
Our annual Summer Fête, organised and run by our active PTA, was held 
this year on Sunday 20th May, raising just over £1800 for school funds! 

Special thanks has to go to the Gibbons family from 
Broseley who once again provided us with a 

superb barbecue, for which we are very 
grateful.  We hope they will come 
again next year.  We also need to 
thank: 

 

·  Mr. and Mrs. Budd who 
provided prizes and judged the Pet 

Show 
·  The Music Department 
for their entertainment 

(photo on page 15) 
·  The Caretakers 
·  All the WBS staff 
and students who ran a 
stall or came and 
supported the event 

·  The Shropshire 
Fire Department 
·  Drama and Dance 
for their activities and 
Maypole dancing 

Your help and support 
means that we can continue 

to help run and maintain the three school 
minibuses on a regular basis, and contribute to 
different departments in the school.   
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All the fun of the Fair ! 

The weather stayed fine and there 
were some fantastic stalls and 
entertainments on offer.  These 
included our summer draw (see 
page 2 for a list of winners), the 
yummy barbecue, maypole 
dancing and live music.  The 
highlight of the afternoon for many 
people was a new event, held for 
the first time this year - the Pet 
Show!  Dogs galore 
competed against a pet 
sheep, a guinea pig, a 
gerbil and a tortoise, 
and one of the dogs 
won - ‘Quito’ , 
belonging to 
George Whitaker  
of W10.  Another 
Year 10 student, 
Chr is 
Walthorne, also 
made an 
appearance at the 
pet show, 
disguised as ‘Bertie 
the Bear’ , and won first 
prize in the ‘Three legs or less’  
category! 
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“ William Brookes is a good school with many outstanding features.”  
 

These aren’t our own words, but the conclusion reached by the Inspectors who visited school on 10th May to conduct our latest 
Ofsted report.  See page 11 for a brief report from Mrs. Cooper, and our website (www. williambrookes.shropshire.sch.uk) for 

a full copy of the official inspection report.  Copies have already been sent to parents of all our students. 

PHOTOS ON THIS PAGE - Above:  ‘Bertie the Bear’ .  Left:  Mrs. Digby and Calum selling books (see also page 4) 
Right:  Mrs. Ravenscroft busy face painting.  Centre:  The victorious Quito Whitaker wearing his rosette! 



OUR ‘ONE SCHOOL PATHFINDER’ 
REBUILDING PLANS 

 

A big thank you to all those who have participated in our 
stakeholder consultation sessions since April.  This has 
included students, parents, future parents, governors, users of 
the school and its site, local councillors and officers, 
neighbours and friends of the school.  You have made such a 
valuable contribution to the educational vision that we have 
now established for our school of the future.  The process has 
been overseen by the Project Board and the outcomes of this 
consultation were collated in a directory which informed the 
planning of a Stakeholder Conference on 8th/9th June 2007 
with 88 stakeholders in attendance, from across the 
representative spectrum.  The outcomes have provided the 
shape and substance of the Pathfinder school vision set out 
below. 

TRANSFORMATIONAL THEMES 
 

There are five key transformational themes that are woven 
through the body of the educational principles that inform the 
vision for our pathfinder school: 
 

� � OLYMPISM - Grounded in the historic legacy of William 
Penny Brookes and the founding work of Coubertin, 
Olympism draws on the pursuit of personal excellence. 

� � INNOVATIVE TEACHING, PERSONALISED LEARNING 
AND ACHIEVEMENT - A sustained focus on innovative 
teaching and learning, harnessing the benefits of the new 
technologies, developing the practice of the school 
workforce and providing opportunities via learning pathways, 
for all to progress and achieve in an outstanding school. 

� � SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING - 
Active pursuit of the 5 outcomes of ‘Every Child Matters’, 
allied to the fundamental principles enshrined in the 
Olympian ideal of a ‘healthy mind in a healthy body’. 

� � COMMUNICATIONS - At the heart of the everyday practice, 
to meet the needs of students and the community, to provide 
breadth of access to the curriculum and to exploit the 
benefits of e learning, thereby encouraging the further 
development of citizenship and personal development. 

� � EXTENDED COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS - An extension 
of the foundation of success, partnership working will 
strengthen relationships with and between all the 
communities served by the school, through opportunities in 
learning, sport, arts and culture. 

 

10 KEY PRINCIPLES 
 

� � An outstanding school which maximises the potential 
of all learners to achieve, and which respects its 
Olympian heritage 

� � A sustainable landmark building in harmony with the 
environment 

� � Access to innovative, personalised learning to include 
and value all learners 

� � Active, creative social spaces that promote  learning 
and physical and emotional health and well being 

� � A balance between flexible, multi-functional, adaptable 
and specialist spaces for learning  

� � A welcoming school with high value on independent 
learning, student care, guidance, leadership and 
personal development 

� � Accessible, appropriate, adaptable ICT to meet the 
needs of all learners served by the school 

� � An extended campus for learning with appropriate 
access for all the communities served by the school 

� � Learning enriched by partnerships which facilitate 
transition and progression 

� � Access to high quality sports, arts and cultural 
opportunities in partnership with all the communities 
served by the school 

 

WHY WE ARE A ‘COUBERTIN SCHOOL’ 
 

The Olympian heritage at Much Wenlock 
 

“Much Wenlock is a town in Shropshire, a county on the 
border of Wales and, if the Olympic Games that modern 
Greece has not yet been able to revive still survive today, it is 
due not to a Greek but to Dr W. P. Brookes. It is he who 
inaugurated them 40 years ago, and it is still he, now 82 years 
old but still alert and vigorous, who continues to organise and 
inspire them”.   (Baron Pierre de Coubertin, 1890) 
 

The Wenlock Games were the foundation for the revival of the 
modern Olympiad and they are Britain’s Olympic heritage.  
Whilst the revival of the Olympic tradition was the brain-child 
of the French nobleman, Baron Pierre de Coubertin, one of 
the major influencing factors on Coubertin’s thinking was the 
work of the Shropshire doctor, William Penny Brookes.  De 
Coubertin’s visit to Dr Brookes in Much Wenlock in 1890 was 
to prove very significant in forming his thinking and his vision.  
 

In 1850, Brookes had started the Wenlock Games.  He had a 
keen interest in the values of antiquity and felt that a healthy 
body was as important as a healthy mind.  The Games were 
held annually on the Linden Field, Much Wenlock, and 
consisted of traditional English rural sports.  They continue to 
this day and are an important focus for our local community.  
 

For Pierre de Coubertin, the Olympic Games were more than 
an athletic event.  They were to enhance human development 
and make the world a better place to live in.  To this end, 
Coubertin tied the staging of the Games and his work with the 
IOC to a set of ideals.  These ideals have become known as 
‘Olympism’ - a philosophy of life, exalting and combining in a 
balanced whole the quality of body, will and mind.  Blending 
sport with culture and education, Olympism seeks to create a 
way of life based on the joy found in effort, the educational 
value of good example and respect for universal fundamental 
ethical principles, to ennoble and strengthen sports, to ensure 
their independence and duration, and thus to enable them 
better to fulfil the educational role incumbent upon them in the 
modern world.  
 

Olympism is based on 6 Goals which should be seen as 
integral to the future vision of William Brookes School: 

personal excellence  fair play 
mass participation         cultural exchange 
sport as education         international understanding 

 

The Olympic movement’s principal purpose is: 
“To contribute to building a peaceful and better world by 
educating youth through sport practised without discrimination 
of any kind and in the Olympic spirit, which requires mutual 
understanding with a spirit of friendship, solidarity and fair 
play”.  It is captured in the Latin motto:  “ Citius, Altius, 
Fortius”  or “ Swifter, Higher, Stronger” . 
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Please visit www.williambrookes.shropshire.sch.uk 
to see the full Education Vision for our new school. 



...to these ex-students who have recently graduated. 
(Please let us know if you hear of any more!) 

