
OPEN EVENING 
EDITION 

These William Brookes School Sixth Form students (from left - Joe Wood, Georgina Hanafin, Katie Row, Fran Flynn, Molly Laycock, 
Paul Bradfield and Matthew Wyatt), are pictured above outside the ‟Birds Nest‟ Olympic stadium in Beijing.  Accompanied by Head 
of PE Mrs Carol Jardine, they recently visited China to represent Great Britain in the 9th International „Pierre de Coubertin‟ Youth 
Forum.  This is because William Brookes School is a „Coubertin School‟ - in fact, the only such school in the United Kingdom.   

Why are we so special?  Mrs Jardine writes… 

“Pierre de Coubertin is heralded as the re-creator of the modern Olympic Games, but he was inspired to do so after a visit to Much 
Wenlock‟s Olympian Games in 1890.  Dr William Penny Brookes, who had founded our Games in 1850, died just two months 
before the first modern Olympics in 1896 and was therefore unable to see his dream of an international sporting event come true. 

Juan-Antonio Samaranch, whilst he was president of the International Olympic Committee, visited the grave of William Brookes in 
Much Wenlock and said “I have come to pay tribute and homage to Dr Brookes, who really was the founder of the Olympic 
Games.”   

(Continued on page 5) 
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RECORD YEAR FOR GCSE RESULTS! 
5+ A*-C (including English and Maths) hit 66%; 76% achieved 5+ A*-C and 96% of our students gained 5+ A*-G 

Our students gained an average score of well over 470 points, which is equivalent to nearly 10 grade Bs 
 

YEAR 13 ACHIEVE BEST EVER RESULTS! 
Two thirds of all entries were at grades A* – B, which is nearly 20% above last year.  Nearly 90% of grades were C 

and above, and this has meant that we have improved by nearly 15% on last year‟s high performance. 

See our report on page 2 for full details! 

北京奧運會在北京 
or 

Being Olympian in Beijing! 

We bid a very warm welcome to all the Year 6 pupils and their parents/
carers visiting William Brookes School on our Open Evening. 

Enjoy your tour of the school, and do take part in all the activities on offer! 
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 Amelia Grant  Teaching Assistant - Maths  

 Nicola Padfield  Teaching Assistant - Geography + 
   Lunchtime Supervisor 

 Chris Williams  Teaching Assistant  

 Matthew Corbett  Teaching Assistant 

 Rahiel Ghani  Teacher of Science 

GCSE 

This has been a record breaking year for GCSE results at 
William Brookes School.  Our 5+ A*-C including English and 
Maths hit 66% and the English Baccalaureate measure 25%.  
This is a big improvement on last year and regains our 5+ A*-
C including English and Maths above 60% for the last five 
years, with both core subjects of English and Maths individually 
achieving over 70%.  Science also achieved high pass rates 
with 78% of entries at grade C or better with 46 students 
passing all three of the separate sciences at this level.  ICT and 
Music gained 100% pass rates with all Performing Arts 
achieving well.  Art was another high performing subject.   

96% of our students gained 5+ A*-G, and 76% achieved 5+ 
A*-C, with an average points score of well over 470 points 
which is equivalent to nearly 10 grade Bs.  Over 72% of all the 
exams taken at the school this year were at grade C or better!   

With success stories coming from all levels of the ability 
spectrum, I feel that many of our students will be well placed 
for the next stage of their careers or lives.  There are students 
who have lined up jobs and are already working, taking 
qualifications as they go, right up to students with 13 A/A* 
grades.  11 students gained 10 or more of these top grades 
with Shannon Parker, Rebecca Sheldrick, Ffion Davies, Emily 
Farrant, Lauren Newell, Martyn Pridmore and Vicky Griffiths 
being our top performers. 

Exam results though are the result of two years of hard study.  
With coursework, module exams and then a busy summer of 
exams, students should feel very proud of their achievements 
and I extend the congratulations of all staff at the school to 
them.  I would also like to thank our parents who support their 
children and the school in this taxing process.  Finally, I would 
like to thank all the staff at school, not just teaching staff but 
all of the team, who help to make the school such a fantastic 
environment in which young people grow to become 
successful young adults. 

EXAM 
RESULTS 

Oli‟s off to Oxford! 
 

Oli Crossley gained 
a staggering 3 A* 
and an A at A2 

Congratulations 
to Shannon 
Parker, our top 
scoring GCSE 
student this year. 

Sixth Form 

Last year we were the best achieving school Sixth Form and 
second overall in the league tables for all Sixth Forms in 
Shropshire.  We have significantly outperformed last year‟s 
record results and built upon the strengths of our caring, 
supportive and challenging environment that sets high 
expectations both in and outside the classroom. 

Two thirds of all entries were at grades A* – B, which is 
nearly 20% above last year.  Nearly 90% of grades were C 
and above, and this has meant that we have improved by 
nearly 15% on last year‟s high performance. 

Having taken over as Head in April, I could not be prouder 
of the achievements of our students this year.  Almost every 
student has achieved their place at University and this is the 
main priority for them.  There have been some outstanding 
individual performances too, with Oliver Crossley achieving 
top marks with 3 A* and an A, richly deserving his place at 
Oxford University.  Eight other students gained straight A*/
A grades in their chosen subjects: Sam Birt, Adam Clarke, 
Megan Dawes, Chloe Hawker, Kate Ingram, Amy 
McWalters, Rebecca Lefroy and Tom Wootton.  Eli 
Crawford and George Bilsby also deserve a special 
mention for gaining 2 A* grades with one B in their 
achievements. 

I would like to take this chance to congratulate all our 
students on their fantastic successes.  These results have 
been the reward for two years of hard work by students, 
taught by committed and talented staff who have received 
the full support of parents.  I would like to thank all parties 
for the part they have played in achieving this fantastic set 
of results.  From everyone at William Brookes School, we 
wish you well in the next stage of your lives. 

Mr Renwick writes... 

We welcome the following new members of staff who joined us this term: 

 Chris Purdham  Teacher of Maths 

 Kelly Davies  Teacher of Dance (Part-time) 

 Paul Brothwood  Health & Safety Officer 

 Chris Phillips  Performing Arts Technician 

 Angela Head  Receptionist (Part-time) 

 Fred Radcliff  ICT Apprentice 

This year our focus is on taking PRIDE (Personal Responsibility In Delivering Excellence) at William Brookes School. 
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Year 7 Olympic Conference 

Our new Year 7 students participated in an 'Olympic 
Conference' in their first week at William Brookes School.  They 

were given a potted history of our Olympic heritage and 
shown the films of how Wenlock & Mandeville were created 

and their 'Adventures on a Rainbow'.  They also enjoyed inter-
House quizzes about the Olympics and Olympic values.   

