
This is currently the view from Mrs Mershôs upstairs classroom (Room 8) in the 
Modern Foreign Languages Department.   

Work on our new building continues apace and  
the frame for the main learning zone block is getting bigger every day!   

Please can we remind all students that the Exam season is now upon us?  We know that 

you will all want to move around the school as quietly as possible, in order to give our 

students the chance to do their best.  Thank you!  
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Sainsburyõs are currently issuing ôActive Kidsõ vouchers, and we would be very grateful 

if you could send any that you receive to William Brookes School.  Please ask all 

family and friends to collect on behalf of our Design and Technology Department.  

Vouchers may either be sent in to our School 

Fund Manager, Mrs Brown, at school, or posted 

in the special box in Reception.   

We are also collecting Tesco vouchers for 

Sports/ICT equipment.  Thank you! 

Our new school building starts to emerge from the mud...  

Before! 



Thereôs no doubt in anyone's mind that the new school is beginning 
to take shape at a very rapid rate! Construction work is on schedule 
and areas of the foundations and many elements of the concrete 
frame for three of the Learning Zones are appearing steadily. The 
three giant red tower cranes appear prominently as you approach 
Much Wenlock from any direction.  
 
Our Partners, Kier Moss, are working closely with the Project Team 
and with staff, students and other stakeholders on ongoing design 
details and there are regular meetings with other partners such as 
Ramesys, our ICT consultants.  
 
On Wednesday 1st April, the day that the new unitary  Shropshire 
Council came into being, our OSP Student Ambassadors were 
presented with a 21st Century Time Capsule which will be buried 
beneath the entrance foyer of the new school in June.  
 
The time capsule will mark the 200th anniversary of William Penny 
Brookes' birth, the on-going preparations for the 2012 London 
Olympics and particularly the start of construction of the new William 
Brookes School. When buried it will be marked by a plaque so that 
future generations will be able to find and look back on this unique 
slice of life.  
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Councillor Ann Hartley, Cabinet member for Childrenôs Services, who 
presented the students with the capsule, said: ñThis is a fantastic way 
to mark the start of building work on this wonderful new 
school.  Students at the school are recording aspects of the life of 
young people in 2009 and information about the early stages of the 
build.ò  
 
Councillor David Gibbons, Local Member for Much Wenlock , said: 
ñThis is an exciting opportunity for todayôs children help tomorrows 
children understand the world they live in.ò   
 
Councillor Jean Jones Local Member for Broseley said: ñ'This is a 
great concept.     Shropshire's first 'School for the Future' providing a 
time capsule to inform future generations about the past.ò  
 
During April and May students will be gathering items to include in 
one of the three torpedo like sections of the Time Capsule. They 
already have a Wenlock Olympian Games gold medal, a Pierre de 
Coubertin medal, the current school uniform, a student planner, a 
number of pieces of writing about life at William Brookes School in 
2009 and more. If you have any suggestions to make about the kind 
of items that they should include, do let them know - please send 
ideas to taylor.k@shropshirelg.net.  

Farewell to MR BILLINGTON and good luck with your new life in New Zealand!  

Mr Billington leaves us this Easter after 19 yearsõ contribution to William Brookes, working as maths teacher and mak-

ing a difference to the success of so many students over the years. He has been a committed tutor and has run the 

schoolõs chess club, led Engineering Education Scheme projects in the Sixth Form and so much more. We shall miss him 

and hope his new life is equally successful down under. Thank you for all your hard work for William Brookes!   

The Project Team, OSP Student 
Ambassadors and Head Boy, Adam Clarke, 
gather round the Time Capsule which was 
presented by Councillor Ann Hartley, 
Cabinet Member for Childrenôs Services     

PARENTS: ARE YOU RECEIVING ALL THE INFORMATION FROM SCHOOL THAT YOU SHOULD?  Do we have your up to date 
email  address so that we can communicate with you easily and regularly?  Put an end to the disappearance of letters at the bottom of school bags 

          and help us to reduce our  postage and paper costs!   