 

Alex Bateman  2:2 Education with Geography
    (Aberystwyth) 
Kather ine Bragg  1st History (Durham) 
James Coleshaw  3rd Linguistics (Manchester) 
Kit Evans   2:1 Creative Media and  
    Technologies (Bradford) 
Lydia Hampson  2:1 Theatre Studies with Italian 
    (Sussex) 
Gareth Hughes  2:1 Psychology (Cardiff) 
Oliver  L iebscher  1st Information Systems 
    (Newcastle) 
Andy Nabbs  2:1 Tropical Disease Biology 
    (Liverpool) 
John Phillips  1st Arabic (Durham) 
Samantha Ridgway  2:1 Engineering (Warwick) 
Simon Roberts  2:2 Theology and Religious 
    Studies (St. John’s, York) 
Emily Simons  2:1 Exercise and Health/Sports 
    and Coaching Studies 
    (Oxford Brookes) 
Rosie Tamkin  1st Biological Sciences  
    (Exeter ) 
Char lotte Tellis-James  1st Psychology  
    (Sheffield Hallam) 
Amy Wilkinson  2:1 Psychology (Swansea) 
Katherine Wright  2:1 Creative Writing (Leeds) 
 

And we hear that Ruth Hughes has passed her Bar vocational course and 
will now be carrying out her Pupilage in Law. 
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...to these students, who have all gained Honours 
Marks Cer tificates this term: 

 

25 Honours Marks 
 

Chelsea Bailey, W7   Richard Jones, W8 
Thomas Butler, B7   Kayleigh Martell, E7 
Will Dale, B8   Samuel Mitchell, H7 
Rachel Davies, W8   Lauren Nickless, W7 
Diane Field, H7   Rebecca Price, E8 
Libby Glennon, W8  Hannah Shelley, E7 
Kieran Jones, E7   Claire Smout, E8 
  Chloe Walmsley, C7 
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PTA Summer Draw winners included... 
 

Sunday Lunch for 2 at The Raven  Mrs. E. Herdson 
£40 voucher, Valley Hotel   Mrs. J. Lye 
Ironbridge Gorge Museums Family pass Mr. S. Bateman 
2 adult tickets to Chester Zoo   Mrs. E. Wild 

Ben Turner , H9, has reached the Finals of the ©Young 
Landscape Photographer of the Year© Competition (©Your 
View© section) with this lovely photo entitled ‘Sheep Shot’ !  
Ben entered the competition after seeing it on the BBC 
breakfast news a few weeks ago and there were thousands of 
other entrants.   
He had only been using this particular camera for a few 
weeks when he saw this sheep in a field near Topley, south of 
Rushbury.  It was busy grazing but looked up when Ben 
shouted ‘Sheep!’  to attract its attention. 
The competition winners will be announced on 31st August, 
and Ben has promised to keep us informed of his progress. 

We hope ewe win, Ben! 
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100 Honours Marks 
 

Adam Heywood, E7  Lucy Pritchard, B7 
Abbie McCarthy, C7  Rebecca Sheldrick, C7 
Samuel Morris, Q7  Calum Sullivan, E7 

150 Honours Marks 
 

Saffron Allen, W7 

50 Honours Marks 
 

Rebecca Backhouse, E7  Joseph Jones, B7 
Lewis Baugh, B7   Toby Jones, W7 
Richard Davies, Q7  Molly Laycock, E7 
Rosie Edge, B7   Jay Northall, Q7 
Oliver Gill, C7   Shannon Parker, B7 
Josephine Heath, Q8  Connor Pengelly, C7 
Georgina Hines, W8  Josh Ravenscroft, E7 
Grace-Olivia Howson, C8  Tom Saunders, E7 
Christopher Jenkins, H8  Jack Senior, B7 
  Rebecca Wrelton, E7 



‘Carnegie’  Shadowing Scheme 
This has been more exciting than ever this year!  The 
Carnegie medal (pictured left) is awarded every year by 
CILIP (The Chartered Institute of Library and 

Information Professionals) and they invite groups of young people to 
‘shadow’  the awards process.  This means reading the shortlisted 
books, meeting to discuss them and post reviews on the official 
website, and finally choosing our own winner.  This year, our 
‘Carnegie Readers’  were: 
James Challenor , C7  Lucy Pr itchard, B7 
Adam Heywood, E7  Andrew Sheldr ick, H9 
Tom Jennings, B10  Nicola Worrall, C8 
Rory Kelly, B10   Chr istina Law, W10 
 

They all enjoyed the experience of reading books which might not 
have been their usual choice.  The shortlisted books were: 
 

1. Kevin Brooks   “The Road of the Dead” 
2. Siobhan Dowd   “A swift pure cry”  
3. Anne Fine   “The Road of Bones”  
4. Ally Kennen   “Beast”  
5. Meg Rosoff   “Just in case”  

Tom and Rory (pictured above with other William Brookes students 
Mollie Muscutt and Ruth Clemmey, and ex-student Ben Clemmey)
went with Mrs. Herdson to meet Anne Fine in May, at an event 
organised by Wenlock Books.  The boys asked many questions 

about her work in general and ‘The Road of Bones’  
in particular!  She also signed library copies of her 
books. 
Last year we visited our fellow ‘Shadowing’  group 
at Idsall School in Shifnal to take part in ‘The 
Bashes’  Carnegie book quiz, which we won!  This 
term saw the return match, with a team of 9 Idsall 
students pitted against 6 from William Brookes.  Our 
students did fantastically well, losing by just a single 
point!  We then chose our joint favourite book 
(Beast) and shared some Carnegie-themed nibbles 
and drinks.   

 

CILIP announced on 21st June that the ‘official’  winner (chosen by 
librarians) was “ Just in Case” .  All the short-listed titles are in our 
library stock, so come and read them for yourself and see which 
book you would have chosen.  We’ ll even give you a free ‘Carnegie’  
bookmark! 
 

Congratulations! 
Student Library Assistants Chr istina Law, Andrew Sheldr ick and 
Nicola Worrall were recently assessed by Miss Margaret Moss from 
Shropshire Schools Library Service.  They have all gained their 

Stage 2 Student Library Assistant Certificates and will be given 
these at the school’s Presentation Evening in September.  Christina 
and Nicola recently accompanied Mrs. Herdson to Schools Library 
Service headquarters in Shrewsbury, where they chose new books 
for our library stock.  Next year’s Assistants will include Siobhan 
Arnel, James Challenor , Toby Jones and Jo Law (at lunchtimes), 
plus Ben Turner  (after school).  All current Library ‘helpers’ , 
whether undertaking the SLS scheme or not, were invited to a 
special ‘Thank You’  picnic in the Library on the last day of term! 
 

New books! 
Thank you to everyone who bought books from the “Cover2Cover”  
May and June leaflets – we were able to obtain more complimentary 
titles for library stock.  In fact, this academic year your orders have 
enabled us to obtain free books for our Library worth well over 
£500!  You will also find on our shelves two copies of a booklet 
written by Year 7 student Calum Sullivan.  It’s an exciting story 
called “Arthur Lipman and the evil Lord Naven” and all proceeds 
from the sale of the books are going to Great Ormond Street 
Hospital. 
We are also pleased to have received a complimentary copy of 
“Courage” by Gordon Brown, containing biographies of several 
inspirational world figures.  It is now on our shelves at 920. 
 

 

 

The School Library Association 
and the Government’s Department 
for Education and Skills have 
collaborated to offer all secondary 

school libraries a free collection of 20 books for boys aged 11-14.  
There were hundreds of wonderful titles to choose from, and our 
selection of riveting reads was made by Andrew Sheldrick of H9.  
The books have already arrived in school and you will find many of 
them on special displays around our library. 

 

Free books for  Year  7 students!  

Booktrust recently announced England©s 
first national programme designed to 
provide every child at Year 7 with a free 
book by Christmas 2007.  ‘Booked Up’  

is designed to encourage reading for pleasure and to maintain the 
development of reading levels between Years 6 and 7 as children 
make the difficult transition from primary to secondary education.  
Booktrust is supported by the (DfES) Department for Education and 
Skills (now the DfCSF) with an allocation of £2.78m, which makes 
the programme free for all participating schools and allows each 
child to make his or her own choice of book from a selection of 12 
titles.  We have, of course, registered as a ‘participating’  school and 
look forward to the books arriving next term! 
 

The 12 titles on the Booked Up list are: 
 

� � Journey to the River  Sea – Eva Ibbotson 
� � Cloud Busting – Malorie Blackman 
� � A Dog Called Grk – Joshua Doder 
� � Saffy©s Angel – Hilary McKay 
� � Mortal Engines – Philip Reeve 
� � I , Cor iander – Sally Gardner 
� � Dream on – Bali Rai 
� � Framed – Frank Cottrell Boyce 
� � Evil Inventions (Horrible Science) – Nick Arnold, illustrated by 

Tony De Saulles 
� � Freak the M ighty – Rodman Philbrick 
� � The Ring of Words – An Anthology of Poetry, selected by 

Roger McGough, illustrated by Satoshi Kitamura 
� � Unbelievable! – Paul Jennings  
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Barbara Mitchelhill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More WBS students got the chance to meet an author 
this term, too.  Half of Year 7, along with Year 8 
Student Library Assistant Nicola Worrall and several 
members of staff, attended a talk by author Barbara 
Mitchellhill in the Edge Arts Centre on 20th June.  She 
read passages from her new book ‘Storm 
Runners’ (two copies are available in our library), 
answered questions and signed books for students. 