Athens House won both! 

As our new intake of Year 7 students were introduced to William Brookes School 
on 6 September, they had a lot to smile about!  Pictured in the Library (above) are 
London House students Daniel Woodhouse, Brandon Charnell, Cameron Barden, 
Jacob Jones, Maisie Hill, Jenny Hawthorn, Charlotte Griffiths, Imogen Denholm 
and Tia Ricks.   

On their way to the Beijing breakout space in the People zone on the first floor 
(right) are Athens House students Chloe Henness, Ellis Rogers-Byrne, Harry Davies 
and Jack-Harrison-Ball.          Thanks to Mr Bertrand for these photos.   

Katie Pridmore, our Year 10 Student Reporter, asked the 
Year 7 students in her form (Athens 1) for their thoughts 
on the building, the lessons, the teachers and all things 
school... 

“Jack Harrison-Ball seems to be enjoying the sports facilities as 
he has already attended rugby and badminton clubs.  Ellis 
Rogers-Byrne said that his favourite lesson is French.  He is 
also a keen drummer and has joined Music Express, and really 
seems to have enjoyed his time here so far!  Harry Davies 
admits to getting lost in our big building at first and tells me 
that he really likes the flapjack and Slushies from the canteen!  
His favourite lessons are PE and Science.  Chloe Henness 
informed me that her favourite lessons are French and PE.  She 
also likes the Slushies in the canteen.  Lydia Rogers says „My 

NEW 
STUDENTS... 

favourite lesson is French‟; she also enjoys singing (so my next 
task is to persuade her to come to Choir) and the pizza from 
the canteen.  

Everyone seems to agree that the school is awesome and that 
they prefer it to primary school.  Jack thinks that one set of 
stairs should be for going up, and the other for going down.  
Chloe thinks that all the teachers are very nice and Ellis just 
says „EPIC!‟.  Harry tells me „It‟s mint!‟ and I proceed to ask if I 
can eat it…” 

STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS... 

We have just received notification that we have received 
funding for an International Dance Project, „Encompass‟, 
to take place here at William Brookes School in July next 
year. 

„Encompass‟ will connect young people all around the 
world.  Using dance, digital media and film, the project 
will create links across continents and wrap dancing 
images around audiences.  Different styles of dance will 
collide, merge and collaborate.  Young people will be the 
core creative team, leading the vision for the project, 
supported by experienced professional artists.  Students 
from our fellow Coubertin schools across the world will 
each be invited to send 2 or 3 students to participate in 
this exciting event.   

To enable this to happen we will need to host these 
students with our own students‟ families.  If you would like 
to be a part of this innovative project by hosting a foreign 
student, most of whom can speak excellent English, 
please let Mrs Jardine know as soon as possible! 

Pictured here 
with Olympic 

mascots 
„Mandeville‟ 

and 
„Wenlock‟ are 
new Year 7 

students 
Kieron 

Walker and 
Laura 

Robinson 
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Yet again our Sixth Form students participated 
in the “World‟s Biggest Coffee Morning”, held 

in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. 
 

This year the 
event took place 
on Friday 30 

September.  
Many students 
wore suits, 
looked amazingly smart, and 
they provided most of the 
cakes themselves.  They raised 
over £500 which will be 
matched by 
Barclays Bank, 
giving the charity 
well over £1000.   
 

Well done! 

Congratulations to these Sixth Form students who gained University places this summer: 

Navreet Aujalay   MANCHESTER   Pharmacy 
Matthew Beaumont  LANCASTER   Biological Sciences 
Jacob Benyon   BIRMINGHAM   Computer Science/Software Engineering 
George Bilsby   MANCHESTER   Mathematics 
Samuel Birt   YORK    Chemistry 
Thomas Challen   KEELE    History & International Relations 
Adam Clark   BATH    Chemical Engineering 
Bethan Copeland  NOTTINGHAM   Modern European Studies 
Elanor Crawford  LIVERPOOL   Law / French 
Oliver Crossley   OXFORD   Chemistry 
Megan Dawes   NOTTINGHAM   American Studies & History 
Ryan Gibbs   BANGOR   Accounting & Finance 
Lorna Gordon   LEICESTER   International Relations 
Stacey Harper   LEEDS METROPOLITAN  Film & Television Production 
Jessica Harrington  LEEDS TRINITY   Business & Management 
Chloe Hawker   LOUGHBOROUGH  English 
Philippa Hawker   OXFORD BROOKES  English 
Nicole Hayward   WEST OF ENGLAND  Psychology 
Edward Hearne   BIRMINGHAM   Chemistry 
William Holley   SHEFFIELD HALLAM  Creative Writing 
Gemma Hollins   WOLVERHAMPTON  Business Management 
Kate Ingram   CARDIFF   Business Economics with European Language 
Samuel Jones   BATH SPA   Creative Music Technology 
Sam Lamplugh*   ESSEX    Philosophy 
Rebecca Lefroy   MANCHESTER   Medicine 
Matthew McAvoy  YORK    Electronic Engineering with Music Tech 
Amy McWalters   NOTTINGHAM   English Studies 
Mollie Muscutt*   SHEFFIELD HALLAM  Mathematics 
Alec Nash-Thomas  SHEFFIELD HALLAM  Screen Studies 
Connor Nolan   COVENTRY   Theatre & Professional Practice 
Sam Packwood   KEELE    Biochemistry & Biology 
Rosemary Robinson  CHESTER   Psychology 
Andrew Sheldrick  STAFFORDSHIRE  Geography 
Kate Singleton   WINCHESTER   English Languages Studies & Film Technology 
Jordan Spilsbury   CHESTER   Dance 
Callum Taylor   WOLVERHAMPTON  Business Management 
Thomas Wootton  LIVERPOOL   Politics 
Michael Yates*   GOLDSMITHS, LONDON English with Creative Writing 
 

*Denotes students from last year 

Joe Robinson, B5, reports on Year 8 work on 
„Resistant Materials‟… 

“Some of the things we made in Year 7 and 8 were 
toys.  In Year 7 we made maze toys and in Year 8 

we‟ve made push and pull toys.  If you like making things and drawing 
things then you will like D&T.  For D&T lessons, you need an apron 
which you can buy from the teacher.  You do practical work and design 
work.  After you have made something you will have to evaluate your 
work. 