          Send your up to date email address in now please!   



Mrs Dowbiggin reportsé 
 
òOn 4th  March, 337 students participated in World 

Math Day spending a total of 4953 minutes on -line 

with students from around the world.  Students 

competed live against other students from as far 

away as New Zealand, Japan and the USA, answering 

50719 mental arithmetic questions!  Kate Lefroy , 

C8, was the highest scoring student at William 

Brookes completing 33 accurate answers in 60 

seconds, with Chloe Ward,(E8) and James Challenor 

(C9) coming a close second with 31.   Maddie 

Wheatley showed the most improvement, 2900%, 

from her first attempt to her last.   

The students agreed it was great fun.  Well Done 

everyone. 

This year 204 countries took part with over 2 million 

individual participants answering over 450 million 

questions.ó 

 
Maths staffing newsé. 

This term, we are saying goodbye to Mr Billington 

after many years. Mr G Williams and Mr T Carter, 

both specialist Maths teachers, will be joining us 

next term . Ms J Caldwell has been appointed as our 

new Head of Maths and we look forward to 

welcoming her, along with Mr C Westcote, to William 

Brookes in September.   

 

CONTACTING THE SCHOOL 
 

The School Office is open between 8 am and  
4.30 pm Monday to Thursday, closing at 4.00 pm 

on Friday. 
Telephone: 01952-727606 

 

Reception Staff : Mrs Debbie Hayward 
and Ms Becky Haddon-Gill 

Other Reception staff: Mrs Kim Cooke / Mrs Janine Lye. 
 

The School fax number is 01952-728289. 
e-mail: admin@williambrookes.shropshire.sch.uk  
website:  http://www.williambrookesschool.co.uk  

 

Our automated service will ask you to press 1 if you are 
reporting a studentôs absence; pressing 2 will give you details 
of current events in school.  You may still, of course, hold if 

you wish to speak to a member of staff. 
 

Please remember that it is unlikely that you will be able to 
speak to a member of teaching staff immediately except 
during morning and lunch breaks (11.10 to 11.30 am or 

12.30 to 1.30 pm).  There are also after-school meetings at 
3.50 pm so you might not immediately get through to a 

teacher then.  Receptionists will, however, be pleased to take 
your message and pass that on as soon as possible.  

 

In most cases parents will need to ask for the tutor or 
subject teacher.  For some matters it may be more 

appropriate to speak to the Key Stage Learning Manager/
Head of Department/SENCO/Inclusion Manager.  If you 

feel that you need to speak to a member of the Leadership 
Team please tell the Receptionist and she will try to make 

the appropriate contact or arrange for you to be called back 
as soon as possible. 

 

If you have an urgent message to pass on to a student, 
please make the urgency clear to the Receptionist 
and she will ensure that the message is taken to 

your child without delay.   
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TEMPORARY BUS PASSES 
 

Temporary passes are not available from the School for 
buses arranged by Shropshire Council.  Parents are 
requested to contact Shropshire Council, Passenger 
Transport Services (Tel: 01743-254372) in advance if they 
wish to make alternative arrangements to school or for the 
return home or on a particular day.  Miss J Brown at school is 
willing to do this on your behalf if one weekôs written notice is 
given.  Students cannot transfer to another bus route, 
even temporarily, without application and permission 
being given in writing. 
 

Year 10 Work Experience  
All Year 10 students should now be well into arranging 

their Work Experience placements for September.  

Remember the deadline for returning the Placement Form 

is Friday 1 st  May 2009.  

All students will have had February Half Term and the 

Easter Holidays to arrange a placement; however any 

student who is having difficulties making this deadline 

should go and see Miss J Brown as a matter of urgency.  

Parents - please remind  

your child/ren that  
 
 

CHEWING GUM IS NOT 

ALLOWED IN SCHOOL.  
 

A number of our students have had clothes ruined 

by it recently and there is also the danger of our 

carpets and flooring being damaged. 
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Parents!  Donôt make it easy for your child to lose 
track of costly school items!  Please make sure 
that all your childôs clothing and equipment is 

clearly marked with his/her name!  
 

