TO THE 
SCHOOL UNIFORM (for Years 7-11 only), which have been put 
forward by the Student Council and One School Pathfinder Student 
Ambassadors.  We want to hear your views on these as well, as part of the 
Governorsô formal consultation process, which also involves the wider 
student body and the staff of course.    

Are you an ex-student of Wenlock Modern School or William Brookes 
School?  If so, the Friends of William Brookes hope that you are already 
aware of the ALL SCHOOL REUNION which will take place on 
Saturday 8th May ï see page 8 for information and contact details.  We also 
need Stewards so please also contact the FWB if you could offer help for a 
couple of hours on the day.  
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Thank you to everyone, students and staff, for getting through a 
tough term!  The cold weather and the wet ground made much of this 
term very challenging - with little outdoor play space, either for PE 
activities or for break and lunchtimes.  Special thanks to: 
ǒ the PE department for managing to do so well and for continuing 
to support our students in achieving considerable success, 
despite the lack of outdoor PE spaces; 

ǒ the Science department for continuing to teach lessons positively 
despite the many  interruptions from noise on the adjoining 
construction site, only a couple of metres away from their 
windows; 

ǒ all our neighbours, who have been so supportive throughout the 
construction project so far ï your interest, views and suggestions 
have all been welcomed and appreciated. It isnôt easy having all 
this going on so close to your front (or back) door and with the 
parking challenges that follow.  You will be pleased, but probably 
not surprised, to learn that Kier have scored very highly on the 
Considerate Constructors Scheme;   

ǒ the Gaskell Recreation Ground Board of Management for 
enabling our students to spill out onto the top of their field during 
break and lunchtimes, when fine, so that students can have a 
grass area on which to relax and play.  

The mock exams came and went, giving many of our students a bit of a 
ñkickò, making them realise just how much work is involved in achieving 
those good results that they are capable of.  Parent attendance at year group 
PARENTSô CONSULTATION EVENINGS and PARENTSô 
SEMINARS has not been quite as high as we had hoped and we are keen to 
learn more about what parents want most in this respect.  Is the timing of the 
consultation evenings right (16:30 ï 19:00)?  Maybe you feel that the annual 
Target Setting Day appointment with Tutors is enough?  We donôt believe so 
ourselves, as we believe parents should have the opportunity to meet with a 
number of their childrenô specialist subject teachers as well, but maybe you 
think differently?  Do let us know.  

Finally, the fact that our existing school is looking more than a little shabby 
at times doesnôt mean that we want anything else to slip.  Please help us in 
maintaining high standards in school uniform in the term ahead, high levels 
of attendance (holidays in term time are hardly ever authorised) and high 
standards of coursework and homework.   

Second fix joinery is well under way with skirting, architraves 
and doors being fitted.  Glazing to the internal screens has 
also been completed.  Elsewhere the vinyl floor finish is being 
fitted to all toilet areas and any specialist rooms that are to 
have fixed furniture.  Hard tiling is also progressing and much 
of the sanitary ware has been installed.  The mechanical and 
electrical installations are also making good progress with 2nd 
fix items with electrical face plates being fitted and radiators 
hung.  The main incoming LV switch panel has also been 
made live. 

The swimming pool óshellô has undergone a water test and 
been drained again.  Tiling to the pool is well under way and 
the decoration of the range of wet and dry changing rooms 
throughout the Leisure Centre is going well.  Work has also 
progressed with the construction of outstanding internal walls 
which have now being closed off and plastered.  The 
decorator is making progress in all areas that are plastered, 
including the main sports hall walls that are receiving 
specialist treatment,   

From December 2009..... 

to March 2010..... 

    to August2010!  



 

CONTACTING THE SCHOOL 
 

The School Office is open between 8.00 and  
16.30 Monday to Thursday, closing at 16.00 on 

Friday. 
Telephone: 01952-727606 

 

Receptionists : Mrs Debbie Hayward 
and Ms Becky Haddon-Gill 

 

Other Reception staff:  Mrs Kim Cooke 
Mrs Janine Lye and Ms Raj Sahota 

 

The School fax number is 01952-728289. 
e-mail address is admin@williambrookes.shropshire.sch.uk  

website:  http://www.williambrookesschool.co.uk/ 
 

Our automated service will ask you to press 1 if you are 
reporting a studentôs absence; pressing 2 will give you details 
of current events in school.  You may still, of course, hold if 

you wish to speak to a member of staff. 
 

Please remember that it is unlikely that you will be able to 
speak to a member of teaching staff immediately except 
during morning and lunch breaks (11.00 to 11.20 or 12.40 to 
13.40).  There are also after-school meetings at 15.50 so you 
might not immediately get through to a teacher then.  
Receptionists will, however, be pleased to take your 
message and pass that on as soon as possible.  

 

In most cases parents will need to ask for the tutor or 
subject teacher.  For some matters it may be more 

appropriate to speak to the Key Stage Manager/Head of 
Department/SENCO/Inclusion Manager.  If you feel that 
you need to speak to a member of the Leadership Team 
please tell the Receptionist and she will try to make the 
appropriate contact or arrange for you to be called back as 

soon as possible. 
3 

If you have an urgent message to pass on to a student, 
please make the urgency clear to the Receptionist and she 
will ensure that the message is taken to your child 

without delay.   

Parents - please remind  
your child/ren that CHEWING GUM IS NOT 

ALLOWED IN SCHOOL. 

Page 3  

Parents!  Donôt make it easy 
for your child to lose track of 

costly school items!  Please make sure that all your 
childôs clothing and equipment is clearly marked 

with his/her name!  
 

Items are often mislaid, and the schoolôs Reception office 
staff regularly find themselves inundated with mounds of 
coats, shoes and bags, etc., often with no indication as to 
whom they belong.  Following Shropshire Council guidelines, 
all un-named and unclaimed items are disposed of one 

month after they are found. 

Lost Property  

Staffing News 
 

Congratulations to Ms Greatortex 
(Science) on the birth of her son Eden.  He 
has already visited WBS! 
 

Our good wishes go to Mrs Keen (Science) 
and Miss Simmill (D&T) who are both on long-term sick 
leave at the moment.  
 

This term, we have welcomed the following new members of 
staff: 
 

Mr S Price Teacher of Maths and Tutor of London 3 
Mr G Llewellyn Teacher of History and Tutor of Beijing 1 
 

Mr T Carter is now working as Teacher of Science and 
Maths, and student teacher Mr S Anderson continued in our 
Music Department.  Mr A Laycock is leaving the Science 
Department and Mrs R Bennett has joined us for the 
Summer Term.  Ms J Kelly, Teaching Assistant, leaves us to 
take up a position within Telford & Wrekin.   

Year 10 Work Experience  
 

All Year 10 students should now be well into arranging 

their Work Experience placements for September. 

Remember the deadline for returning the Placement Form 

is Friday 11 th  June 2010.  
All students will have had February Half Term, the Easter 

Holidays and May Half Term to arrange a placement; 

however, if any students are having difficulties making 

this deadline please see Miss J Brown or Mrs S Williams as 

a matter of urgency.  
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        continuedé. 
 

External Works 

I am pleased to report that the new 
artificial turf pitch was handed over to us on Wednesday 10th 
February and is already being used regularly both for PE 
lessons and as part of the Leisure Centre programme of 
activities in community use time.  