You usually have to do 4 design ideas, and to get higher levels, make 
them 3D and use colour.  In Resistant Materials you get to use drills, and 
to make your wood smooth you use sandpaper.  We stand up when 
we‟re doing practical work, for safety reasons.   

One of our recent Homework tasks was to research 3 or more examples 
of a toy.  The teacher sometimes chooses one of the students to be the 
Foreman, and it‟s his/her job to help any students who are struggling 
and to make sure the classroom is tidy at the end of the lesson.   

We get green dots for good work and red dots if we forget our aprons.  
I like D&T because it is good fun and I like practical work.” 
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There is a network of Coubertin schools around the 
world.  Many schools are brought into the Coubertin 
family because they are specialist sports schools.  
However, it is our special history that enables us to be 
a part of the network. 

As a Coubertin school we are invited every two years 
to an International Youth Forum, held in a different 
country each time.  The first was held in 1997 at Le 
Havre, where Coubertin lived for most of his life, the 
second here in Much Wenlock and the third in 
Lausanne, the capital of the Olympics.  Since then it 
has been held in Italy, Austria, the Czech republic and 
Ancient Olympia, Greece.  Each time we are invited to 
take between 7 and 10 students and during the week 
they have workshops on different Olympic principles, 
sporting activities, social events for interacting 
between the different countries and sporting activities.  
The students also compete for „The Coubertin Award‟, 
which has four parts: - 

 A community service that has to be undertaken 
before the week itself 

 Athletic activities where a certain standard has to be met; 
this year the events were shot-put, 60m sprint, long jump 
and a 2000m cross-country run 

 An Olympic Knowledge Test 

 An Arts presentation, which has to be created and 
practised beforehand and then performed in front of the 
other schools during the Forum. 

This year‟s group of students used a play for their Arts 
presentation that was based on how the general public are 
becoming unfit and just need to participate in the Wenlock 
Olympian Games in order to improve their health.  They wrote 
and produced this humorous play completely by themselves 
and to a very high standard.  The students should be praised 
for their commitment to the project both before and during the 
forum.  They learnt a great deal about Olympism and how it is 
required in everyday life, have fostered lifelong friendships 
with people from all over the world and many admit it has 
changed their view on life itself.  

With London 2012 just around the corner our Olympic 
heritage here in Much Wenlock is finally getting the 
recognition it thoroughly deserves and William Brookes should 
become a National Hero! 

(Continued from page 1) 

This year‟s forum was unique in two different ways.  Firstly, the 
forum was held outside Europe for the first time; secondly, 
there were participants from schools covering all five 
continents.  There were 23 delegations in total, with students 
having travelled from countries such as Mexico, Australia, 
Kenya, Mauritius, Japan, Germany, Norway, Slovakia and the 
Czech republic.  Beijing was an extremely exciting experience 
for us all and for most of the students it was their first trip 
outside Europe.  Being immersed in such a different culture 
was very interesting and an eye opener to us all!” 

 

Fran Flynn reports on the forum from a student viewpoint... 

“The jam-packed week in August (13-20) brought about 
numerous achievements and cherished memories.  The week 
saw numerous sporting challenges for the students.  This 
included cross-country, swimming, shot put and other field 
events. 

“It was truly incredible” Joe Wood said, “to be able to 
participate in events which were such a good balance between 
competitiveness and team-spirit”. 

There were many activities organised apart from the sporting 
events.  There were social events, which allowed the students 
to meet and get to know each other.  These included things 

such as an international dance evening, a mini expo and 
film evenings.  The evening entertainment was always a 
fantastic opportunity to speak to students from other 
countries. 

“There was a very friendly and exciting atmosphere which 
allowed me to be confident enough to introduce myself and 
make friends with lots of people” said Katie Row. 

The organisers made sure that the students didn‟t miss out 
on getting a glimpse into the cultural heritage of Beijing 
itself.  There were outings to the Great Wall of China, the 
Bird‟s Nest Olympic stadium and the Forbidden City.  For 
me the highlight of the trip was without a doubt the Great 
Wall of China.  This was an experience which was 
completely unique and unforgettable.  The sense of 
achievement when we reached the top was indescribable, 
truly inspirational! 

The week in Beijing was an incredible experience.  Life 
lessons were learnt, close friends made and unforgettable 
experiences were gained.  Thank you to all those who made 
it happen, especially Mrs Jardine and the kind sponsors of 
Team GB.” 

Outside the Forbidden City 

After a cross-country  
run in heat of 40°! 



CCCONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONS to Ellie Johnson, 
Y11L6, who was awarded the Layla Jane 
Pitt scholarship for Performance at the 

school‟s recent Presentation Evening.  Ellie 
has recorded her debut album using the 
state of the art facilities in the Music 

Department with funding from the     
J L Edwards Award. 

Our Sixth Form Theatre Studies students travelled to the 
Haymarket Theatre in London on 6 October to watch 
Shakespeare‟s „The Tempest‟, starring Ralph Fiennes.   

On Wednesday 5 October Vamos Theatre Company 
came to work in school with students selected from the 
Year 10 and 11 GCSE Drama, Year 12 AS Theatre 
Studies and Year 10 Creative & Media Diploma groups.  
The Company conducted drama workshops and then 
performed the premiere of their production „Much Ado 
About Wenlock‟! 
 

Two dates for your diaries - 

This year‟s Sixth Form Pantomime will be „Aladdin and 
his Magic Lamp‟ and performances will take place on 
14/15 December.  Rehearsals are well under way and 
set and costume designers have already begun their 
projects.  It should be a fun night full of terrible jokes 
and mess! 

And watch out for the next Big 
School Production - the ever-
popular musical, Oliver! 

Parts have already been cast and 
rehearsals are under way for the 
show that will take place in 
February.  The principal rôles have 
been allotted to: 
 

 Oliver Twist  Joey Ellis-Perks (Y8) 
 Mr Bumble  Martyn Pridmore (Y12) 
 The Artful Dodger  Isaac James (Y8) 
 Fagin   Michael Andrews (Y11) 
 Nancy   Faye Hudson (Y11) 

 Bill Sykes   Toby Jones (Y12) 
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CCCONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONS to Georgie Morris, Y10B6, who was 
awarded the Tony Levin Award for Music at the school‟s recent 
Presentation Evening.  Georgie is to be given the opportunity to 
perform at a live professional event in the Edge.  She also 
received a specially framed signed album cover and a trophy. 