BM with Anna Dreda from Wenlock Books 
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Mr. Wayne Thomas, Head of Geography, asked Sixth Form 
student Sam Wilson to give us this report... 

This academic year has seen an abundance of freak 
weather.  This could be linked with global warming, as 
one of the effects is an increase in abnormal weather 
patterns.  The strong winds reached 48 mph in 
November, causing two of the trees on the Linden Field 
to be blown down. 
 
The beginning of February saw several inches of snow 
fall, leading to closure of the school.  April brought a 
contrast to February, bringing the hottest and driest 
month on record.  Temperatures soared to a 
phenomenal 28°C.  Normally June is considered as 
being a sweltering month, but this year was a wash out. 
Total rainfall in June reached 210mm, and 59mm of this 
fell in just one day!  705mm is the average yearly 
rainfall, so we had a whole month’s rain on that single 
day!  No wonder Much Wenlock ended up looking like 
this! 

BM with Nicola Worrall and Siobhan Arnel 

International School L ibrary Day 
On Monday, October 1st, students and school library staff around the 
UK and Ireland will celebrate International School Library Day.  
The aim of this special day is to ‘celebrate school libraries and 
librarians and to highlight their importance in the education of our 
children’ .  Everyone borrowing a book from our library that day will 
receive a free bookmark.  Don’ t be surprised if Mrs. Herdson comes 
to school wearing something a little unusual, too!   
 

Overdue books 
Thank you to everyone who remembered to return their library 
books this term, especially those in Year 11 and the Sixth Form.  
Students who have habitually kept books for a long time, despite 
reminders, will find that they are now limited to one loan only - or 
even none!  Those who can be trusted to return their books on time 
are allowed the following allocations:  Year 7 - up to 2 books at a 
time; Year 8 - 3 books; Year 9 - 4 books; Years 10 and 11 - 5 books; 
and Sixth Form students - up to 6 books. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Touquet so that the students could spend some free time in 
the market before heading off to the ‘Bagatelle’ theme park.  
A fun time was had by all on the water rides and roller 
coasters, although Jessica Thomas of E7 will probably not 
be wanting another go on the Pirate Ship in a hurry!  After 
another exhausting day, the students returned to the Colonie 
des Vacances for a well-needed evening meal, some free 
time and another opportunity to practise some French.  
Monsieur Wilson and Monsieur Thomas thoroughly enjoyed 
singing and dancing along with the students to the “Lundi, 
mardi, mercredi…” song.  Mademoiselle Bartlett would have 
been very proud of them!   
On the final day of the visit, the students went to a traditional 
French bakery for a demonstration (in French!) of how French 
bread and croissants are made.  After being presented with 
their freshly-baked pains au chocolat, they then set off for the 
‘Nausicaa’ Sea Life Centre in Boulogne, to see a variety of 

(Continued on page 7) 
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On the 4th July 2007, 40 of our Year 7 students left for a short 
visit to France accompanied by Madame Crowther, Monsieur 
Thomas, Monsieur Wilson and Monsieur Walker.  After an 
early start and a pleasant crossing on the ferry from Dover to 
Calais, they arrived in Boulogne at 5 pm and proceeded to do 
a ‘town trail’ of the ‘Vieille Ville’ (the old part of the town).  
They then set off for the Village Vacances Stella Maris near 
Le Touquet for a hearty evening meal and to unpack, before 
learning some useful French expressions to practise at the 
market the following morning.   
Breakfast on the 5th July was a truly French affair, with plenty 
of baguettes and croissants to choose from, as well as large 
bowls for drinking café, thé or chocolat chaud.  Drinking tea 
from a bowl proved to be a totally new experience for 
Monsieur Thomas but, although perturbed by this idea at first, 
he was soon happy to admit that the taste hadn’t been 
compromised!  After breakfast, we left for the centre of Le 
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Year 7 Trip to Boulogne 

Outside la Poste in Le Touquet 

Poppy Jones, H7 and Car la Bowen, W7 
outside the bakery Monsieur Walker checking out the ‘bonbons’  in the shops 
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Much Wenlock is officially twinned 
with the town of Cysoing, near Lille in Northern 
France.  The twinning group continue to provide an exciting 
range of activities, of which we give you brief details below.   
For more information, please contact Much Wenlock 
Twinning Group secretary, Linda Stevenson, by phoning 
01952 727884 or e-mailing lds@uwclub.net 

 

Official Exchange visit to Cysoing 
This will take place during the half-term holiday, October 25th – 28th 
and will cost between £40 - £80 per person, depending on numbers.  
Travel is by coach and accommodation will be with host families. 
 

French classes 
Beginners and Intermediate.  Please contact the tutor, Maria 
Richards directly on 01952 510334. 
French Book Club 
Read French books in English or French - or both!  Next meeting is 
on 12th September and the book for discussion will be ‘Ti-Puss’  by 
Ella Maillart. 
Future Events 
Fundraising and social events are at the planning stage, and the 
Twinning Group would welcome suggestions!  Please contact Linda 
on 01952 727884 or Joyce on 01952 727786. 

Overleaf, you will see an article about our Year  9 French 
exchange.  Two of the students who took part have given us 

their reports of the trip….in French!  Well done, Lydia 
Fenton and Callum Walker , both of B9… 

 

First, Lydia writes... 
« En juin j’ai participé à l’échange français et je suis allée à 
Vouvray.  Je suis allée avec mon collège.  Nous avons voyagé en 
car et en car-ferry.  J’ai rencontré le fils de Monsieur Evans.  Nous 
avons visité le collège de Vouvray et la ville de Tours.  Le lundi, 
nous sommes allés à Futuroscope, qui est un grand parc à thème. 
Je me suis entendue bien avec ma corres.  Elle s’appelle Marie.  Elle 
a 13 ans.  Elle habite à Vouvray avec sa famille; Felix, son père, 
Véronique, sa mère, et Lucas, son frère.  
Le voyage était très amusant.  Je me suis bien amusée. » 
 

And Callum adds... 
«  Bonjour!  Je m’appelle Callum et j’ai participé à l’échange 
français et il était bien.  Mon corres s’appelle Quentin Fleury et il 
est gentil.  Il a quatorze ans et il habite à Vouvray et sa maison est 
grande.  La visite était très bien.  Nous avons visité des parcs à 
thème et nous avons visité quelques villes.  C’était très amusant.   
La seule chose que j’ai détesté était le voyage, parce que c’était 
ennuyeux, et nous a pris 16 heures.  J’ai mangé bien parce que 
j’aime la cuisine française et les croissants était délicieux! »   
 

(Despite Monsieur Walker’s 3-day visit to France, it seems that 
Callum still has ‘The Edge’  as far as French is concerned!) 

Forthcoming Language 
Events  2007-2008 

 

� � European Languages Week 24th - 28th September 
� � Flying Theatre’s production of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (in 

French!) at ‘The Edge’ on Wednesday 27th February 
� � French Exchange students at William Brookes 13th - 21st 

March 
� � Year 9 French Exchange to Vouvray 4th - 13th June 
� � Year 8 Bastille Day 15th July 
 

2008 will be the 25th anniversary of our French 
Exchange with Vouvray! 

 
 

Bienvenue à William Brookes School! 
 

In September, we will be welcoming Mademoiselle Jones and 
Mademoiselle Thomas to the Languages Department.   
 

Et à bientôt! 
 

Madame Mersh has now started her maternity leave and we 
wish her the best of luck for her new arrival in August.  She 
will be returning to us after Easter 2008. 
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Student comments about the Year 7 tr ip: 
 

“ I thought it was a great experience and I’m glad I went to France.  
I liked the markets and the theme park.  The room we were in was 
nice and comfortable.  Our journey was pleasant and smooth, 
although on the way back the ferry was rough and so it took a lot 
longer.  Since I’ve been to France I feel that I know more about it 
and I also think that I know more French words than I did before.  
My yellow booklet helped me a lot.”   - Thomas Lowe, Q7 
 

“ I thought the Year 7 trip was good fun and I leant some more 
French.  I’d recommend it for next year’s students!”   