Elsewhere work is progressing with the completion of the 
finishes around the service yard area as well as preparation 
ready for finishes to the curriculum garden area. 

Turf has been laid to a number of areas in front of the school 
around the running track and artificial turf pitch.  It is all 
beginning to look like the end is in sight but we wonôt have the 
full use of all the external sports facilities until 2011, as we will 
be using what will be the rugby pitch as our car park next 
autumn and the 4-court, floodlit multi-use games area will not 
be created until the old buildings are demolished.  

Student views 

OSP Student Ambassadors and representatives from the 
Year 11 and the 
Student 
Council visited 
the new school 
on 26 March, 
with the Head 
and the Kier 
Project 
Manager, Chris 
Watkins.  They 
saw for 
themselves the 
progress that 
has been made 
recently.  ñItôs 
amazing!ò said 
one.  ñItôs so light! And the pool and sports facilities are 
brilliant!ò  ñI canôt wait to move inò was the general response. 

Year 11 students were keen to view the new Sixth Form 
facilities and approved enthusiastically the new Sixth Form 
study area, which looks out onto the art terrace, the new Caf® 
Six, the range of seminar rooms and the common room, 
which is close to the main Library.  

They think there will be a lot of use of the new fitness suite, 
which overlooks the sports hall, and the swimming pool and 
those who are keen performing arts students were particularly 
impressed by the specialist performance studios.  



Looking for a good book? 
 

Try ñDrowned Wednesdayò by Garth Nix, recommended 
in this review from Year 10 student Calum Sullivan: 
 

ñThis book is the third in the óKeys to the Kingdomô fantasy series 
and tells the story of a mortal boy called Arthur Penhaligon who, 
with his friend Leaf, gets swept to the Border Sea, in the House, a 
place all the Universe revolves around.  Following his broken leg 
in Grim Tuesdays' Pit it look like Arthur 
needs all the help he can get.  And with a 
whale and a Immortal pirate to defeat, it 
looks like Arthur has to find the Third 
Key and the Third part of the Great Will 
of the Architect before he becomes 
overpowered.  I would rate this book 
10/10.  You can borrow this book and all 
the others in the series from our school 
Library.ò 

TRAVELLING TO SCHOOL BY CAR 
 

Please remember that the drop-off point for students travelling by 
car is the bottom of the playing fields on Station Rd.  The car park 
area gets extremely busy with buses and it is not safe for students to 

walk across their paths to and from cars. 

J L EDWARDS 
MEMORIAL TRUST AWARDS 2010 

 

Congratulations to the following students who have been selected for an award this year: 
 

Sixth Form students Tom Jennings, Sam Lamplugh, Josh Slater and Sam Wood 
Ã100 towards a student-led independent theatre production of The Pillowman by Martin McDonagh. 
 

Alice Sidebottom, Y8 A4 
Ã100 towards the cost of skiing in Switzerland with Guides from across the country. 
 

Hannah Vicente, Y8 S7 
Ã100 to produce four canvas paintings, representing the Houses of the new school: Athens, Beijing, London and Sydney.  The 
paintings will be displayed in the new school as part of our Olympic celebrations. 
 

Claire Crossley, Oliver Austin, James Good and Simon Bellows 
Ã100 each towards the costs of attending the World Scout Jamboree in Sweden. 
 

Georgina Montague and Lauryn Jones, both Year 8 
Ã50 to tour the 2012 Olympic site in London. 
 

Sixth Form student Rebecca Lefroy 
Ã100 towards the costs of participating in a 3-day medical course at Nottingham University to provide her with experience and 
knowledge for her degree in medicine. 
 

London 5 Tutor Group 
Ã200 to climb Snowdon together as a whole Tutor Group this summer. 

 
The idea of the Trust is to ensure that the original motto of the school that has now become William Brookes School lives on in 
the deeds and actions of its students.  This was Courtesy, Enterprise and Endeavour; three things that Headmaster of Wenlock 
Modern School, Jack Edwards, valued very highly, and wanted to encourage in the students who attended his school. 

¶ Courtesy ï being courteous ï means being polite, kind and considerate in your manner and approach to other people. 

¶ Enterprise ï being enterprising ï means showing initiative, courage and imagination in what you do and the way that you do 
it. 

¶ Endeavour ï means that you will always be committed to working hard for whatever goal you are aiming to achieve, and 

that you plan your activities in detail so that you can overcome any potential problems that could stop you achieving your 
goal. 

Taken together the motto still represents the best of what we hope young people 
will aspire to in their thoughts, words and actions. 

 

The Trust has now been in place for 42 years.  Funds have been raised with regular appeals which have led to donations from 
private individuals and community organisations.  Each year in March the Trust meets to select a number of schemes put 
forward by students to fund, and in the following November the Trust meets again at the school to hear how successful the 
funded schemes have been. 

Students who are successful in their applications to the Trust have thought about what they want to do and why they want to do 
it.  The aim of the schemes put forward offer students the opportunity to be supported in something that they would not 
otherwise be able to undertake, with the aim of improving and developing their characteristics in respect of Courtesy, Enterprise 
and Endeavour. 
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Supermarket vouchers for schools  
 

Sainsburyõs are currently issuing ôActive Kidsõ vouchers, 

and we would be very grateful if you could send any that 

you receive to William Brookes School.  Please ask all 

family and friends to collect on our behalf.  Vouchers 

may either be sent in to Mrs Brown at school, or posted 

in the special box in Reception.   

We are also collecting Tesco vouchers.  Thank you! 



Learning a foreign language can have huge benefits.  It can 
provide you with the opportunity to meet new people and 
make new friends.  Just think of the Year 9 French Exchange 
ï many of you will have taken part in the Exchange not only 
this year but in previous years.  A lot of students have 
developed firm friendships and remained in contact with their 
Exchange partners.  Those who have not taken part in the 
Exchange will still have had the opportunity to meet our 
French partners whilst they were in school.  Students 
remember their experience years later ï even if they have not 
continued to study a language.   

Learning another language can provide opportunities for 
travel, to learn about other cultures, to have new experiences 
and to broaden horizons.  Just knowing a few words and 
phrases in another language can make a huge difference ï 
people really appreciate the fact that you have made the effort 
to speak to them in their own language, particularly if you are 
a visitor in their country.  

Think also of the financial benefits of learning a foreign 
language ï this important skill could help you to gain 
recognition and promotion at work.  It can increase sales, 
open up new business opportunities and provide your 
customers with a better service.  You could increase your 
employment and job opportunities and be paid to travel 
around the world!  Speaking more than one language is a skill 
which will increase your marketability ï employers tend to 
prefer candidates who can speak one or more foreign 
languages.   

Studying a foreign language can help to increase other skills 
such as problem solving and memory.  It is a fantastic way to 
communicate with people from other countries and cultures 
and can be great fun.            - Madame Mersh 

 

Madame Skinner has recently been putting an idiomatic 
French phrase in the student bulletin every week.  
Hereôs how to say: 

He went sprawling!  (Il est tomb® les quatre fers en lôair!) 

I wasnôt born yesterday!  (Je ne suis pas tomb® de la 
derni¯re pluie!) 