Forthcoming events 

„Express Concert‟ will take place on Thursday 17 November.  
This evening holds the delights of our students performing 
music of a popular genre.  There is a complete mix of solos, 
duos and groups, with the event hosted by Sam Newth. 

Year 11 music students have a date for their diaries – Friday 
18 November.  This is when they will be recording their solo 
performance for their AQA coursework.  A 30-minute slot will 
be finalised shortly for each student throughout the day to 
enable them to record and appraise their work, enabling them 
to choose their ”best take” for the examiner. 

The William Brookes School Carol Service will 
again take place at Holy Trinity Church in Much 
Wenlock, on Monday 12 December at 19.30.  
Come and enjoy singing, dance and drama with 
a Christmas Olympic theme! 

Music Drama 
Mrs Jaeger writes… 

Don‟t forget our Arts Centre website: 
www. edgeartscentre.co.uk 

We recently held our AGM and a 
successful cake stall and are looking 
forward to another year of fundraising.  
Information about upcoming events will be 
sent out by email and will also be on the School website. 

Last year we 
supported many 
Departments within 
the School (including 
the Library, minibus 
and Learning Support 
Department), giving a 
total of £4000.  
Please consider 
supporting our 
fundraising by joining 
the 100 Club – draws 
for prizes of £10 to 
£50 take place each 
half term. 

If you would like to 
join us, you will be 
made very welcome – 
it‟s a great way to 
meet other parents!  
Please contact us via 
school or email 
fowbs@hotmail.co.uk       

- Joyce Pridmore 

WBS PTA 

Charity No:511300 

FoWBS News 

Curriculum Evening 
 

Parents/carers of Year 7 students are invited into school at 
18.30 on Tuesday 8 November for a demonstration of Year 7 

class work in the Performing Arts.   

This free event will last for about one hour, and will give 
parents the opportunity to see the teaching and learning 

processes/outcomes in the Department.  Come along to see 
and hear what your child is learning! 
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Presentation Evening 2011 
 

Our annual Presentation Evening took place on Thursday 15 September.   This year‟s guest 

speaker was Mr Clive Beer, Director of Savills (L&P) Ltd.  The evening celebrated the 

achievements of our students over the previous academic year and successes at AS, A2 

and GCSE.  Many areas of achievement were represented, including sporting successes, 

first aid, and the recipients of our J L Edwards Awards.  The announcements of rewards were interspersed with drama, 

music and dance performances and video/slideshows.  The event was a great success with a packed house of proud 

parents, staff, governors and friends of the school.   

Many thanks to all parties who made donations towards prizes.  We wish our former students well and thank them for 

their contributions to the school; congratulations to them all for their hard work and effort.  An alphabetical list of our 

successful students is given below. 

Saffron Allen 

Nisha Aujalay 

Amelia Austin 

Oliver Austin 

Eugenie Bacon 

Jack Bald 

Thomas Bald 

Lewis Baugh 

Matthew Beaumont 

Simon Bellows 

Georgie Benbow 

Jacob Benyon 

George Bilsby 

Katie Birt 

Sam Birt 

Grace Bridges 

Josh Burrows 

Alex Burrows 

Ryan Byrne 

Jamie Carter 

Kimberley Carter 

Adam Clarke 

Nina Cooper 

Bethan Copeland 

Alice Cotton 

Eli Crawford 

Claire Crossley 

Oliver Crossley 

Ffion Davies 

Megan Dawes 

Edward Denholm 

George Don 

Frazer Duce 

Harry Entwistle 

Emily Farrant 

Imogen Fawcett 

Ellie Fernyhough 

Adam Fletcher 

Fran Flynn 

Polly Foster 

Danielle Furber 

Oliver Gill 

Richard Godfrey 

Lorna Gordon 

Georgina Goymer 

Matthew Griffiths 

Vicky Griffiths 

Imogen Gullick 

Lucy Harper 

Jessica Harrington 

Chloe Hawker 

Pippa Hawker 

Rebecca Hawthorne 

Nicole Hayward 

Ed Hearne 

Kerryanne Hewlett 

Lauren Hosking 

Kate Ingram 

Isaac James 

Katherine Jervis 

Ellie Johnson 

Brieanne Jones 

Joseph Jones 

Kirsten Jones 

Ryan Jones 

Samuel Jones 

Zach Jones 

Rebekah Kay 

Dean Lane 

Joanna Law 

Mollie Laycock 

Rebecca Lefroy 

Charlotte Lewis 

Kieran Marks 

Kayleigh Martell 

Matthew McAvoy 

Amy McWalters 

Joshua McWalters 

Isabel Mitchell 

Freddie Moran 

Ben Morris 

Georgie Morris 

Lauren Newell 

Connor Nolan 

Jacob Nutt 

Tom Orves 

Kieran Osborne 

Conor Owen 

Shannon Parker 

Dan Phillips 

Olivia Phillips 

Ami Pitt 

Martyn Pridmore 

Luke Pritchard 

Josh Ravenscroft 

James Rees 

Conor Reilly 

Lucy Reynolds 

Tom Reynolds 

Jessica Roberts 

Conor Rogers 

Katie Row 

Sarah Shaw 

Rebecca Sheldrick 

Ben Shires 

Wendy Smith 

Ellie Southwell 

Jordan Spilsbury 

Laura Stanier 

Rhys Stephens 

Joshua Sterling 

Calum Sullivan 

Stacey Taras 

Adam Taylor 

Joel Wainwright 

Samuel Walker 

Rosie Way 

Rebecca Wealthall 

Ben Weatherley 

Dylan Wheeler 

Sarah Whitehouse 

Eric Williams 

Jack Woolley 

Thomas Wootton 

Emilia Wrelton 

Rebecca Wrelton 

Jodie Wright 

We are most grateful to the following who, with others, have so generously contributed towards 
the sponsorship of the Awards over the past years: 

Bulldog Security 

The Copper Kettle 

Clare Darbyshire 

Dodd Group 

Downes Greengrocers 

Dudley’s Glass 

Harnage Estates Ltd 

Kier Moss 

Lady Bertie (formerly Shirley’s Fashions) 