- Molly Laycock, E7 

Lauren Devitt, W7, 
Jasmine Denholm, H7 
and Nicole Caston, H7 

sea creatures including sharks, tuna, jellyfish and sea lions.  
This was followed by a rather windy picnic lunch before 
heading back to the port for the return leg of the journey.  
Unfortunately, this didn’t prove to be the most pleasurable of 
experiences, as the coach ended up stuck in Calais for three 
and a half hours due to the inclement weather.  The students 
were brilliant, though, and happily entertained themselves 
until we eventually boarded the ferry after 6 pm.  We finally 
arrived back in Much Wenlock at midnight after a truly 
rewarding and enjoyable visit to France.  C’était un bon 
séjour! 
 

A grand MERCI to Madame Ellison for organising the visit 
and also to all the staff who accompanied the trip.  Monsieur 
Wilson and Monsieur Thomas are now budding linguists and 
even Monsieur Walker will have to admit he did make some 
progress! 

- Madame Crowther, juillet 2007�

(Continued from page 6) 
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This is the fifth year we have had a school fantasy football 
league, but sees the first staff member to be crowned School 
Champion.  Yes, that’s right a staff member has actually won 
the league!  I have now taken down the display for my second 
place medal from last year, as Mr. Pugh owns the 2006-07 
Trophy.  For those who are interested ,I had a disappointing 
year, finishing 24th and our football expert, Mr. Reece, lay 
one place behind in 25th!  
Well done to all those who entered, especially the ‘Manager 
of the Month’  award winners.  Each Year Champion is listed 

below and has either received a medal or will 
receive them in the final awards 
assembly.  Look out next year for 

the new and improved school 
fantasy football league. 

A report from Mr. Brocklehurst... 
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(Continued on page 18) 

Abbie (Cooper) and Vicky of C7 (pictured left) organised a 
Sponsored Run (or Walk!) in aid of Severn Hospice.  It took 
place after school (4 pm - 6.15 pm) on Wednesday, 16th May 
on the William Brookes School cross-country course… 
 

“Corbett 7 students and friends managed to raise in excess of 
£650!  It all went well, the weather was fine and everyone 
enjoyed the event.  The reason why we are dressed as fairies 
is because we both put together an outfit of fancy dress to 
brighten up the event.  All our friends liked our costumes.  And 
all of the money has definitely gone to a very good cause!”
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Sixth Form students have recently been hard at work 
re-decorating and sprucing up their Common Room. 

Year Group  

8 David Maybin 

9 Jamie Hammonds 

10 Ollie, Jake & Grant 

11 Sarah Lawrence 

12 James Cieslik 

Staff Mr Pugh 

FA Cup Andy Row 



Year 8 Silver 
Anwen Baker, W8  Jessica Brophy, E8 

Liam Hall, C8 
 

Year 8 Bronze 
Fraser Beardmore, B8  Chris Jenkins, H8 
Greg Budd, Q8   Rebecca Price, E8 
Rachel Davies, W8   Stacey Smith, H8 
Dario Di Germanio, E8  Beth Vermee, Q8 
Libby Glennon, W8   Ruby Ward, E8 
Fraser Gullick, W8   Joe Wood, B8 
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Emma Reynolds, Q9, Mr. Smith and Charlotte Ratcliffe, 
W9, immerse themselves in a ‘Romans’ project in the library. 

In April we held our annual Junior Maths 
Challenge, involving 111 students from Years 7 
and 8.  32 of them were awarded either Bronze 
or Silver Certificates, and are listed below.  Well 

done!  Let’s hope that some of these can be converted into a 
Gold Certificate next year.   
 

Year 7 Silver 
Claire Crossley, C7  Laura Welding, W7 
 

Year 7 Bronze 
Rebecca Backhouse, E7  Nick Hyde, W7 
Jack Bald, Q7   Bethany James, Q7 
Haidee Beardmore, B7  Eleanor Jones, E7 
Tom Butler, B7   Abi McCarthy, C7 
Vicky Griffiths, C7   Lucy Pritchard, B7 
Maddie Gullick, H7   Ben Shires, W7 
Adam Heywood, E7   Ellie Southwell, B7 

Special congratulations to Laura Welding, W7 
who was awarded the title of ‘Best in School’  for the JMC 

Modelling Club had a very successful year this year, 
with around 18 students visiting Room 42 every Friday.  
It was nice to see a mixture of people from all years 
attending, girls as well as boys, something that I hope 
will continue next year.   
 

A good stock of models has come courtesy of Spencer 
Pollard, editor of the modelling magazine ‘Military In 
Scale’ , who has also agreed to print an article on the 
Club in a future magazine as the industry is very keen to 
develop an interest in the hobby amongst young people.  
On the evidence of this year’s interest at William 
Brookes there is every chance of us developing some 
very talented modellers.  
 

On the 10th and 11th of November the biggest modelling 
exhibition in the world is held at the Telford 
International Centre, right on your doorstep, so if you’re 
interested in seeing the work of some of the world’s 
best modellers or keen to pick up a bargain, look out for 
the reminders around school nearer the time.  

- Mr. Ali 

Modelling Club 

An example of some of the wonderful models produced by 
Modelling Club members - Truck by Sam Roden, B9 

 

Lunchtime Supervisors 
are required at William Brookes School 

 

Hours of work are 12.25 - 1.40 pm daily, Monday - 
Friday during term time only 

 

6.25 hours per week.  £5.80 per hour 
(pay award pending from 1/4/2007) 

 

Phone Mrs. Padfield on 01952 727606 for further 
information and an application form 
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“We are about to break up for our Easter holiday.  My Nan and 
Grandad are coming to stay with us for a month, so that 
should be great!  The weather here is getting cooler but still 
boiling!  Our clocks went back yesterday. 

Here is some info on "my 
new life"… 
The school I am at is called 
Kinross College and is a 
middle school going from 
Years 6-10 instead of 8-12.  
There are 7 different 
communities in the school.  
They are:  Brearley 6-7, 
Brearley 8-9, Stirling 6-7, 
Stirling 8-9, Forrest 6-7, 

Forrest 8-9 and the Year 10 block.  I am in Stirling 8-9.  Each 
community has around 130 students in it.  The communities 
are really big classrooms each having their own normal sized 
classroom at the back called ©the retreat©.  The Year 10 block 

is different and has lots of different classrooms each designed 
to teach that certain subject, a bit like WBS is really.  There 
are around 5 different lessons going on at once in the 

communities. 4 in the main 
building and one in the retreat. 
 

We have just moved into our 
new home.  It has a pool, a 
double carport, 4 double 
bedrooms, a study, 2 
bathrooms, a lounge, a dining 
room, a laundry room, a 
kitchen, a hallway, a pantry, 2 
closets, a games room and 

massive family room for meals and TV.  It is also close to this 
beach (where we spent Christmas Day!) and school.  I©m 
telling you this because most houses in Australia are like this.  
The houses here are much cheaper than in Britain. 
A few weeks ago I went knee-boarding which was great fun!  
As you can tell, I©m really enjoying Australia!” 

‘G’day’ from Down Under… 
Many of our students will remember and miss Scott Blackham 
and his sister Emma, who moved to Australia last year.  Scott 
wrote to us for our Easter edition, and this was received just 
after we went to press last term... 
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Mrs. Ravenscroft asked us to 
publish this excellent poem by 

Michael Hudson, B8.   
Read it downwards too! 

 

Each of us is loved the same by God. 
Violence is not God. 
Everyone is part of God. 
Racism does not exist in God. 
Youth and old age are the same. 
One God for all of us. 
Nobody is left out. 
Everyone is a child of God. 
 

I llness is overcome through God. 
Smiling is the joy of God. 
 

Enemies become friends through God. 
Quiet in thought brings us to God. 
Universal is God. 
Amen send our thoughts to God. 
Love is God. 
 

In God we are all equal. 
Never underestimate the power of God. 
 

God is good. 
Our life is from God. 
Death is God, everlasting life. 
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“ William Brookes is a good school with many outstanding features.  I t meets its aim 
to provide ‘high quality education across the whole cur r iculum and for  students of 

the full range of talents, interests and skills’  well.”  - our Ofsted report 
 

Inspectors made very positive statements about our students themselves, many of whom they met. 
There are comments in the report about good behaviour and progress and above average standards. 
It describes the personal development and well being of sixth form students as outstanding and 
teaching and learning throughout the school as good.  The report also emphasises the importance 
of per forming ar ts status to the life of the school.  It draws attention to the important 
contribution it makes to our local community as well as contributing greatly to students’  cultural 
development and their social, organisational and teamwork skills.  At the same time it highlights 
the significant improvements in the quality of provision and standards within mathematics since the 
previous inspection in 2002 so that this is now part of our second specialist area, maths & 
computing.  We have asked for parents’  support in helping us to raise the attendance levels in 
school which remain average.  A key reason for this is that too many students take time off 
unnecessarily or go on holiday during term time.  We want to address this positively as well as 
improving the way in which assessment information is used to build upon previous work, including 
how marking could be used better to inform students how to improve further. 
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News from the Kitchen... 