Itôs raining cats and dogs  (Il pleut des cordes) 

Itôs a piece of cake  (Côest simple comme bonjour) 

YEAR 9 

FRENCH EXCHANGE 
 

Mme Ellison reports... 
 

36 French exchange students arrived in Much Wenlock on 

24 th  March, to take part in our well -established annual 

Year 9 Exchange between the two schools.  They were 

accompanied by 3 members of staff -  Mireille Nicault, 

Gerard Regnier and Myriam Fouasse.  The students have 

been very well looked after by our Year 9 hosts and their 

families, to whom weõre very grateful for the kind 

hospitality they offered.  During their stay in Shropshire, 

our visitors have had a wonderful time visiting Much 

Wenlock , Ludlow, Ironbridge, Blists Hill and Shrewsbury .  

They also sampled a variety of lessons in school, and 

French and British students all enjoyed their shared trip 

to ôWaterworldõ.  Our French visitors returned to Vouvray 

on Thursday, 1st  April.  
 

Next term, the Year 9 hosts from William Brookes travel 

to Vouvray to sample the delights of the Loire Valley, and 

improve their French!  We know that we will be equally well 

looked after, and look forward to our visit.   
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Sixth Form Languages Conference 
 

Year 13 student Natasha Gibbs reports... 
 

ñOn 8th March, Sixth Form French students went to Market 
Drayton to take part in a languages conference organised by 
the Grove School.  (The Grove School is a specialist 
languages college.)  We had a great day as it not only helped 
us to practice our French, but we got the chance to talk to 
other students studying French at A level.  The best part of 
the day was probably trying out two new languages, which 
were Chinese and Russian.  I think it was the first time a lot 
of us had come across Russian and it seemed quite interesting 
as the letters are like a cryptic code!  Overall, the event has 
persuaded many of our Year 13 French students to learn more 
languages at University since it is such a useful skill to have!ò 
 

Year 7 Trip to France 
 

Our regular Year 7 summer visit to the attractive Opal Coast 
region of France will take place in July.  It will involve: 
 

ǒ Travel to Dover by coach, then ferry to Boulogne.  
Students will complete a town trail around the old quarter 
of the town and be able to purchase a few souvenirs in the 
shops whilst practising their French. 

ǒ A visit to the picturesque seaside town of Le Touquet.  
Students will spend some time in the market before going 
on to a picnic lunch at the Bagatelles theme park, followed 
by an afternoon on the water rides and roller coasters!   

ǒ A visit to an authentic, traditional French bakery where 
everyone will be treated to a demonstration of how French 
bread is made and have the chance to make their own 
croissant!  After a picnic lunch by the seaside, we will visit 
the impressive Nausicaa Sea Life Centre in Boulogne. 

 

We very much hope that all students will thoroughly enjoy this 
valuable opportunity to experience a little French culture and 
to use the French that they have learned during Year 7. 
 

 - Madame Ellison 

This year we 

celebrate the 27 th  Anniversary of our 

exchange with the CollƏge Gaston Huet, Vouvray! 

FOCUS ON LANGUAGES 

Why is it a good idea to speak another language? 

"A different language is a 
different vision of life.ò 
Federico Fellini, Italian 
film director (1920 -1993)  

ñIf you talk to a man in a 
language he understands, 
that goes to his head. If 
you talk to him in his 
language, that goes to his 
heart.ò - Nelson Mandela  

You live a new life for every 
new language you speak.  If 
you know only one 
language, you live only 
once. - Czech saying 

A mouse saved her babies 
from a cat by barking 
ñBow Wow!ò  The cat ran 
off and the mouse said, 
ñSee, children, it pays to 
know a second language!ò 



Other productions this term included Year 11 AS Theatre 
Studies studentsô (pictured right) óThe Taming of the 
Shrewô in February, and A2 Theatre Studies students 
performance of óThe Trialô, Steven Berkoffôs 
adaptation of Franz Kafkaôs classic novel. 
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Two Year 8 students review the AS Theatre Studies 
production of Sophoclesô Antigone, performed in Januaryé 
 

ñThe play was fantastic!  It had dance routines, clever acting 
and much more!  The start was dramatic - with loud booming 
music and flickering lights, it made a very big impact. 

The storyline was amazing but very sad.  It was all about the 
law against the burial of one of Antigoneôs two brothers.  The 
noble one was allowed to be buried but the traitor had to be 
left to rot outside.  Antigone went against this law, so she 
was sentenced to death.  She was locked up in an old shack 
on the top of a moor.  She couldnôt take it any longer, so she 
hanged herself.  This was done on a clever screen with a 
light behind it, so the actors appeared as shadows.   

Iôm sure everybody in the audience was on the edge of their 
seats wondering what would happen next, but we soon 
found out.  There was a chain reaction of suicides.  First 
Antigoneôs fianc®, then his mother (the Emperorôs wife), then 
the Emperor himself.  It really was the ultimate tragedy. 

It was so amazingly put together and must have taken ages 
to learn all the lines and perform them as well as they did. 

Truly a fantastic performance!  Well done to all the actors in 
it and everyone else who was involved!ò 

Zach Jones 
 

ñI thought that the actors and actresses were very talented 
because there was a lot of speech but they hardly ever 
forgot their lines and they kept in time with each other when 
they did a few sentences together.  Also, the ones who had 
to swear were very brave because they didnôt laugh, get 
embarrassed or look away. 

I thought the play itself was very sad, due to everyone dying 
a terrible death, but I only thought this because all of the 
performers expressed their emotions very well.  I could really 
feel the love Antigone had for her dead brother and how 
Antigoneôs fianc® feels when he finds out that his future wife 
has been sent to her death by his own father, and how that 
messenger person must have felt when he was told that if he 
didnôt find the betrayer then he would be killed. 

I would like to tell all the performers and directors that it was 
a brilliant show. Well done ï I give it a 10/10!ò 

Tara Moran 

Drama 
Music Mrs Jaeger writesé. 

Saturday 23 rdJanuary  

Iain Berryman and Mike Yates performed at a charity 

event at the Birchmeadow centre in Broseley, held to raise 

funds for the Conakry Refugee School in Guinea, West 

Africa.  They were a huge success and kept the audience 

chuckling with their choice of material.  Well done and 

thank you for representing the school at the event.  

Charity organiser Ruth Walmsley said òIain and Mike - you 

were FANTASTIC!  I can't count the number of people 

who were wowed by you.  They loved your stage presence, 

your naturalness, your musicality, the sensitive way you 

used your voices AND you made everyone laugh!ó  
 

Thursday 4 th  March ð Xpress event  

Congratulations to all the soloists and bands from Xpress 

Club for providing a great evening of entertainment.  

Thanks to Iain Berryman for his rendition of Mozart's 

Piano sonata No. 14.  This was a great opportunity for Iain 

to perform his A2 coursework before presenting it to his 

examiner.  Many bands performed, the evening finishing 

with the Soul Band.  Many thanks to Iain Berryman for 

running this group on a regular rehearsal schedule 

throughout the year.  And thanks to all the performers for 

the slick job you made of clearing up after the event!  
 

Wednesday 17 th  March - Acoustic concert  

The Choir, Orchestra, String Group and Guitar Clubs, along 

with soloists, performed a varied programme of music to a 

supportive audience of relatives and friends.  
 