Lady Forester 

Northwood & Sons 

Morris Corfield & Co Ltd 

Much Wenlock Male Voice Choir 

Much Wenlock Ladies Choir 

Riverside Coaches 

Ryan & Son Butchers 

Severn Edge Veterinary Group 

Shropshire Homes 

Syspal Ltd 

Mr & Mrs Alan Townsend 

Udell Group Ltd 

The late Cllr Derrick Hill 

Mr Mark Leahy 

Wenlock Fine Arts 

Wenlock Books 

Wenlock Olympian Society 

Wenlock Pharmacy 

The Friends of William Brookes School 
(FoWBS) 

William Brookes School Governors 

William Brookes School Leadership 
Team 
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As the Olympic 
broadcaster for London 

2012, the BBC wants to help 11-16 year olds from all over the 
UK become news-makers in their communities.  Through 
School Report, the BBC is inviting every secondary school in 
the UK to get involved in reporting throughout the year, both 
on Olympic-related topics and other issues of interest to young 
people.  Mr Bertrand and Miss Weatherill plan to base a 
Summer School project around this scheme in 2012.   
 

Continuing the „news‟ theme, Mrs Dale is currently setting up a 
school newspaper within William Brookes.  She tells us that: 
 

“The newspaper will be written by the students for the students, 
with a focus on internal, local and international issues.  
Editorial meetings will be taking place every Wednesday after 
school in room 103 (Beijing) from 15.30 - 16.30.  Students 
who are unable to attend this day/time are still very welcome 
to contribute but will need to meet me briefly at a break or 
lunchtime.   
The first meeting will take place on the first Wednesday back 
after half term, when we will discuss the name of the 
newspaper and the content we would like to include.  So far, 
interest from the students has been excellent but I am still 
looking for writers, photographers, proof-readers and digital 
designers (for Macs) amongst other rôles.  All ideas, comments 
and suggestions for content in the newspaper are very 
welcome! 

Miss Simmill took the Year 
10 GCSE Food group to the 
Ludlow Food Festival on 
Friday 9 September.  Here‟s 
Eden Rendell and Charlie 
Palmer‟s account of the 
day... 

“There were many things to try 
and we picked up lots of leaflets.  We had enough time to look 
around the whole site and taste-test at lots of different stalls.  
We mainly visited sweet food companies such as „The Round 
Bakery‟; this was our favourite cake stall and we purchased 
products from there too.  There were a variety of businesses 
which we found open to questions about what they were 
selling.  We liked being able to have the freedom to roam 
about in groups and visit the stalls we liked.  We were most 
interested in the more unusual exotic stalls with produce you 
cannot find in a supermarket, and the drinks stalls with new 
flavoured fizzy drinks such as the „Radnor Hills‟. 

The demonstrations at the cooking carousel included 
presentations from The Riverside, Hereford College, Berrington 
Hall, Shrewsbury College and Ludlow College.  We rotated 
around the stations learning new skills and watching examples 
using unusual ingredients and local produce.  We enjoyed this 
part of the day because it was nice to learn something new 
and try out the skills, as well as being able to taste what was 
being made! 

The first demonstration we saw was a summer fruit pudding 
made with brioche and summer berry compôte where they 
layered the compôte and brioche to make the pudding.  When 
we tasted the pudding, we found it was really sour for a sweet 
pudding, but was nice at the same time. 

We then moved round to the next station where they were 
cutting vegetables and fruit to make them look nicely 
presented.  To start with it looked simple but when we tried to 
do the cucumber, I found it harder because it was difficult to 

slice it thinly enough, and make it look as good as the 
demonstrators did. 

Demonstration three was „Decorating with icing‟ and this was 
our favourite station, because we could easily get involved and 
have a go.  We could decorate biscuits and eat them 
afterwards, and we also wrote with the icing on the surface.  
This station was good because we got to do both trying out 
and tasting. 

The next demonstration was „Mackerel with Samphire‟ and it 
was really easy to understand because Ian Smith explained 
every step it takes from the whole fish to the end product.  
When we got to try the fish, it was delicious and different 
because we had never tried samphire and some of the unusual 
ingredients. 

Next was a food quiz, which we found really challenging with 
some questions about ingredients we had never heard of, and 
only a few that we could answer.  

The last demonstration was a new variation of Caesar Salad 
with chicken and bacon which was nice.  The dressing they 
made was really nice too and it‟s easy to make it.” 

I am also organising talks and visits from 
Editors, Journalists and Photographers 

which will allow students to meet real people from the industry, 
ask questions and get tips and ideas.  The first visit will be 
from the Editor of the Birmingham Post, Alan Thorne, on 3 
November.  Alan will be holding a session in the Coubertin 
Lecture Theatre over lunchtime (13.10 - 14.30).  All students 
and staff (involved in the newspaper or not) are welcome to 
attend.  This will be followed by a visit from the Editor of 
Shropshire Life Magazine at a later date, but this will be an 
exclusive visit for members of the newspaper.” 
 

Miss Weatherill reports that the students who took part in this 
year‟s Summer School will be entering poems in a „Slam 
Poetry‟ competition later this month, and A2 Literature students 
will be entering poetry in the style of Carol Ann Duffy in a 
further competition.  After half term, Miss Shenton will be 
running a poetry club on Thursday lunchtimes called 
'Anthologise'.  Members will be entering a competition to be 
judged by Carol Ann Duffy and John Agard.  Students will also 
be writing poetry that will be displayed around Much Wenlock 
for the Wenlock Poetry Festival. 
 

Miss Shenton will be taking Year 10 students to see a 
production of J B Priestley‟s classic thriller 'An Inspector Calls' 
at the Regent Theatre in Stoke-on-Trent on 10 November.  
We‟ll bring you a student report about this in our Christmas 
issue.   

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT NEWS 
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Library latest..Library latest..Lib 

NEW!  NEW!  NEW!NEW!  NEW!  NEW!NEW!  NEW!  NEW! 
Many thanks to all students who bought books from the 
recent „Cover2Cover‟ leaflets, enabling us to gain new 
books for our shelves.  Don‟t worry if you missed this 
opportunity to buy books and other items easily and more 
cheaply than in the shops - we run several „Cover2Cover‟ 
promotions throughout the year.  Look out for another one 
before Christmas, packed with bargain reads and present 
ideas!!  Leaflets are offered to all students; so, parents, if 
you haven‟t seen one, dig down to the bottom of your 
child‟s school bag!  Spare copies are available from the 
school library.  Parents also have the opportunity to order 
directly online - go to www.clubs.scholastic.co.uk/shop - 
every £1 you spend gives our school library 20p worth of 
free books.  
Other new books have been added to our stock recently, in 
particular books to support students‟ research into our 
Olympic heritage and teenage fiction titles.  There are also 
(Year 13 students please note!) books to help students 
choose the best Universities to cite on their forthcoming 
UCAS applications. 
Our DVD collection (initially provided via a FoWBS 
donation) has also expanded this term. 
 