Items are often mislaid, and the schoolôs Reception 
office staff regularly find themselves receiving lost 

property items, including coats, shoes and bags, etc. 
with no indication as to whom they belong.   

Following Shropshire  Council guidelines, all un-named 
and un-claimed items are disposed of one month after 

they are found. 

Lost Property  



  J L EDWARDS 
MEMORIAL TRUST AWARDS 

2009 
 

Congratulations to the following students who 
have been selected for an award this year: 

 

Jenna Wyatt (Q7) & Ellie James (B7) 
£20 to organise a talent show at Coalbrookdale & Ironbridge 

Primary School to raise money for Alderhay Hospital in 
memory of Layla Pitt 

 

Oliver Gray (Q7) & Jacob Barker (Q7) 
£25 to live in a tree house for 5 nights to raise money for 

Teenage Cancer Care 
 

Chloe Wildman (B7), Alice Gibbons (E7)  
& Rebekah Mackriel (E7) 

£30 to run up the Wrekin to raise money for 3 charities 
 

Ben Turner (H11) 
£160 to walk along Hadrian's Wall and create a video of the 

experience, raising money for Help the Heroes 
 

Anthony Hadley (W11) & Sam Jones (E11) 
£90 to record and sell a compilation CD of school bands to 

purchase new instruments for the Music Department 
 

Kate Lefroy (C8), Isla Rees (C8)  
& Daniella Hughes (C8) 

£50 to walk up Mount Snowdon to raise money for 3 
charities 

 

Sarah Dudley (Mandela) & Fran Harvey 
(Mandela) 

£50 for travel costs to enable them to participate in a 
sponsored sky dive raising funds for Help the Heroes 

 

Alison Beddow (Mandela), Danielle Price 
(Darwin) & James Eccles (Redgrave) 
£200 to publish a book of original poetry in aid of  

Macmillan Cancer Support 

 
The idea of the Trust is to ensure that the original motto of 
the school that has now become William Brookes School 
lives on in the deeds and actions of its students.  This was 
ñCourtesy, Enterprise and Endeavourò; three things that 
Headmaster of Wenlock Modern School, Jack Edwards, 
valued very highly, and wanted to encourage in the students 
who attended his school. 

Courtesy ï being courteous ï means being polite, kind 

and considerate in your manner and approach to other 
people. 

Enterprise ï being enterprising ï means showing 

initiative, courage and imagination in what you do and 
the way that you do it. 

Endeavour ï means that you will always be committed 

to working hard for whatever goal you are aiming to 
achieve, and that you plan your activities in detail so that 
you can overcome any potential problems that could stop 
you achieving your goal. 

 

Taken together the motto still represents the best of 
what we hope young people will aspire to in their 

thoughts, words and actions. 
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William Brookes Students represent school at 

County Level  
 

On Thursday 12 th  March Kadie Jones, Jamie 

Bradley, Dan Hall and Joel Wainwright took part 

in the County Final of the Consumer Challenge Quiz 

at Shirehall.  They came second out of all the 

secondary schools in Shropshire and missed the top 

spot by only one point!  Beacon Radio was present 

and they were treated to a fantastic buffet lunch 

and goody bags each.  Congratulations and well done 

to all of them. 

The Trust was set up and has now been in place for 40 years.  
Funds have been raised with regular appeals which have led 
to donations from private individuals and community 
organisations.  Each year in March the Trust meets to select a 
number of schemes put forward by students to fund, and in 
the following November the Trust meets again at the school to 
hear how successful the funded schemes have been. 

Students who are successful in their applications to the Trust 
have thought about what they want to do and why they want 
to do it.  The aim of the schemes put forward offer students 
the opportunity to be supported in something that they would 
not otherwise be able to undertake, with the aim of improving 
and developing their characteristics in respect of Courtesy, 
Enterprise and Endeavour. 