Wenlock Olympian Society Live Arts Festival  

William Brookes is the proud winner of two shields from 

the Live Arts festival.  The Choir and String Group both 

gave top class performances.  Congratulations to them, and       

ôWell Doneõ to all participants who entered as soloists. 
 

GCSE Music 

Year 11 students have now completed all their music 

coursework.  Thank you for completing your work on time 

and thank you to parents for supporting them to complete 

their best work possible. 
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Antigone 



Forthcoming school 

events in our Arts Centre  
 

The Edge Arts Centre opened in 
September 2003.  In July this year, the 
existing building will close and we will 
move to the adjacent new build, opening 
again in October 2010 with enhanced 
facilities.  Please keep an eye on our website 
for updates and news.  Thanks for sharing the 
last seven years in our current home. 
 

Wenlock Poetry Festival events: 
 

Friday 9th April, 19.30 - That Awkward Age 
The Festivalôs opening event with ever-popular poet and 
broadcaster Roger McGough. 
 

Saturday 10th April, 10.30 - Imtiaz Dharker; 12.00 - Daljit 
Nagra; 15.00 - The Welsh Poets: Gillian Clarke, John Barnie 
and Menna Elfyn; 19.30 - The Festival headline event with Poet 
Laureate and festival Founding Patron, Carol Ann Duffy, with 
John Sampson; 21.30 - Cinema: Bright Star (PG)  Jane 
Campionôs 2009 biopic of the life of John Keats. 
 

Sunday 11th April, 14.00 - The Worldôs Wife by Carol Ann 
Duffy.  Linda Marlowe with a new adaptation, imagining the 
wivesô perspective of famous men; also at 14.00 - Poetry Slam, 
hosted by Spoz and Dreadlockalien. 
 
Other events: 
 

Wednesday 21st ï Thursday 22nd April, 19.00 
WBS AS Theatre Studies Previews 
Students perform their work to an audience before their final 
assessment in examination.  They welcome your feedback to 
help improve their performances. 
 

Thursday 29thï Friday 30th April, 19.30 
The Pillowman by Martin McDonagh 
Mind the Gap Theatre is an evolving company of WBS Theatre 
students either in, or contemplating, their gap year.  A writer in a 
totalitarian state is being interrogated over the content of several 
of his gruesome short stories.  Local child murders seem to have 
been inspired by them, and only one other person has read most 
of them:  his intellectually disabled brother in the next room. 
 

Wednesday 30th June, 19.30 
WBS Music Concert 
Soloists, the choir, instrumentalists and rock bands all take the 
stage for an end of year concert. 
 

Wednesday 7th July, 19.30 
WBS Music presents The W Factor 2010! 
A showcase of some of the most exciting singing talent at 
William Brookes School.  Students will have gone through a 
series of knock-out heats to reach the thrilling final of the hottest 
event of the season! 
 

Wednesday 14th - Thursday 15th July, 19.30 
WBS Dance presents SummerDance 2010 
Students and local dance academies perform their own and each 
otherôs choreography in a range of styles.   
 

Wednesday 21st - Thursday 22nd July, 20.30 
The Bacchae by Euripides 
A story of revenge, decapitation and women transformed into 
snakes, all fuelled by an alcoholic haze!  For nearly 1900 years 
this play was thought too gruesome to perform.  At a local 
outdoor location, Year 11 students return from their GCSEs to 
bring this two thousand year-old play to life... and death! 

Miss Bartlett spoke to Student   
 Reporter Zach Jones...  

 

òA very successful Primary Schools Dance Festival was held 

over two evenings recently at William Brookes School and 

featured senior Dance students from this school.  Pupils from 

our eight partner primary schools are taught through the 

WBS Encore group, which teaches children of all ages  -and 

you could be a part of it!  If you are interested then go to The 

Edge office and collect a leaflet about all the sessions or talk 

to Miss Bartlett!   

On 14th  March, a group of WBS students went to Oakengates 

to take part in a series of Dance Workshops.  These included 

Hip-hop and Contemporary Dance for Years 10 - 13 with the 

Rambert Dance Company 

Finally, a Boysõ Dance workshop was conducted by WBS Senior 

male dancers who also produced an excellent performance for 

the junior boys, setting an inspiring example.  The workshop 

was carried out as part of a research project identifying boysõ 

attitudes to Dance and considering curriculum changes.  

Cole Porterõs musical ôKiss Me, Kateõ, performed in school 24 -

27 March, involved integrated music, dance and drama to make 

a truly amazing performance!   

We now look forward to our Summerdance production and the 

Ludlow Festival in July.ó 

Wenlock Poetry Festival 
 

Wenlock Poetry Festival is an annual celebration of the very 
best in poetry.  It will be held for the first time from 9 - 11 April 
2010 under the patronage of Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy, 
former Poet Laureate Andrew Motion and National Poet for 
Wales Gillian Clarke.   

The festival will build upon Shropshire's rich poetic heritage to 
make Much Wenlock - the heart of Houseman country - a 
national centre for poetry; celebrating its creativity, 
recognising its relevance and revelling in its beauty. 

The three-day event will feature a full programme of events for 
both children and adults, with a stunning line-up of poets that 
will also include Roger McGough, Daljit Nagra, Menna Elfyn, 
Imtiaz Dharker, John Barnie, Paul Henry, Roz Goddard, Gill 
McEvoy and childrensô poet Andrew Fusek Peters. 

Whether you are a regular at festivals or a newcomer to them, 
you will find something for you.  Poets will be involved in both 
readings and workshops and in addition there will be some 
original ways of looking at poetry. 

The Wenlock Poetry Festival is brought to you by leading 
independent bookseller, Wenlock Books, in partnership with 
the The Edge Arts Centre and the Arvon Foundation.  See this 
website for full details and online booking: 

www.wenlockpoetryfestival.org 
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Full details of 
future arts 
events can be 
seen in óThe 
Edgeô summer 
programme. 

Dance 

Sixth Form student Chris Walthorne appearing as Bill Calhoun/ 
            Lucentio in óKiss Me, Kateô 



Adults £2  Family £5 
Available from Rainbows End Much Wenlock, Hair & Razor , Haygate Road, Wellington 

& Simon Gibbons Butchers , Barber Street, Broseley or post a s.a.e. to 

WBS 2010 Reunion, William Brookes School, Farley Road, Much Wenlock. TF13 6NB

All proceeds to directly benefit students .
Cheques made payable to: William Brookes School PTA

WBS PTA

Charity No:511300

Calling all former

STUDENTS & STAFF
Of

On Saturday 8th May 2010
We are holding an

From 11am -5pm

For more details or to find out how you can become 
involved in this very special event contact us at:

wbs2010reunion@yahoo.co.ukwbs2010reunion@yahoo.co.uk

Come and join in our great Family Day and take a trip down 
ómemory lane ôbefore the old school is demolished

Please send/email us your pictures from your days at William Bro okes.

Hog Roast from 12pm * Hands-around-the-school at 2pm
Auction of old school memorabilia at 3pm * Live Music 

Refreshments throughout the day * Family Quiz *  Raffle  
Commemorative Gifts * Photographer * Explore your old classrooms
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circumstances , which means very rarely.  