A note from Shire Services… 
 

Please note the new pricing levels for Secondary School meals 
in Shropshire which have been agreed to take effect from the 
beginning of the Autumn term - the current notional value of 
the free school meal is £1.85, and this will increase to £1.90. 

 

The meal service provides excellent value for money, and the 
new menus offer nutritionally balanced meals and a wide 

variety of freshly-prepared dishes. 
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“ HI  FROM NEWTON STEWART”  
 

Nicholas and I are settling in well but we are still unpacking boxes 
and will be for the next 4/5 weeks!  We are renting a cottage in the 
village of Old Minnigaff; the cottage is opposite the War Memorial.�
There are lots of interesting walks very close to the cottage; our 
favourite walk is to go up the Old Edinburgh Road, then over the 
Penkiln Burn using the Queen Mary Bridge (Mary Queen of Scots) 
and then past Minnigaff Church, back over the Penkiln Bridge and 
back home. 
 

Newton Stewart is a delightful place to live - beautiful countryside, 
friendly people, a wonderful library, and lots of shops, lots of free 
parking, a cinema plus a brilliant bus service.  There is a golf course, 
swimming baths, multi-use games area and a skate ramp.  Tourists 
come to the area for bird-watching, fishing, shooting and hill-
walking.  It is a cyclist’s paradise, lots of quiet country lanes and not 
too many hills.  End of commercial! 
 

Due to yet more hold-ups with the sale of our house I haven’ t had 
time to do any work on the booklets, so the proposed timetable has 
slipped.  I now hope to have the 2nd Edition of the first booklet 
ready by the end of September 2007; the 2nd booklet ready by the 
beginning of May 2008, and the World War One booklet ready by 
the beginning of November 2008. 
 

Muriel Palmer  

[New contact details: 1 Penkiln Terrace, Minnigaff, Newton Stewart, 
Wigtownshire DG8 6PR; T: (01671) 401285.] 

� � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � 
 � �
�

�>�	 � � � 	 � �� 	 � 
 �: � � �� � $ � � � 
 � �� ( � � � � %%%�
�

� � 	 �� � � � 	 � ��� � � 5� "�� � 
 � �� � � 	 �7�� � � 
 � � � � �� � � � �
#� � � �� � � � � 
 �� � �; � 
 �� 	 � � � �� � � 	 �� 
 � � � � �� � �


 � � � �� � � 0��/ � �
 �� � � � � �� � � �� � �� � � � � �� � � � 	 �� � � � �� �� � �� � 	 �� � � �
� #� � � �
 �� � � 	 � � � �� 	 � #�� 
 � �� 	 � � � 
 �� � � �� � 	 �
 �� � � � �� � �� � �� 5�
� � � � �� � � � �
 �5� � � �� #� � � "�� � 	 �� � � 
 � �� �#� ��� �� � "�� � ��
 ��� #� � 	 �
� � 
 �� � � � 	 � � 0�
' � �) � � 
 � � "�2� 
 �+� �� "�� � � 	� � $ � 
 � � � 		� @� �� � �� � �� 7B�� � 
 �=�� � � � �
� � �� �L� 	 � � �� ��� 	 � � <�
 � � � �� � �� � 
 �� � � � � 
 �� � � 	 �3�� � � ��� �� � � �� � �
� � � �� � � � � �� �� � ��� � � �� � � �	 � � � � � 	 � �� � � �� �� � 0��%���� � � �� � ��
 	 � � �
�� � 	 � � 
 �� � � �� � �
 � �� � �� �� 	 � � � 	 �� �#� �� � � �� � 
 �� � �� � � �� � � � �� � ���
- �� � � 0 � 		� � � � �� � � � � � � 
 �� � �� � 
 � �� �� � �� � "�#� � �� � � � 	 � � � � � � �� �
� � � ������ � �� � � �
 � � �� � 
 �� � �� � � �� � � #�� �� � �� � � � � 
 0���
/ � �� � � 	 � � � � �� �� � � � � �#� �� � �L� � � 	 �� 
 � � � � � 	 � <�� � 
 �	 � � � 
 
 � � 
 �
�� �� � �� � � �� ��0��=� �� � � �� 	 � ��� � � 	 � � � � 
 ��� �
 � �� � �� � �� �� � 	 � �� � �� � �� � "�
� � 
 � �� �� � � �� � �� � � �� � �� � 	 �
 � � � �� � � ��

 

1.  Newton Stewart,  
     Wigtownshire 
 

2.  The River Cree, Newton  
     Stewart 
 

3.  The War Memorial 
     Old  Minnigaff�
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Su doku is the latest craze to 
sweep the nation.  This ver-
sion has squiggly boxes which 

each contain 1-9 as do the rows and columns.  Confused? 
Then see me for help.   

Competition Time:  For your chance to win 
a £5 book token complete the Su doku grid below 

and return to Mr Brocklehurst by 6th September 2007. 

� � 
 
 � � �� 
 	 � � � � �� � � � � 
 � �� � � � � � � � � �$� �

Welcome to Mr Brocklehurst’s 
Puzzle Page!  Warning: These puzzles are 

not for the faint-hearted! 

Look out for the answers to all these puzzles in the next 
edition of the school newsletter.  

Do you think you have a puzzle that can feature in the next 
edition?  Write it down and give me a copy - with the answer 

of course!! 

Solutions to the last edition’s puzzles (Easter ): 
 

Dingbats:   3-piece sweet  Dr Dolittle 
  6 feet underground  Don’ t talk back 
 

1. Agatha was a new-born baby. 
2. The numbers when spelled out are in alphabetical order. 
3. Four 
4.  All to do with a leap year!  Originally born on the 28th 

 February and 1st March, but in a leap year there are two 
 days between these dates. 

A man and his dog were going to 
the park.  
The man rode, yet the dog walked.  
What was the dog©s name?  
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What is the sixth number in this sequence? 
 

5     25     125     625     ?     15625     78125     390625 

What do the following hand made dingbats represent?   
Do you think you could make up your own for the next 

edition?  The best dingbat wins a prize! 

You will know that I am coming from the jingle of my bell, 
But exactly who I am is not an easy thing to tell. 
 

Children, they adore me, for they find me jolly, 
But I do not see them when the halls are decked with holly. 
 

My job often leaves me frozen, I am a man that all should know, 
But I do not do business in times of sleet or ice or snow. 
 

I travel much on business, But no reindeer haul me around, 
I do all my travelling firmly on the ground. 
 

I love the time of Christmas, but that©s not my vocational season, 
And I assure that is because of a sound economic reason.  
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Music 

Kate Singleton E9 
Runner up 

Louise Arnold B10 
The Winner! 

The Wyatt brothers 



Right:  Ben Brophy and Cody M iller -Tooke 
Below left:  Danielle Nickless and Kerr ie-Anne Meredith 
Below r ight:  Jodie Bentley and Zara Stewar t 
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It was a tremendous evening on June 29th as 120 students 
came to the Year 11 Prom.  The Hall was superbly decorated 
thanks to the organisation of Stacy Davies and help of Alex 
McCar thy and Amber  Regan.  A lot of effort was spent on 
getting here including arriving by tank, helicopter, lorry and 
countless posh cars!  The students looked absolutely fabulous 
in their dresses and suits.  They were a credit to themselves, 
their tutors and their families. The evening was spent dancing 
and eating, although Mr. Walker spent less time dancing!!  It 
was superb to see a conga of over 100 students and staff 
dancing to Peter Kay’s “Amarillo” . 
It was a fitting end to five years with a lovely group of 
young people and you will see more pictures of the 
event in the Science corridor. - Mr. Pugh 

Year 11 Prom Night 
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Year 6 pupils visit WBS Congratulations to all the Year 9 mentors 
who were so busy on our Induction Days.  

Your help was greatly appreciated! 
On 5th and 6th July, Year 6 pupils came to visit William 
Brookes School.  Pupils were shown around the school 
by their Year 9 mentors, tried sample lessons and 
enjoyed their school lunch.  A quick sample of pupils 
revealed that RE, Drama and PE lessons had been very 
popular, especially the Basketball! 
 