AND OLD OLD OLD…AND OLD OLD OLD…AND OLD OLD OLD…   
Our programme of weeding out unused, old and/or dog-
eared stock continues.  Videos have now all disappeared 
from our shelves and several boxes of books have been set 
aside for our January book sale, charity shops, or an 
organisation collecting unwanted school library books for 
an under-stocked school library in India.   
 

LIBRARY LESSONSLIBRARY LESSONSLIBRARY LESSONS   
Our Year 7 students recently spent an hour in the Library, 
learning how to take out books, and how to find books and 
information.  Many thanks to the English teachers who 
arranged their timetables to accommodate this.   
 

STUDENT LIBRARY ASSISTUDENT LIBRARY ASSISTUDENT LIBRARY ASSISTANTSSTANTSSTANTS   
Our current Library Assistants are Jamie Bradley 10A8, 

Harry Entwistle 8S1, Bertie Jervis 8B8, Rebecca Kenny 9B9, 
Shannon O‟Grady 8L6, Sam Richards 8B2. Cerys Scholey 
9S6, Emma Tonks 10S9 and Grant Williams 8A9.  They will 
be working in the Library for at least one lunchtime a week 
for most of this academic year, culminating in an 
assessment by a Librarian from Shropshire Schools Library 
Service in Shrewsbury.  Congratulations to last year‟s 
Assistants who were recently presented with their Certificates 
in House Assemblies. 
 

FREE BOOKS FOR YEAR 7 STUDENTS!FREE BOOKS FOR YEAR 7 STUDENTS!FREE BOOKS FOR YEAR 7 STUDENTS! 
„Booked Up‟, supported by the 
Government‟s Department for 
Children, Families and Schools, has 
for the fourth year running offered a 
free book to all Year 7 students in 

England this term.  This year‟s titles were: 
 

Pumpkin Grumpkin (poems) Artichoke Hearts 
The Name of This Book is Secret The Ghost Box 
How to Train your Dragon The Kick Off 
Why is Snot Green?  Mortlock 
The Truth About Leo  The Dragon Machine 
Frankie Foster: Fizzy Pop  Dead Man‟s Cove 
Don‟t you dare, Dragon!  You Choose 
Boffin Boy and the Wizard of Edo 
Little Bo Peep has Knickers that Bleep 
Big Nate - The Boy with the Biggest Head in the World 
 

All our Year 7 students were informed about this scheme, 
and copies of most of the books were displayed in the 
school library.  The books have now been ordered and 
should be here very soon.   
Our Year 7 students‟ favourite choices were ‟Mortlock‟, „The 
Name of This Book is Secret‟ and „Why is Snot Green?‟. 
 

OPEN EVENINGOPEN EVENINGOPEN EVENING   
Some of our recently-appointed Student Library Assistants 
are on hand to welcome visitors to the School Library 
during our Open Evening.  They are showing people 
around the Library, explaining how they help Library staff 
and encouraging our Year 6 visitors to try their hand at our 
“Chocolate Challenges”.  These entail exploring the Library 
to find the answers to various questions in order to 
earn...chocolates! 

Oliver Austin  Y10S4 1 Music 

Thomas Bald  Y10B9 1 Whole School 

Katie Birt   Y10B2 1 History 

Joey Ellis-Perks  Y8B9 2 Art/PSHE 

Alex Ferriday  Y10B2 1 History 

Adam Fletcher  Y10S1 1 History 

Polly Foster  Y10A1 1 Whole School 

Alice Gibbons  Y10B2 1 History 

Helena Godfrey  Y8A4 1 Art 

Richard Godfrey  Y10A10 1 Science 

Veronique Hawksworth Y10B5 1 Whole School 

Isaac James  Y8L3 2 D&T x 2 

Bethany Jones  Y10B1 1 Whole School 

Zach Jones  Y10L7 1 Whole School 

Connor Lewis  Y10B8 1 History 

Head‟s Commendations  have recently been awarded to: 

Holly Marsh  Y10B1 1 Whole School 

Tula McKinnon-Wood Y8L9 1 Art 

Alex Middleton  Y10S10 1 Whole School 

Beth Millward  Y10S5 2 Whole School/
     History 

Tara Moran  Y10S9 1 Whole School 

Hannah Nock  Y8A1 1 Art 

Annie Richardson  Y10A5 1 Whole School 

Anna Roberts  Y10A3 3 History/Whole 
     School/PE 

George Robinson  Y11B8 1 Other 

Alice Sidebottom  Y10A4 1 Whole School 

Lauren Vickers  Y8A10 1 Maths 

Alice Walters  Y8L9 2 History/Art 

Benjamin Weatherley Y10S10 2 Science/Library 
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      European Day of Languages 

26 September 2011 

There are over 6000 languages spoken in the world today.  
The annual European Day of Languages aims to celebrate the 
rich and diverse culture that lies behind every language and to 
show people how important languages are and also what fun 
can be had by learning them. 

The Modern Foreign Languages Department celebrated this 
event with a variety of different activities throughout the week.  
Students will have noticed flags and greetings in different 
languages displayed on the screens around the school.  Year 7 
students learnt greetings in different languages and used ICT 
to research information on various countries, creating a 
factsheet and a poster on the country of their choice.  Year 8 
students also used the internet to complete a quiz based on 
European languages.  Year 9 looked at reasons for learning 
another language and investigated words commonly used in 
English which we have “borrowed” from other languages.  
Students in KS4 enjoyed taster lessons in Welsh.  

Congratulations to A level French students Fliss Hayes, Jessica 
Brophy, Clem Harper, Charlotte Jennings, Lana Rees and 
Rebecca Price, who organised excellent House Assemblies on 
the theme of European Languages linked to the London 2012 
Olympic and Paralympic Games.  (For instance, did you know 
that French is the first language of the Olympics and that 180 
languages are spoken at the Games?)  They also worked with 
younger students, who all welcomed everyone to the 
assemblies in a variety of languages, including Arabic, Chinese 
and Russian.  We would also like to thank Sixth Form student 
Ffion Davies, who speaks and sings Welsh fluently, for 
completing the assembly with „Hen Wlad fy Nhadau‟, the 
Welsh national anthem. 