Please note that taking an unauthorised holiday could 

result in each parent receiving a Fixed Penalty Notice 

costing up to £100 for each child.   Good, consistent 

attendance at school is crucial to giving your child the 

best chance of success.  Please consider the unspoken 

message you are giving your child by letting them think 

it is acceptable to miss school.  

Remember - Every School Day Counts!  

are welcome to attend our 
meetings, especially if you are willing 
to volunteer to help at any of our 
parentsô evenings (serving teas and 
coffees) as we are often short of helpers.  
Those who do take an active part in FOWBS 
are very much appreciated.  Our next event will 
be our Table Top Sale - see the poster (below) 
for details.  This is an excellent chance to 
remove all that clutter from your life and raise 
some money for school! 

AND NOW...ITôS NEARLY TIME FOR OUR ALL-
SCHOOL REUNION!  (See the poster on opposite 
page for details).  Book the date now - donôt 

miss this once-in-a-lifetime 
event!  And we'll hold our 
best-ever Summer Draw at 
this event - the wonderful 
prizes on offer will include  

ǒ Ironbridge Gorge 
Museums (2 tickets) 

ǒ Raven Hotel Sunday 
Carvery for two 

ǒ Shakespeare Inn 
(restaurant) voucher for Ã25. 

ǒ 2 x First class Wrexham 
& Shropshire train tickets 
from Telford to London 

ǒ 2 x Ã25 meal vouchers 
from The White Hart in 
Ironbridge (this could be two 
prizes) 

ǒ Family pass for Telford 
Ice Rink 

ǒ Toni & Guy haircut 
(Shrewsbury) 

ǒ Blue Ginger (Fusion 
Indian cuisine) in Bridgnorth 
- Ã40 gift vouchers. 

ǒ 2 x Ã20 vouchers from 
Paddy Ryan Butchers 
 

Finally, thank you for the part 
you all play in making 
FOWBS so successful. 

. - Joyce Pridmore, FOWBS 
Chairman 

FOWBS (formerly the William Brookes School 
Parent/Teacher Association) held two draws for 
our 100+ Club this term, and the winners were as 
follows: 
 

First draw 
Ã50  Di Trickey 
Ã20  S Price 
Ã10 (x3)   S Bateman/K Robinson/ 
  K Cooke 
 

Second draw 
Ã50  Jane Hawker 
Ã20  Hayley Neale 
Ã10 (x3)  E Clift/C Bilsby/E Jones 
 

Please contact school if youôd like to join and have 
a chance of winning cash 
prizes. 

Weôve been busy again this 
term raising funds to support 
the education of WBS 
students. 

The Quiz and Supper Night, 
held on 5th February, raised 
an impressive total of Ã390 
for school funds.  The Hall 
was packed with teams of 4 
exercising their brains with 
some pretty tough questions!  
There were also film 
observation rounds, at which 
all the youngsters present 
excelled.  Supper was 
delicious too, with more than 
enough for everyone. 

Our C®ili, held on 19th March, 
was a most enjoyable event 
featuring ñThe Inflammable 
Bandò (i.e. Site Management 
Team member Neil Jackson 
and friends!) with 
Shrewsburyôs former Town 
Crier Martin Wood as caller.  
(An inspired choice - we could 
certainly all hear him!)  Those 
of you who missed this under-
supported event missed a 
treat; but there are plans for a 
repeat performance next 
year.  Make sure you come! 

This year, with contributions 
from staff, students, parents 
and carers, we have been 
able to donate funds to 
several Departments: the 
Library, D&T, PSHE, Music 
and Science.  

All parents and carers of WBS students 

TablesTables

ProvidedProvided

In the School Hall onIn the School Hall on

Saturday 24Saturday 24 thth April 2010April 2010

11am 11am ïï1pm1pm
Make some money for you and raiseMake some money for you and raise

funds for school too!!funds for school too!!

REFRESHMENTS

REFRESHMENTS

To book a To book a table(stable(s ) or for more) or for more
information please contact Debbie oninformation please contact Debbie on
07974 559585 or 07974 559585 or debbie_e@blueyonder.co.ukdebbie_e@blueyonder.co.uk

WBS PTA

Charity No:511300

There are only 190 statutory school days in one year.  
There are 175 days (weekends and school holidays) 
available to use for holidays, which would not have a 

negative effect on your childõs education.   
 

The Education Welfare Service would like us to remind 

parents that the law states they do not have the right to 

take their child out of school for holidays during term 

time.  The Head teacher may authorise such holidays, but 

only in exceptional 
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WBS PTA 

Charity No:511300 

Holidays in term time  



Thursday 25th March was a Non-uniform Day in 
school, raising funds for our J L Edwards Awards 

scheme.  Most of our Year 11 students took the opportunity 
to dress up in a variety of weird and wonderful costumes!  
We had cowboys (one complete with horse!) , terrorists, 
secret agents, cavemen, superheroes, princesses and even a 
Smurf!  Many thanks to Mr Bertrand for these photos. 
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News from the Kitchen...  Mrs Freeston  
writesé 

 

Have you tried the new ôPick and Payõ window at 

lunchtime?  This latest improvement to our service is 

open between 12.40 and 13.00 every day, serving snack 

foods such as filled baguettes, pizzas, cookies, iced 

buns, wraps and drinks.  Having an extra serving 

location cuts down waiting times within the Dining Room 

itself, but we would like to remind everyone who uses it 

to place all used food and drink packaging into the 

nearest bin so there is no litter!  

We are, of course, looking forward to the new building 

where there will be an additional dining space (Café 

Six) for Sixth Form students and Staff, and a snack 

area in the Leisure Centre (Café Sport), thus leaving 

more room in the main Dining Room for everyone else!   

And hereõs the recipe for a popular Easter treat,  

Cupcakes with butter icing  

To make 12 youõll need: 

¶ 110 grams of butter at room temperature  

¶ 225 grams of sugar  

¶ 2 large eggs  

¶ 275 grams of self raising flour  

¶ 120 ml milk  

¶ ½ teaspoonful vanilla essence 
 

Cream the butter and the sugar together.  Add the eggs 

and 1 tablespoon of the flour and beat well.  Try adding 

grated lemon or orange rind, or 1 teaspoonful of cocoa, to 

this basic mixture to achieve some variety!  Spoon the 

mixture into paper cases in a cupcake tin.   

Bake at Gas mark 4/350°F for about 25 minutes and leave 

to cool.  
 

To make the butter icing youõll need: 

ǒ 110 grams of butter at room temperature  

ǒ 500 grams icing sugar  

ǒ 60 ml milk  

ǒ Few drops of food colouring if desired  
 

Beat all the ingredients together well.  Decorate the 

cooled cakes with the icing and various cake decorations.  

Have a good Easter!  

Remember that Helen Johnson from Connexions is 
available to help and support you in your decisions about 
your future, now and also once you have left school.   
Her office number is: 

01746 765001 
email is   helen.johnson@shropshire.gov.uk 

or you may leave a message for her at our school 
Reception Office.  She will also be present on GCSE 
results day to congratulate or comfort you!  If you donôt 
get the grades you were hoping for, Helen can help you 
find other options.   
The Connexions website has lots of useful information 
such as details of College Open Days: 
 

www.shropshireyouth.com 
 

If youôre thinking about an Apprenticeship, useful 
information and vacancies can be found at 
 

www.apprenticepships.org.uk 
 

And Broseley students - donôt forget the drop-in sessions - 
details above! 