Mr. Steward caught up with some of the pupils in the 
Maths Quad, taking photos and asking them how they 
were enjoying their visit.  Mitchell Jones, who will be 
joining Q7, is a pupil at Barrow C of E School.  He was 
having an amazing day!  He told Mr. Steward that it had 
been “really cool meeting teachers” and that his 
impression of the school had been “Brilliant!  We built 
rollercoasters.”  He was looking forward to all his new 
lessons, mentioning Biology, Chemistry and ICT in 
particular. 

Pictured above in the Library are Tim Joyce, Ben Br ickley 
and Angharad Crump from Broseley C of E School, with 

ex-fellow pupils Jo Law, Q7, and Siobhan Arnel, B7. 

Year 7 students Toby Jones and Heather  Brown, who 
both attended Church Preen School themselves, enjoyed 

showing pupils Conrad Curphey (left) and Jack Collins 
around our school.   

Tiegan MacKay 

Hollie Taylor  

K iah 
York 

Kiah York, 
from Broseley 
C of E 
School, will 
be joining Q7 
next year.  
She’s looking 
forward to 
coming back 
in September 
to get a prize, 
having won a 
competition 
set by Miss 
Jones.  Well 
done, Kiah! 

This is Hollie Taylor, 
from Much Wenlock 
Primary School.  She 
will be joining Q7 too.  
Mr. Steward asked her 
what she thought of the 
school so far, and she 
said, “I think there are 
big, active teachers.  
There are some people 
you might fall out with 
but rest are nice.”  
She’s looking forward 
to making new friends, 
meeting all her 
teachers and knowing 
the school better. 

Tiegan Mackay is currently 
a pupil at the John 
Wilkinson School in 
Broseley, and will also be in 
Q7.  She thinks that some 
of our teachers are funny 
and helpful and when asked 
what she was looking 
forward to replied, “I know it 
sounds strange, but I’m 
looking forward to getting 
lost so that I’ll know where 
to go!” 
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Mrs. Keen asked several of our visiting 
Year 6 pupils on their recent induction 
days “ What  do you hope to do in 

Science lessons at William Brookes?”  
- and they replied... 
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STOP PRESS….STOP PRESS….STOP PRESS 
 

Miss Steward would be pleased to hear from any Sixth Form 
student who would be interested in helping her to run a 

lunchtime or after school Photography Club for our students. 

Then Mrs. Keen asked the pupils to 
describe the activities they’d been doing 

in their ‘taster’ Science lessons... V/ � ���� �� �&� � � � � �
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Improve your  links with school 
The school has now bought a new programme called Schoolcomms 
and this will enable you to receive all your communications from 
school quickly and reliably.  We can send letters by email to your 
inbox and short messages directly to your mobile phone as a text 
message.   
 

You will 
Receive letters more reliably and promptly 
See letters in your inbox like any other email 
Get a short text message if we need to contact you urgently 
Still get paper letters if you don’ t have email 
Not need to rely on your child for delivery 

 

We can 
Send more letters and information 
Save money on admin time, printing and paper 
Contact you urgently when necessary 

 

The school will check your information on the Data Checking 
Sheets that are sent out in September.  Your details will not be used 
for any other purpose than school business.  You will not receive 
any spam or marketing material by registering.  If you have any 
questions or concerns please contact the school. 
 

PLEASE SEND AN E-MAIL with this information to 
info@williambrookes.shropshire.sch.uk including schoolcomms 
as the subject line.  Please use your preferred priority e-mail 
address.  If you would prefer to do this in writing please complete 
the slip below clearly and return it to school as soon as possible. 
�  - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
To:  Mrs J. Bir t, William Brookes School 
 
Name of student:  
……………………………………………………….... 
 

Reg. Group: …………………………………………… 
 
Name of Parent/Carer:  
……………………………………………………...…. 

Head’s Commendations 
 

have recently been awarded to: 
 

Saffron Allen  W7 PSHE  

Francesca Anderson C9 Citizenship 

Nisha Aujalay  C9 Citizenship 

Holly Brown  B9 D & T 

Roy Charman  E9 Art 

Laura Davies  H7 Maths  

Joanne Grainger  W7 French  

Connor Green  C9 Citizenship 

Vicky Griffiths  C7 Art  

Fiona Hatton  W10 PE 

Amie Hayward  E9 Citizenship 

Georgina Hines  W8 History  

Georgina Hines  W8 English 

Georgina Hines  W8 Art  

Lucy Hughes  H9 Citizenship 

Bethany James  Q7 Art  

Charlotte Jennings W8 English 

Emily Jones  W7 D & T 

Joanna Law  Q7 Art  

Joanna Law  Q7 Science  

Jordan Lowe  H9 Peer educator 

Shelby McCreadie B7 Geography  

Rhianna Moore  W7 RE  

Melissa Morris  Q7 Science 

Connor Partridge  C9 Citizenship 

Lucy Pritchard  B7 Geography  

Lucy Pritchard  B7 French  

Lucy Pritchard  B7 RE  

Hannah Rye  W8 English  

Hannah Rye  W8 RE  

Calum Sullivan  E7 J. L. Edwards book 

Callum Walker  B9 Citizenship 

Hayley Wells  W9 D & T 

Rhys Williams  E7 Art 

Cleaning Assistant 
for September 2007 required at William Brookes 

School - The Edge Arts Centre 
 

Hours of work are 6.45 am - 8.45 am daily, 
Monday - Friday during term time + periodic 

 

10 hours per week.  £5.80 per hour 
 

Full training will be given to successful 
applicants.  Uniform will be provided. 

 

For an application form and further details, please 
ring 01743 254547, quoting Job Number D07/168.  

Closing date 6th August, 12 noon. 
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(Continued from page 9) 
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Engineering Education Scheme 
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Joe Anderson hit the bullseye! 

Approved uniform 
suppliers for 2007-2008 
are: 

 

·  Trutex Direct for  school uniform.  New catalogues are 
being sent out.  Please collect one from Reception if you 
do not have a copy. 

·  Order  on-line!!  Go to www.trutexdirect.com   and use 
our school name and password which is LEA00138SC. 

·  Competitive pr ices, free postage, packing and returns 
and 10% commission towards much needed school 
funds. 

·  Sweatshir t : Please remember that all students must have 
a navy blue sweatshirt with yellow school logo on sleeve, 
available from Trutex, Bristows and S R Embroidery.  
(Cost is £13.50 for sizes 30”  to 36”  chest, £14.50 for 
larger sizes - this is the same bargain price as last year!!). 

·  Skir ts and trousers should be black, no unconventional 
styles, lengths, widths or materials. 

·  Ties can be bought from Reception at £3 each. 
·  Trainers should not be worn in school (except for PE). 
·  All uniform should be clear ly labelled with the owner’s 

name. 
·  Br istow Spor ts, Br idgnor th for  PE K it.  Order forms 

available from school.  Each item sold helps our School 
Fund. 

·  S R Embroidery, The Square, Broseley, supply some 
items of uniform and PE kit.  Each item sold helps our 
School Fund. 

School Uniform 

Please note that Royal Mail are planning a ser ies of 
postal str ikes in the coming weeks.  Trutex are therefore 

advising parents to place orders with them as early as 
possible, and by 17th August at the latest, to ensure 

delivery by week commencing 3rd September. 

We recently took part in the Engineering Education 
Scheme.  We were in a team of four people and were 
allocated an Engineer from a partner company.  The 
Engineer gave us a problem that the company were 
trying to solve and we had to come up with a solution.   
 

We ended up producing a machine that RICOH UK 
Products Ltd are going to use on their production line.  
We thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the Engineering 
Education Scheme and put a lot of time and effort into 
it.  Our project was so successful that we were asked to 
go on and compete in the Young Engineer for Britain 
Awards.  Our team has agreed that if we were given the 
chance to take part again we would as it was very 
rewarding. 

- a report by Sixth Form students  
Ieuan Dadswell and Sarah Laycock 
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From Monday 30th April to Friday 4th May, William Brookes School 
held an ‘Energise, Socialise, Activate’  week of lunchtime activities.  
The week was organised to encourage students to increase the 
amount of physical activity that they participate in and also to give 
an indication of the types of activities which would be popular as 
lunchtime clubs.  Normal PE clubs were suspended for the week and 
ten different activities were available every day during two 30-
minute sessions, organised by Year 10, 11, 12 and 13 Sports 
Leaders.  Activities ranged from street dance to skateboarding, table 
tennis to trampolining, cheerleading to kwik cricket - to name but a 
few! 