We were delighted that other Departments also entered into 
the spirit of European Languages Week.  In Music, Mr 
Anderson‟s classes learnt various national anthems.  Doctor 
Williams‟ Geography classes did their registers in Welsh; Miss 
Beresford‟s Year 7 had a Drama lesson in French and Dr 
Hearle taught an entire Science lesson on the tongue and taste 
buds in French.  Mr Wilson displayed a previously undeclared 
talent by conducting the Athens House Assembly in fluent 
Spanish.   

Congratulations to all staff and students who took part in 
European Languages Week.  We hope that you will continue to 

enjoy using languages in the future      - Madame Mersh 

FOCUS ON LANGUAGES 

Vacances en France! 
 
 
 

Reporting by Dan 
Aberley, Y10L4, via  

newsletter student 
Katie Pridmore, 

Y10A1 
 

 
 

Over the half-term holiday, several Year 10 WBS students 
(apart from me, there‟s Oliver Gribbin, Alex Middleton and 
Alex Ferriday) and some Sixth Form students too will be taking 
part in the Much Wenlock Twinning Group‟s annual official 
exchange visit to Much Wenlock‟s twin town.  We will board 
our coach at 06.00…ish! on 22 October that will take us all 
the way to Cysoing, near Lille in northern France! 

On the first day there (Sunday 23) it will be a case of England v 
France (well, Much Wenlock v Cysoing!) in a friendly football 
match on a big green field at the back of Cysoing Town Hall!  

During the week, the host families organise a fun-packed 
programme of excursions and entertainment.  One night 
during the week, all the families (visiting and 
hosts) gather in the Town Hall for a big meal.  
We will return late on the 25 October.   

Contact MWTG Secretary Linda Stevenson for 
more details - 727884 or lds@uwclub.net 

Bienvenue1!  Our French Assistante, Pauline Baixas, who is from Toulouse in South West France, has just joined us and will 

be working with us until May next year.  She will be popping into all classes but working in particular with GCSE and A level 
students who are preparing for their external examinations.  Our Year 12 and Year 13 students will have 20 minutes with her on 
their own each week to discuss current affairs and to work on the quality of their spoken French.  Look out for her article 
introducing herself in the next edition of the Newsletter.       - Madame Crowther 

NNNEWEWEW!  F!  F!  FRENCHRENCHRENCH   CCCLUBLUBLUB   FORFORFOR   YYYEAREAREAR   7 S7 S7 STUDENTSTUDENTSTUDENTS   
   

If you’d like to improve your French, please note that 

our A level French students   will help you!  Come along 

to Ms Thomas’s room (227) on the top floor.  The club 

meets every Tuesday lunchtime from 13.30 - 14.10.  

Topics covered include how to greet people, talking 

about your family and talking about your pets.  The 

Sixth Form students will even help you with your 

French Homework too! 

BORROWED WORDS  You may not know it, but the English language is full of words that have been 'borrowed' from 
other languages!  We use these words all the time without realising.  See if you can spot which language these words 
come from:  Candy, Sauna, Tapas, Doodle, Karaoke, Opera, Accident, Clown, Tsunami, Rucksack, Hammock, Mous-
tache, Ballet, Pyjamas, Hamburger, Barbecue, Biro, Lager, Mascara, Muesli, Blonde, Bungalow, Salsa, Coffee. 
If you‟re stuck, turn this page upside down! 

Biro = Hungarian / Accident, Moustache, Ballet and Blonde = French / Karaoke and Tsunami = Japanese / Pyjamas = Hindu / 
Clown, Rucksack, Hamburger, Lager and Muesli = German / Sauna = Finnish / Doodle = Turkish / Candy and Coffee = 
Arabic / Bungalow = Urdu / Tapas, Hammock, Barbecue and Salsa = Spanish / Opera and Mascara = Italian. 



Page 11 Open Evening edition, October 2011 

Work experience 
placement in France ….the 

update! 
(Madame Crowther écrit) 

 

In our last issue we reported that Isla Rees 11S9 was 
to undertake her "stage en entreprise" at a primary 
school in Nanteuil in France.  Here‟s how Isla got 
on… 
 

"Introduction - Je viens de travailler comme institutrice dans 
une école maternelle à Nanteuil en France.  J‟ai décidé d‟y 
aller car je passe souvent l‟été en France et parce que ma 
mère a un ami qui travaille à l‟école.  Pendant la semaine, 
j‟ai travaillé avec les enfants, ce qui était souvent un challenge 
mais mon employeur était très amiable, et mes autres 
collègues étaient très sympas aussi.  J‟ai travaillé dans une 
salle de classe où j‟ai aidé mon patron et mon travail a 
commencé chaque matin à huit heures et demie et a fini à 
quatre heures et demie de l‟après-midi.  J‟ai dû me lever 
alors à sept heures du matin et quitter la maison à huit heures 
et quart.  Il n‟y avait pas de travail le mercredi pour les 
instituteurs car le système français est différent du nôtre.  Les 
instituteurs préparaient leurs leçons pour les enfants le 
mercredi donc, au lieu d‟aller à l‟école, j‟ai rencontré mon 
ami à la place. 

Le premier jour - lundi le 5 septembre - Quand je suis arrivée 
le premier jour, je me suis présentée aux instituteurs.  Le 
premier jour je n‟ai pas fait grand-chose parce que c‟était très 
occupé et c‟était le premier jour pour les enfants aussi.  Je 
pense que c‟était très difficile parce que je ne comprenais pas 
beaucoup.  J‟ai dû me concentrer! 

Le deuxième jour – mardi le 6 septembre - Aujourd‟hui, je 
pense que c‟était un peu plus facile parce que je savais ce 
que je devais faire.  Donc, c‟était meilleur que le premier jour.  
Les enfants étaient très hyper, mais ils se calmaient 
finalement! 

Le quatrième jour – jeudi le 8 septembre - Il n‟y avait pas 
d‟école hier parce que la journée scolaire est plus longue 
qu‟en Angleterre et les instituteurs étaient très fatigués - J‟étais 
très fatiguée aussi!  Aujourd‟hui, j‟ai fait toutes sortes de 
choses et j‟ai dû travailler dur.  Par exemple, j‟ai aidé les 
enfants à dessiner une image de leurs parents – j‟ai aimé ça! 