Come and talk to Helen Johnson, the Connexions 
personal advisor from Shropshire Youth attached to 
William Brookes School, about: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helen holds a drop-in session at Broseley Library every 
Monday from 17.00-18.00, and on the first Monday of 
every month she is also at Broseley Youth Club from 19.00

ǒ Jobs 
ǒ Learning 
ǒ Relationships 

ǒ Courses 
ǒ Health 
ǒ Housing 

Liam Hall 



Our new 21 st  Century School -  

weõre nearly there! 
 

Year 7 students Millie Eccles, Bethany Hotchkiss 

and Mikaela Gunter were asked by their tutor Mrs 

Ravenscroft to go around school and ask different 

year groups what they hoped to see in the new 

school building.   
 

ǒ Chloe Andrews in Year10 said òA better drama studio 

would be nice.ó 

ǒ George Johnson in Year 7 would like to see ò...better 

music rooms.  And OH WOW a chocolate fountain as 

well... Yeah.ó 

ǒ Year 7 student Paul Clift thinks òwe should be able to 

wear different earrings rather than just studs.ó 

ǒ Lauryn Jones Year 8, Leah Ball of Year 7and Danielle 

Cox, Year 8 agreed with òNo ties!ó 

ǒ Caitlin Bowers, Year 7, would like òno uniform.ó 

ǒ And many people interviewed, including Year 7 students 

Jasmine Clarke and Isabel Mitchell, all wanted 

òbigger and better social rooms/spaces!ó 
 

These comments seem to fall into two distinct 

categories -  personal issues such as uniform and 

jewellery and the physical aspects of the building 

itself.   

Mrs Turner reports that the School Council, which is 

representative of the whole student body, have 

discussed uniform, jewellery and many other issues.  

They have asked that we continue with school 

uniform, although there may be some minor changes.  

The schoolõs jewellery policy will remain unchanged.  

Any student may make their views known to their 

Council representatives -  this is democracy in action!  

As for the building itself -  our students have also 

been represented at every stage of the One School 

Pathfinder consultations.  There will  be a better 

drama studio and better music rooms.  There will  be 

many indoor meeting areas -  wide corridors with 

ôbreakout spacesõ as well as designated social areas.  

But oh dear -  sorry George -  we probably wonõt be 

able to manage that chocolate fountain!  

Further details of the new 
building on pages 2 and 3.  

Ashley Bateman  Y9 A3 1 (Art) 

Rachel Cox  Y7 B5 3 (Art x 2 and D&T) 

Jaya Ellis-Perks  Y9 B8 3 (PSHE, RE and Art) 

Charlotte Evans  Y9 L2  1 (Art) 

Henry Fawcett  Y7 B6 2 (D&T and PE) 

Polly Foster  Y8 A1 1 (Science) 

Sarah Gallagher  Y7 B7 2 (History x 2) 

Richard Godfrey  Y8 A1 1 (PE) 

Hannah Green  Y7 A8 1 (History) 

Imogen Gullick  Y7 B1 1 (Art) 

Chloe Hammond  Y9 L7 1 (D&T) 

Brandon Harrison  Y8 L5 1 (PE) 

Ryan Hartland  Y9 A2 1 (Art) 

Yolanda Hollins  Y7 S3 1 (Art) 

Lydia Horton  Y7 A7 1 (Science) 

Elizabeth Jones  Y7 A7 1 (Whole School) 

Joshua Jones  Y8 A5 1 (Science) 

Lewis Jones  Y8 L3 1 (IT) 

Zach Jones  Y8 L7 2 (Science and English) 

Isabel Mitchell  Y7 L8 1 (Art) 

Georgina Montague Y8 L1 1 (Geography) 

Alex Morris  Y7 B2 1 (Drama) 

Elizabeth Neale  Y9 A4 1 (Art) 

Jessica Nicholas Y9 A3 3 (History x 2 and RE) 

Sarah Price  Y9 L1 1 (Art) 

Zachary Price  Y7 S8 1 (English) 

Katie Pridmore  Y8 A1 1 (Science) 

Emily Ratcliffe  Y7 A1 1 (English) 

James Rees  Y8 S8 1 (IT) 

Matthew Sheldrick Y8 S3 1 (PSHE) 

Joe Slater  Y9 L7 1 (Art) 

Natalie Tonks  Y7 A3 1 (Art) 

Leah Venables  Y7 S4 2 (Science x 2) 

Ivan Wroe  Y9 S7  1 (Art) 

Neve York  Y7 S2 1 (Art) 

Jake Young  Y7 L8 1 (PE) 
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Headôs Commendations 
have recently been awarded to: 

Hannah Lister and Jo Heath 



Liberty Island 
Photos of the group as a whole (above) and (below, left to 
right) Alysha Lloyd, Natalie Holloway and Mike Yates 
enjoying the sunshine - although the piles of snow show 
how freezing cold the weather was! 
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Mr Walker with small healthy snack 

From our front pageé 
Did you guess?  Itôs Natasha 
Gibbs and Mrs Turner! 



A level Business Studies students visited New York 
over the February half-term holiday. 

 

Sixth Form student Jake Benyon tells us all about their tripé 
 

ñAfter a long journey and wait for our cases, we arrived at our hotel in New 
York at 18.00 local time on Valentineôs Day.  We were all very tired, having 
been awake for almost 24 hours, but were so excited to be in New York (and 
to have met Chris Martin who was on our flight!) 

The first day there we went to the Statue of Liberty; it was a clear day and we 
had some amazing views.  After a very long wait we were finally able to 
board the ferry taking us across to Liberty Island.  We spent a good hour or so 
on the island before catching the ferry to Ellis Island where all the immigrants 
registered to come into the US.  We went back to Manhattan and walked to 
Ground Zero, site of the Twin Towers.  We then did a spot of shopping and 
had a walk down Wall Street to look at the business area of New York before 
catching the tube to Times Square; an amazing sight at night-time. 

The next day we all gathered in the hotel lobby to make arrangements to visit 
the United Nations.  We decided to take a bus, to allow for some sight-seeing 
on the way!  There were several exhibitions in the UN, including one of the 
survivors of the Holocaust.  Mrs Fone and Mr Walker had their faces put onto 
a special commemorative stamp.  We also visited the Rockefeller Centre that 
day, but it was very snowy and most of us wanted to go back the following 
day to climb The Rock, one of the tallest buildings in New York. 

We also enjoyed a certain amount of free time when we were able to go 
shopping and sightseeing, splitting up into small groups to do as we wanted.  
A few of us went up the Empire State Building whilst others went up The Rock.  Some of us also went to see a Broadway show 
óPhantom of the Operaô, which was fantastic. 