The weather was kind and the week was a great success with 
attendances reaching 1029.  The atmosphere at lunchtimes was 
positive and the lunchtime supervisors commented that they did not 
have to deal with any incidents throughout the week.  The Library 
was much quieter than usual, too!  We were pleased that 153 
students who had not previously participated in any school clubs 
took part. 
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Our sports leaders (107 of them!) gave up their time to organise, 
lead and umpire activities for two or more lunchtimes during the 
week.  Quite a few actually enjoyed it so much they ended up 
helping every day.  I cannot praise them enough for their enthusiasm 
and commitment which made the week such a success.  Thanks too 
to all staff who supported the leaders, with special thanks to the PE 
department who supervised activity areas every day for the whole 
lunch hour. 
Following the success of the week the PE department have set up an 
equipment loan card system run by the sports captains at lunchtimes 
which is proving to be very popular, so if you haven’ t tried it yet 
come on down to the sports hall at lunchtime and ‘energise, 
socialise’  and get active! 

Congratulations to our Year 
9 Boys’ Rugby team who 

are Shropshire Champions 
after a great performance 

against Lacon Childe 
School, beating them 23-18.  

An exciting end-to-end match ended with Callum 
Walker, B9, scoring the winning try with only 

seconds left! 

Many thanks to our Year 9 roving reporters/
photographers Sam Roden and Andrew Sheldrick, 

who took all the photos on this page.  Clockwise - kwik 
cricket, table tennis, and media/film making with 

(above) Anthony Hadley and Rhianna Moore and 
(below) Adam Heywood and Lucy Pritchard. 

Activities Week - Report from Mrs. Smith 

Repor ts in our next issue: 
 

Year 13 visit to Jodrell Bank Observatory 
Students raise Lepra awareness 
Geography work about Charles Darwin 
More news about our exciting re-building project 
Exam results  Summer Dance report 
Panto preparations  
And much, much more! 



The Wenlock Games began in 1850 when local Doctor William 
Penny Brookes decided that participating in sporting competitions 
would be good for the health and well being of the local 
community.  This year’s Games were held over the wet weekend 
of 13th - 15th July - too close to our deadline for us to bring you a 
full report.  Well done to all our competitors in all of the events 
who were brave enough to bear the awful weather conditions! 

Wenlock Olympian Games 

It’s been yet another busy year 
for our Sports Leaders and ‘Step 
Into Sport’  students .  As well as being involved in hosting our ever 
expanding programme of events for the primary schools, they have 
volunteered to organise and run our Energise, Socialise ,Activate 
week in May and officiated at many of the interhouse matches held 
throughout the year! 
 

The Year 11s started the year off organising and umpiring the 
primary schools central venue High 5 league after school on Fridays 
during the first half term.  The 50 + children competing each week 
and the often equal number of enthusiastic parents supporting could 
have been a little daunting, but the JSLAs rose to the occasion and 
learned a lot about themselves as well as improving their umpiring 
skills.  They then hosted the first primary cross-country in 
November, setting the standard for the Year 10s who took over 
organising the next two events in January and February under the 
watchful eye of Mr. Parkes.  With up to 200 children competing, the 
Year 10 students did well to get the events running so smoothly and 
completed on time. 
 

Twenty of our Key Stage 4 and 5 students did a Junior Football 
Organisers’  course in November 2006 run by Shropshire’s F A 
Development Officer James Watkins, who commented that they 
were the best group he had ever worked with.  As a result, five of 
our leaders have been awarded places on F A Level 1 football 
coaching courses.  Lawrence Flynn in Year 12 has also been 
selected to be part of the new F A Young Leaders Development 
programme ,where he will complete a number of coaching awards 
and be attached to a local club to complete his voluntary hours. 
 

As a follow up to the JFO course, twelve of our sports leaders then 
organised our first primary schools football development league 
after school for 3 weeks in March.  This involved 12 teams and 90 
children each week who had 20 minutes coaching with the leaders 
and then played two 20 minute matches.  It was a friendly affair with 
teams mixing up if one was too strong.  Well done to the leaders 
(including Char lotte Wood and Bethan Pugh who made sure the 
girls were represented) and to all the children who participated from 
Year 3 to Year 6 - and thanks to Mr. Reece for helping to co-
ordinate proceedings! 
 

Another new initiative this year has been the Year 6 ‘Top-Up 
Swimming’ .  For two weeks in June, Year 6 children from our 
partner primary schools who could not swim 25metres were invited 
to attend 5 free after-school swimming sessions at William Brookes.  
The sessions were taught by Mr. Harvey the Leisure Centre Manager 
and he was helped by 13 Year 10 leaders who worked in the water 
with individual children.  Twenty-nine children attended and 14 of 
them achieved 25 metres with everyone else managing between 5 
and 20 metres.  A number of parents contacted me to say how much 
their children had enjoyed the sessions and to thank the ‘wonderful’  
leaders who given up their time to help.  Mr. Harvey was so 
impressed with some of the leaders that he has asked Calum Bailey, 
Alice Laycock and Saul Barcroft to do lifeguard training in 
September so that they can work at the Leisure Centre.  They will 
join the Year 11 leaders who are doing their training in July. 
 

On 27th March this year, ten of our Year 10 students attended a 
Leadership Day at Highley.  The day was quite intensive as they had 
to complete workshops in officiating and team building.  They then 
had just one hour to plan an activity lasting 45 minutes for different 
classes of children, before going into the local primary school to 
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Full results from all events can be found on 
the Wenlock Olympian Society’s website: 
www.wenlock-olympian-society.org.uk 

 

Find details of our medal-winning students! 

deliver their session.  They 
were mixed up with leaders 

from three other secondary schools, working in groups of four, and 
had to quickly plan and prepare appropriate activities for the age 
group they were working with.  Andrew Row did so well in his 
coaching session that he won an award as one of the best leaders. 
 

On the same day, four exceptional Year 11 leaders organised and ran 
the Year3/4 Primary Orienteering Festival at Broseley primary 
school.  Mellissa Sharpe, Rachel Bragg, Rhys Jones and Alex 
Shimmin held planning meetings with Mr. Heath at Broseley and 
then helped to train some Year 5 and 6 pupils to assist them on the 
day.  They had to spend a lot of time preparing all the equipment and 
recording sheets with Mr. Heath, but the many hours of hard work 
paid off.  The festival was a great success and the 64 children from 
our family of primary schools really enjoyed the day.  These 4  
students, plus Bethan Pugh, have been selected to attend an 
intensive Community Sports Leaders course for 3 days during the 
last week of term.  All of them have been excellent leaders who have 
given many hours of their own time helping to provide opportunities 
for others to enjoy sport and physical activity.  They have been 
dedicated and reliable and fully deserve their places on the course. 
 

The summer term would not be complete without rounders and 
athletics festivals.  Unfortunately the weather this year has let us 
down with the primary rounders festival being cancelled due to 
flooding.  Mr. Parkes’  JSLA group were able to run the Year 7 
Partnership rounders festival involving 64 students from Idsall, 
Bridgnorth Endowed, Oldbury Wells and William Brookes.  They 
had to lead mixed teams in skill practices for 20 minutes before 
sorting out the positions and umpiring them in 3 matches.  Some 
leaders were good at coaching and others were better at umpiring but 
they worked well supporting each other in a good team effort to 
make the evening a success. 
 

The showpiece of the year is the primary school sports day involving 
all the Year 10 sports leaders.  Four hundred children from Years 2 
to 6 participate in track and field events.  The leaders are aware that 
this is a huge team effort and everyone is responsible for doing their 
job well and supporting each other.  At the time of writing this I am 
keeping fingers crossed for good weather. 
 

One of the highlights of the year for me was when I attended the 
Bridgnorth District Hallmark awards evening.  This event highlights 
the achievements of talented performers and coaches from the 
district, many of whom have achieved national or regional success.  
Part of the evening also recognised the CSLA and Step into Sport 
students who have each given over 50 hours voluntary service to 
help lead and coach other young people during the year.  I was so 
proud to see David Row ( 102 hrs), Kevin Walters (64 hrs), Neil 
Roberts (150 hrs), Luke Tellis–James (55 hrs), Bekki Ingram 
(55hrs), Matthew Swash (53hrs) and Ieuan Dadswell (200 hours) 
receive their certificates in front of such a knowledgeable and 
appreciative audience. 
 

I look forward to next year when I will see Matthew Allen, Stuar t 
Preston and Lucy Jarvis, who completed their CSLA course in 
November 2006, collect their 150 hour certificates. 
 