Parents! 
Is the Sixth Former in your house missing 

out on the Educational Maintenance 

Allowance? 
If your combined household income for the 

2007/08 tax year was less than £30,810, your son or 

daughter may be eligible to claim the EMA.  This gives 

them up to £30 a week , paid directly into their own bank 

account, to help them stay on at school.  Collect a form 

from Miss J Brown or Miss C Fisher. 



Mrs Crowther reports:  
 

French Visit from 

Bavay 
 

The Languages 

Department has been 

very busy lately!  As well 

as our successful 

Exchange Visit this 

week, on April 2 nd we also 

welcomed 25 students 

and their teachers from 

Le Collège Jean Lemaire de Belges in Bavay in Northern 

France.  The French students have been writing to 

students in one of our Year 9 French groups all year and 

it was an opportunity therefore for them all to meet up 

face to face.  After a welcome from Mrs Cooper, they 

were given a talk about the school from Mrs Crowther 

and some of our Sixth Form students and then engaged 

in some ògetting to know youó activities with their 

penpals during period 3.  After lunch with their penpals 

in the school canteen, they observed some lessons in the 

afternoon before going off for a tour of Much Wenlock.  

It was a really successful visit and we hope to be able to 

continue to build on this link in the future.  
 

Watch out for photos of the visit in the next 

edition of The Edge!  

Year 8 Trip to France 
 
 

September 2009 
 

Our usual Year 7 summer visit to the attractive Opal Coast 
region of France will actually take place in September this 
year.  This means, of course, that the students involved will be 
in Year 8 by that stage!  We will bring you more details in our 
summer edition, but we believe that the plans will include the 
following: 
ǒ Travel to Dover by coach, and then by ferry to Boulogne.  

Students will complete a town trail around the old quarter 
of the town and be able to purchase a few souvenirs in the 
shops whilst practising their French. 

ǒ A visit to the picturesque seaside town of Le Touquet.  
Students will spend some time in the market before going 
on to a picnic lunch at the Bagatelles theme park, followed 
by an afternoon of excitement on the water rides and roller 
coasters!   

ǒ A visit to an authentic, traditional French bakery 
where everyone will be treated to a demonstration 
of how French bread is made and the chance to 
make their own croissant!  After a picnic lunch by 
the seaside, we will then go on to visit the impressive 
Nausicaa Sea Life Centre in Boulogne. 

 

We very much hope that all students will thoroughly enjoy this 
valuable opportunity to experience a little 
French culture and to use the French 
that they have learned during Year 7.  
Keep practising over the summer 
holidays!   

- Madame Ellison 

YEAR 9 

FRENCH EXCHANGE 
 

Mme. Ellison 
reports... 

 

41 French 

exchange students 

arrived in Much 

Wenlock on 26 th  

March, to take 

part in our well -

established annual 

Year 9 Exchange 

between the two 

schools.  They 

were accompanied 

by 4 members of 

staff -  Mireille 

Nicault, Nicole 

Maier, Gerard 

Regnier and 

Martine David.  The students have been very well looked 

after by our Year 9 hosts and their families, to whom 

weõre very grateful for the kind hospitality they offered.  

During their stay in Shropshire, our visitors have had a 

wonderful time visiting Much Wenlock , Ludlow, Ironbridge, 

Spring Edition 2009  Page 5  

Blists Hill and 

Shrewsbury .  

They also 

sampled a variety 

of lessons in 

school, and 

French and 

British students 

all enjoyed their 

shared trip to 

ôWaterworldõ.  

Our French 

visitors return to 

Vouvray on 

Friday, 3 rd  April.  
 

Next term, the 

Year 9 hosts 

from William 

Brookes travel to 

Vouvray to sample the 

delights of the Loire 

Valley, and improve their French!  We know that we will 

be equally well looked after, and look forward to our visit.   

This year we 

celebrate the 26 th  Anniversary of our 

exchange with the CollƏge Gaston Huet, Vouvray! 

FOCUS ON LANGUAGES 

Sixth Form student Elspeth 

McGregor (holding newspaper) 

shows some of our French visitors 

around the school library. 