We all had an amazing time and we came back exhausted and all spent out!  Everyone slept on the plane and coach journeys but 
were really glad that weôd had this opportunity.  Thanks to Mrs Fone for arranging it all and Mr Walker and Mrs Turner for 
helping out.ò 
 

Mrs. Fone addsé 
 

ñWall Street was of particular interest to some of our students as it clearly played a significant part in the recent major stock 
market downturn and consequent recession.  Business Studies students had been covering this topic as part of the A level 
syllabus and they were quite surprised to find out how small the actual financial district is, in comparison with the vast influence it 
wields in real terms.  As somebody once said, óWhen America sneezes, the rest of the world catches a cold.ô  And Iôm delighted to 
report that all our students behaved impeccably - I knew they would!ò 
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Jake Benyon in 
Central Park 

Group with New York policeman! 



On Wednesday lunchtimes students have been working 
together to design a car to win the Abu-Dhabi Formula One 
track.  The teams were named óBjletterô, óAyton 
Sennaô (sic), óDoombringerô and óReliabotô.  Each team had 
to measure the bends and straights of the track and design a 
car that would perform the best over a 59-lap race.   

When the race began Bjletter was storming ahead, way 
ahead of everyone else but unfortunately in the 18th lap it 
had engine failure and had to withdraw from the race.  The 
other 3 cars continued to the end with Doombringer (Sam 
Smith and Ben Jones) being the winning car, this car was 
then entered for the regional final on the 24th March.  The 
second car was Reliabot (James Smith and Edward 
Denholm) closely followed by Ayton Senna (George 
Morris and Richard Hadley). 

If you are interested in joining the club come along on 
Wednesday lunchtimes in Room 18 from 1.00 - 1.30.  All 
years are welcome. 

Students in Year 12 and 13 have been doing external exams 
this term and the results have been very good. 
The Year 12 students sat a Core 1 module in January with 
79% of the group gaining an A or B grade. 
The Year 13 students sat Core 3 and Statistics modules 
and over half of them gained a grade A or B. 

Congratulations to you all. 

Year 9 and 10 students have competed in the 
Intermediate Maths Challenge this term and the following 
students received awards: 
 

Bronze Awards  Silver Awards 

Joanna Law  Shannon Parker 

Calum Hems  Tom Butler 

Emily Farrant  Edward Tyley 

Joanne Grainger   

Rebecca Wrelton  Gold Awards 

Nick Hyde  Simon Bellows 

Ross Hermiston  Ben Evison 

Madeline Gullick  Richard Hadley 

Emily Jones 

Lucy Pritchard  Best in School 

George Morris  Simon Bellows 

Anna Howarth 

Jaymz Goodman  Well done to you all! 

On 3rd March many WBS students enjoyed competing against 
other students throughout the world in the World Maths Day 
competition.  The top students from each category received 
an Easter egg.  Well done to all who entered the competition! 
 

Congratulations to the following students: 
 

Top 10 correct   Scores 
 

Samuel Smith  2840 
James Smith  2034 
Demi-Leigh Mason 1603 
Edward Denholm  1434 
Paul Clift  1349 
James Robinson  1335 
Alex Middleton  1201 
Samuel Walker  1171 
William Sharpe  1133 
Alice Britten  1090 
 

Top 10 High scores Top 10 improvers 
James Smith  Lucienne Newell 
William Sharpe  Demi-Leigh Mason 
Samuel Smith  Alex Gunter 
Isabelle Cooke  Amelia West 
Beth Millward  Neve York 
James Challenor  Sophia Cooper 
Emma Tonks  George Bathhurst 
Alex Middleton  James Robinson 
Amy Bridges  Oliver Joesbury 
Jake Young  Christopher Ball 
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All students should have their own scientific calculator and 
ensure they bring it to every Mathematics lesson.  We sell 
Scientific Calculators for only Ã5; please see your Maths 
teacher or Mrs Caldwell in Room 1. 
We also sell revision discs for Ã3 that would benefit all 
students in KS4.  There is a disc for the Foundation tier 
which covers all topics from grades C to G and the Higher 
tier disc covers all topics from grades A* to D. 

Have a go at this Sudoku! 
Ask Mrs Caldwell for help if you get stuck. 



Citizenship news from Mrs Turner  
 

Year 8  

Topic for the term was ôRaising Awareness of the dangers 

of Drugsõ.  The CHOICES team came into each groupõs 

lesson to do a workshop with students.  The students then 

continued to research the dangers of substance misuse 

and how to help and support vulnerable people.  Parents 

were asked to comment and were complimentary about 

their children's learning.  One group have made a film 

with Mr Bertrand (our multi -media Manager), highlighting 

the dangers of drugs, and this should be available to view 

soon. 
 

Year 9  

Once again, this year group have excelled themselves with 

the Giving Nation Challenge.  All 6 classes voted for a 

cause of their choosing.  They had to research the cause 

and organise ways of raising awareness around school, as 

well as organising activities to raise money.  One group 

produced and performed workshops for National Anti -

bullying Week.  

Organisations such as Macmillan Cancer, Teenage Cancer 
Trust, Help for Heroes, Wish Upon A Star and The 
Alzheimer's Society benefited from the £1000 plus that 

was raised.  Mrs Horsley's group raised over £500 just 

for Help the Heroes!  Well done to them as well as all the 

Year 9 students for their outstanding dedication and hard 

work.   
 

Year 10 Safe Road User course  

Members attended a Bikeability proficiency course at 

Sundorne Sports Centre on Friday 19 th  March.  They are 

the first group in Shropshire to pass all 3 levels in one 

day.  Well done to them!  
 

Year 10 Full GCSE group  

This group have just completed a Human Rights 

Awareness week, producing materials for tutorial period 

and workshops.  They invited a representative from 

Amnesty International to speak about the work that 

they do.  They are now analysing questionnaires 

and will evaluate the results.  Well done Year 10, 

a magnificent effort!  

other items before the end of the summer term, starting 
with non-fiction lending books, progressing through careers 
materials, DVDs, fiction books etc. and eventually our 
Reference stock.  Therefore, there will inevitably be a period 
of time towards the end of the summer term when our 
resources will increasingly not be available.  Apologies in 
advance for any difficulties this causes.   

EXAMS 
 

The Library will be used for some exams during the summer 
term, and will therefore be closed to other users at these 
times.  Details will be posted outside the library and on the 
student bulletin.  This will not affect Homework Club. 

FEWER BOOKS 
 

In preparation for our imminent move, we recently weeded out  
nearly 500 outdated and/or dog-eared books from our 
shelves, making it easier to spot newer titles. 

 

MORE BOOKS! 
 

We have added many new titles to the shelves this term 
thanks to a donation of funds from FWBS (Friends of William 
Brookes School, formerly the PTA).  These range from 
materials to support Sixth Form courses to books that will 
appeal to the youngest students in school.  Thank you, FWBS! 

 

WORLD BOOK DAY 
4TH MARCH 2010 

   

All our students were offered a free Ã1 book token as part of 
the World Book Day celebrations.  Many thanks to all those 
who decided to spend theirs as part payment on an order from 
the March ñCover2Coverò Book Club, and indeed to everyone 
who placed an order.   

 

MORE DVDS 
 

Again, thanks to the generosity of FWBS, we have been able 
to enlarge our collection of films on DVD.  These can be 
borrowed in the same way as books, but on a one-week loan 
basis.  There are no loan charges, although there are of 
course some age restrictions.   
 