Many thanks from the leaders to the staff who have released students 
from lessons and to the PE Department and primary schools for 
giving them the opportunities to gain leadership experience and to 
develop valuable life skills. 

Spor ts Leaders Repor ts ...from Mrs. Smith 



“On Wednesday 9th May, Mr. Reece took Alice 
Robinson, E9, and me to the Guildhall in Much 
Wenlock to represent William Brookes School when 
Czech Olympic Athletes from the 1940s visited the 
town to see the birthplace of William Penny Brookes.  
We presented them with a sapling from the ‘Coubertin Oak’  in 
our school grounds which was ceremonially planted by Pierre de 
Coubertin during his visit to Much Wenlock’s Olympian Games 
in 1890.  In return, we received a booklet containing information 
about the Czech Olympic team and their achievements.  It was a 
great opportunity to represent the school and speak with Gold 
Medallists and other Olympic representatives.”  
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...a report from Alex Conway, C10 

“ We played in the Cup Final of the County Shield at 
Ludlow Town’s football stadium.  Both teams were 
really excited and ready to go.  It was a very good 
match to watch and play in, with end-to-end action.  
We should have scored goals in the first half, and our 
keeper Sam Jones never had much to do.  Then in the 
second half John Preece scored a header to make it 
1-0 after a cross from Ryan Ambrose.  We all played 
our hardest to keep the score that way for the rest of 
the match, and everybody played well. especially Man 
of the Match Dayle Turner.”  

More Olympic L inks... 

This is our victorious Year 8 Football team who 
are now Shropshire Champions!  They beat 

Madeley Court 1-0 in the Final, and John 
Preece, B8, (standing next to Mr. Walker) 
scored the winning goal!  Congratulations! 

 

Here is a match report, supplied by one of the 
players… 

Student reporter Jo Law, Q7 and photographer James Challenor , C7, gathered an impression of the event for us…. 
 

“Corbett have the best supporters!”  - Rebecca Sheldrick, C7 
“ Sports day isn’ t for competition or fights, just for the game and the fun”  -Mark Bradfield, C7 
“ I came first in the High Jump; it made me happy and I feel stronger.  I will compete in more events next year.”  - Charlie Torr, B7 
“ Today is fun but the weather is a bit of a let-down”  - Abbie Cooper, C7 
“Queens won most of the Girls’  and Boys’  Hurdles”  - Paige Hickman, Q7 
“ That was enjoyable!”  - Calum Hems, C7, after coming second in the shot putt. 

Corbett 
supporters on 
Sports Day 

We managed to hold our Sports 
Day on 12th July, despite the 

rain! 

� � WBS Student 
representatives at the 
International Youth Forum 
spent a day in London earlier 
this month with Mr. Reece 
and Dr. Don Anthony, 
founder of the National 
Olympic Academy and 
competitor in the 1956 
Melbourne Games. 

� � Three students, Mr. Pyle and 
Mr. Reece were guests of 
the ‘Coubertin Gymnasium’ 
in Erfurt, Germany (one of 
our partner ‘Coubertin’ 
Schools) for a weekend of 
cycling events in their local 
community. 
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Swimming (Mrs. Humphreys) 
Throughout the autumn and winter terms, William Brookes 
School competed in a series of league galas at Thomas 
Telford School against Thomas Telford, Shrewsbury Girls’ 
High and Idsall Schools.  Some galas were friendlies, others 
for ‘B’ teams and the majority for our top swimmers.  This 
gave a lot of our students an opportunity to compete for the 
school against other schools in a ‘proper gala’.  Our results 
varied according to our year group, but our Year 9 
swimmers were always organised and committed and, 
therefore, always victorious!  We also competed against 
Wrekin College in a couple of friendly galas. 
 

At the South Shropshire Swimming Gala in April, we 
recorded an excellent 4th position behind Ludlow, Bridgnorth 
Endowed and Church Stretton.  Again, the Year 9/10 boys’ 
team achieved a very creditable 2nd place, a fantastic result 
considering most of the team have another year to swim in 
this age group. 
At the County Schools’ Swimming Gala in May we were 
represented by Ross Hermiston (E7), Nick Reilly (W8), 
Sam Jones (E9) and Oli Crossley (H9).  All boys produced 
excellent swims and Oli was selected for the Shropshire 
Schools’ Team. 
 

Athletics (Mrs. Humphreys) 
Individual students have achieved excellent successes in 
Athletics this season.  The following students competed in 
the Shropshire Schools’ combined competition, and all 
achieved very pleasing results: 
Jess Thomas, W9  Hayley Wells, W9 
Alex Conway, C10  Michael Yates, E10 
  Aaron Robinson, W11 
Aaron performed so well over his 2-day competition 
(winning the Bronze medal for the javelin) that he was 
selected to represent Shropshire at an inter-county 
competition in June.   
 

At the County Championships, our students  had many 
individual successes; both Mia Evans, H8 and Lauren 
Westlake, Q8, reached the Final in the 75m hurdles, 
despite being a year young.  Ellie Halse, H9, won the 
Bronze medal in the 100m, Rashelle Clark, Q11, won 
Bronze in the 200m.  In the boys’ events, Alex Breakwell, 
W9, was the Silver medalist in the discus and Bronze 
medallist in the shot putt.  Ashley James, E9, proved his 
excellence in the sprints by becoming County Schools 100m 
Champion and 200m silver medallist.  Both Alex and Ashley 
were selected to represent Shropshire Schools.  
 

Our Junior and Senior Boys came third in the Schools Cup 
at Oakengates, and our boys regularly compete for both the 
school and the Wenlock Olympians. 
 

Cricket 
Year 7 have regularly turned out for coaching after school 
on Wednesdays.  Year 8 have beaten both Belvidere and 
Idsall schools.  Year 9 are still in the County Cup, ands Year 
10 played Ludlow and Lacon Childe Schools.  Our County 
representatives are Duncan May (H10), Kieiran Osborne 
(C8) and Will Sharpe (W8).  See STOP PRESS news!   
 

Basketball 
We have seen regular attendances at Basketball Club after 
school and our Years 7 and 8 students are training for the 
Bridgnorth District team in the Youth Games.   

STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PR 
 

Our Year  8 Cr icket Team are in the County Cup Final after beating 
Thomas Telford School in the Semi-Finals!  Mr. Wilson says that all our 

team played fantastically well and he congratulates them all.  They play in 
the Final on Friday 20th July 20th against Adams Grammar School.  Keep 

your fingers crossed! 



The William Brookes School Newsletter is published 
four times a year - October, Christmas, Easter and 
Summer.  If you have a comment to make, or would like 
to contribute an article for a future edition, please 
contact Mrs. E. Herdson, Miss A. Steward, or one of 
our student contributors. 
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William Brookes School, Per forming Ar ts College 
and Coubertin School, 
Far ley Road, 
Much Wenlock, 
Shropshire.  TF13 6NB 
 

Tel:  (01952) 727606  Fax:  (01952) 728289 
e-mail:  admin@williambrookes.shropshire.sch.uk 

Now you can find us on the web in colour !  Go to the 
website below and click on the Newsletter link!!! 

And don’ t forget our Arts Centre site too: 

http://williambrookes.shropshire.digitalbrain.com 

www. edgear tscentre.co.uk 
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We’re evolving!!! 
Students -  can you help? 

 

Get your pens out, your notebooks ready and charge the batteries 
on your camera because your School needs you!  The School website is being re-launched and we need writers, editors, 
designers, photographers, computer wizards and students with good artistic skills to get involved in producing an online student 
magazine, news page and (we hope) the liveliest school website on the planet.  As ambitious as this may appear, there is a lot 
going on in and around the school and many people with necessary skills so that with your help it could become a reality.  
Whether you want to write about a new album, film, book, school trip or summer holiday we would like your writing and your 
ideas - with text and pictures if possible. 
 

For those of you who wish to get involved but don’ t know where to start, there will be advice on how to write news stories, 
features and reviews as well as tips on interview techniques and training in photography, design and editing skills.  Miss A. 
Steward, our new Electronic Resources Developer, will be overseeing the development of the website, so please contact her at 
asteward@williambrookes.shropshire.sch.uk or leave a message at reception if you would like to get involved in any way.  
Getting involved will provide the opportunity to learn new skills, meet new people, gain useful web experience and feel more 
involved with the school.  The new web development, as an important form of communication, promises to be exciting - so keep 
checking progress and watch this webspace. 
 

Part of these exciting changes will affect this newsletter too!  In September, we will start to work towards electronic delivery for 
all those who have informed school of their email addresses (see page 18 for details), but of course some paper copies will still 
be available too. 
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