LIBRARY ASSISTANTS 
 

Student Library Assistants attended a training session on the 
12th March, working towards the test they will undergo in July 
and discussing óEclipse.netô, the new computerised library 
management system that we shall be using soon.  This is an 
exciting development - all students will be able to access their 
library account, check our catalogue from home, etc.  More 
details in our summer newsletter! 
 

CARNEGIE READING GROUP 
 

Next term sees the award of the Carnegie Medal for the most 
outstanding book for young people published last year.  We 
will once again be taking part in the óshadowingô scheme run 
by CILIP (Chartered Institute of Library and Information 
Professionals), which means that we read and evaluate the 
same shortlisted books as the official judges.  We even get to 
tell them what we think of their choices!  Studentsô views are 
published on the special óShadowingô website:   

www.ckg.org.uk 
Click on the óshadowing siteô link, then find William Brookes in 
the A-Z list of reading groups.  
 

This yearôs shortlisted titles will be announced on Friday 23rd 
April, and our first meeting will be held in the Library during 
tutor period on that day.  We will be choosing our group of 
readers/members of the team to represent WBS at óThe 

Bashesô, our annual Carnegie book quiz 
challenge against fellow óShadowingô group 
at Idsall School in Shifnal.  This event will 
take place on Tuesday 22nd June, and as 
well as attempting to win back the 
magnificent trophy (also pictured!), we will 
vote for our joint winner and the teams will 
enjoy special Carnegie-themed post-Quiz 
snacks. 
Members must read as many of the 
shortlisted titles (there may well be 8 books 
to get through!) as possible before the 
winner is announced on 24th June. 
 

MOVE PREPARATIONS 
 

We shall have 
to pack up all 
our books and 

Library latest...Library latest...Library latest...Libr 
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óBashesô trophy 
shown actual size. 
(Just kidding - but it 
isnôt very big!) 

Why óThe Bashesô?  Well, 
there is a burnt bookmark in 
there - think óAshesô, but 
with books, not cricket! 



HOCKEY 

A committed group of hockey 
players from Years 8, 9 and 10 have 
been practicing weekly in the Sports Hall and are now 
enjoying our fabulous, new astro turf. 

Their hard work has enabled them to progress and 
gain much deserved success.  The Under-14 team 
were placed 3rd in the Telford Schools Hockey 
Championships and were Runners-up in the 
County Emerging Schools Tournament, 
two extremely pleasing results.  Well 
done, girls! 

The Under-16 team continue to play 
at an excellent standard.  On the field 
they work diligently as a team, 
always giving 100% commitment and 
effort.  The girls are Telford Schools 
Champions and Winners of the County 
Emerging Schools Tournament.  Next yearôs Under-16 
team will have much to 
live up to! 
 

BRITISH SCHOOLS 
BIATHLON 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

This is the first year that 
we have entered this 
competition, which 
consists of a 100m swim 
and a kilometre run.  
Oliver Crossley (Year 
12) sailed through the 
Midlands round and was 
selected to compete in 
the final at Crystal Palace 
National Sports Centre on 
Sunday March 21st.  Not only 
did Oli relish the opportunity to 
swim in the fantastic 50m pool 
and run on the track where 
many famous runners have 
trodden before him, but he 
achieved a fantastic result.  Oli 
is now the 7th fastest biathlon 
competitor in the Year 12/13 
competition in Britain - a huge 
success!  This is especially 
fantastic considering that he 
still has another year to 
compete in this age category.  
Well done Oli - we are very 
proud of you! 
 

CROSS COUNTRY 

The County Championships 
were held on Saturday 23rd 
January in Oswestry.  Over a 
long and undulating course, 
our runners made a fantastic 
effort.  The Year 7 Boysô team 
were placed 2nd, our best 
team performance in 
quite a few years.  Alex 

Burrows (Year 7) crossed the finish line 
in 1st position with older brother Josh 
finishing his race in 3rd position.  Both 
brothers were selected to represent 

Shropshire at an Inter-County fixture in February.  Well 
done to you both and to our teams! 
 

GYMNASTICS 

Gymnastics Club has run every Tuesday 
evening in both autumn and spring terms, 
with the girls performing at a primary 
school gymnastics competition prior to 
Christmas.  Two of our more 
experienced gymnasts, Jess and 
Ashleigh Griffin (Years 10 and 8), 
attended the Key Steps Gymnastic 

Judging course in March.  They both 
passed with flying colours, which will enable them 

to judge at Primary school gymnastic competitions.  
Well done girls! 

 

SPORTSHALL 
ATHLETICS 

Years 7 and 8 students 
took part in the Aviva 
Sportshall Secondary 
Competition for the first 
time.  In the initial round, 
both our boys and girls 
teams won convincingly 
against our partnership 
schools, taking us through 
to the next round; 
representing East 
Shropshire at the County 
Final in February.  Hosted 
by the Charlton School, 

Wellington, the competition in 
the Final proved tough, but all 
16 students (8 girls and 8 boys) 
competed at a high level, 
demonstrating their commitment 
and enthusiasm.  We were 
definitely the best at cheering! 

The boys finished a very 
creditable 2nd, losing to Adams 
Grammar School.  The girls 
were a fantastic 1st, beating the 
Blessed Robert Johnson School 
by 3 points to take the honours, 
and secure a place at the West 
Midlands Final in Solihull on 
Thursday 18th March.   
 

So William Brookes Year 
8 Girlsô Athletics Team 
are the new County 
Champions! 

 

As you might imagine, the West 
Midlands Final brought us 'face 
to face' with some excellent and 
experienced athletes.  Our girls 

(Continued on page 17) 

Sports Reports  
from Mrs Humphreys 
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Year 7 student Matthew Griffiths was top 
óAge 11 Boyô and Rebecca Hawthorn in 
Year 8 is on form to achieve Midland 
qualifying times in several front crawl events.  
Training will start again after the Easter holidays.  
(Monday evening 4-5pm) 

Our victorious Under - 16 team who recently won 

the SSCFA President's Plate 2 -  1 against Burton 

Borough School, Kieran Osborne (front, extreme 
left) scoring both WBS goals.  More details in 

our next issue!  

however, were not fazed and gave of their best in every 
event, representing Shropshire with huge pride.  The 8-
strong team chose to adopt the names of Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs, and wore tops with their names 
on them, as you can see from the photos opposite. 

The final results were: 

1st Coventry, Solihull and Warwickshire  114 points 

2nd Staffordshire             94 points 

3rd  Birmingham             91 points 

4th Shropshire (WBS)            89 points 

Just 5 points separated 4th and 2nd places; the girls 
were not in any way outclassed.  Girls, you have been a 
pleasure to work with and I am very proud of you all! 

Congratulations to: 

Georgia Goymer, Chloe Wildman, Lindsey Grainger, 
Joanna Slater, Josie Taylor, Sophie Wells, Anna 
Roberts and Claudia Evison. 
 

SWIMMING 

The Year 8 Girls has team been our most successful 
this term.  They took 2nd place in their League Gala; 
narrowly beaten by Thomas Telford School.  At the 
recent County Swimming Championships, it was great 
to see WBS students achieving top positions in their 
age group and improving their personal best times.  

(Continued from page 16) 
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The Year 8 Boys 
Football Team in 

action. 
They played in the 
Final of the SSCFA 
Presidentôs Plate and 
lost to Sundorne 
School 0:2 in a close 

game. 