Le cinquième jour – vendredi le 9 septembre - C‟était le 
dernier jour aujourd‟hui et c‟était très difficile de partir parce 
que j‟ai bien aimé tout le monde et j‟ai bien aimé le travail, 
parce que j‟avais beaucoup de choses à faire.  Je pense que 
le mieux, c‟était aider les enfants – cette semaine m‟a 
beaucoup plu! 

Conclusion - J‟ai trouvé le travail difficile et fatigant, mais je 
suis contente d‟avoir fait la connaissance de la vie de 
l‟emploi.  Pendant la semaine, j‟ai fait l‟expérience de la vie 
active et je pense que j‟aimerais bien avoir un emploi pareil 
quand je serai plus âgée.  Une chose qui m‟a donné 
beaucoup de plaisir, c‟était le fait que j‟étais en France.  
C‟était une bonne expérience parce que c‟était très différent et 
je suis contente alors que j‟aie eu l‟occasion de le faire." 

AAANDNDND   INININ   EEENGLISHNGLISHNGLISH.........   

“Introduction - I‟ve just worked as a teacher in a nursery 

school in Nanteuil in France.    
I decided to go there as I often spend the 
summer in France and because my mum has a friend who 
works at the school.  During the week, I worked with the 
children, which was often a challenge but my boss was really 
friendly, and my other colleagues were very nice too.  I 
worked in a classroom where I helped my boss and my work 
started every morning at half past eight and finished at half 
past four in the afternoon.  I had to get up therefore at half 
seven in the morning and leave home at a quarter past eight.  
There wasn‟t any work for the teachers on a Wednesday as 
the French system is different to ours.  The teachers prepared 
their lessons for the students on Wednesdays so, instead of 
going into school, I met my friend instead. 

The first day – Monday 5 September - When I arrived on the 
first day, I introduced myself to the teachers.  The first day I 
didn‟t have much to do because it was very busy and it was 
the first day for the children too.  I think that it was very 
difficult because I didn‟t understand much.  I had to 
concentrate! 

The second day – Tuesday 6 September - Today, I think it was 
a bit easier as I knew what I had to do.  So it was better than 
the first day.  The children were very hyper but they calmed 
down eventually! 

The fourth day – Thursday 8 September - There wasn‟t any 
school yesterday as the school day is longer than in the UK 
and the teachers were very tired – I was very tired too!  Today, 
I did all sorts of things and I had to work hard.  For example I 
helped the children to draw a picture of their parents – I liked 
that! 

The fifth day – Friday 9 September - It was the last day today 
and it was very difficult to leave because I really liked 
everybody and I really liked the work, because I had lots to 
do.  I think that the best was helping the children – I loved this 
week! 

Conclusion - I found the work difficult and tiring but I‟m 
pleased to have experienced life at work.  During the week, I 
experienced the working world and I think that I‟d like to have 
a similar job when I‟m older.  One thing which really pleased 
me was the fact that I was in France.  It was a good 
experience because it was very different and I‟m happy 
therefore that I had the opportunity to do it.” 

FOCUS ON LANGUAGES 

Bienvenue 2! 
 

We welcomed Mrs Rachel Neale to 
the Languages Department this term, 
who is supporting all our students in 
lessons as our Teaching Assistant.   
 

Mrs Neale is a real francophile who 
was heavily involved with the teaching 
of French at Much Wenlock primary 
school and who is also passionate about the twinning 
Much Wenlock has with Cysoing in Northern France.    
At half-term, she will in fact be going over to France with 
her family and 11 of our sixth formers for a four-day 
visit.  Look out for an article about how they get on in 
the next edition of the Newsletter. 
 

- Madame Crowther 
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Netball 
- report from Mrs Jardine 

 

Our Year 7 Netball Team were lucky girls to play 
in not only our first fixture on our lovely new 

courts, but also to be the first students to participate in a 
Netball tournament hosted at William Brookes School for 
THREE years!!  It was a very special moment to see eleven 
teams competing from six different schools from across South 
Shropshire in a very high standard tournament.   

20 girls represented the school for their first fixture in Year 7 
and it was clear to see they are going to be a great Netball 
team for William Brookes School.  There is a lot of talent 
amongst the girls and they all played with determination to 
improve and succeed.  It really was a fantastic evening of 
Netball and both teams ended up second in their respective 
tournaments, which was an excellent result.  I look forward to 
working with them over the next few years and their continued 
success. 
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Sports Reports from Mrs Humphreys 
 

Cross Country: 
We are presently competing in the Telford Schools League.  
This is a weekly competition held at four different venues, 
giving students the opportunity to experience a wide rage of 
terrains!  After two competitions we have seen some 
fantastic individual runs and some very gutsy team efforts.  
Three of our students, Georgie Benbow (Year 8), Alex 
Burrows (Year 9) and Josh Burrows (Year 11) have won both 
their races to date.  
Top school teams presently are:  
Year 7 girls  2nd in race 1 
Year 8 girls  2nd in race 2 
Year 9 girls  1st in race 1 and 2nd in race 2  
Year 9 boys  2nd in both races 
Year 10/11 girls  2nd in race 1 

(Continued on page 15) 

SPORTS REPORTS 

 

 All weather pitch 
(Trainers only) 

Sports Hall 
(Trainers only) 

Fitness suite 
(Indoor PE kit) 

MUGA 
(Trainers only) 

Pool 

Monday Y10, 11 & Sixth Form 
Football League 

Y10, 11 & Sixth Form 
Netball 

 Y8 7-a-side Football/
Recreation Space 

Y10, 11 & Sixth Form 
Lane Swimming 

£1 to Leisure Centre  

Tuesday All Years 
Recreation Use 

Primary School  Usage  Y9 10 11 & Sixth Form 
Fit Club 

Y7 7-a-side Football/ 
Y8 & 9 5-a-side Football 

Primary School Usage  

Wednesday Y7, 8 & 9  
Football League 

Y8 & 9 Netball Club Y9 10 11 & Sixth Form 
Fit Club 

Y11 7-a-side Football/ 
Recreation Space 

Y10, 11 & Sixth Form 
Lane Swimming 

£1 to Leisure Centre  

Thursday All Years 
Recreation Use 

Y7, 8 & 9 Girls         5-a-
side Football 

Y9 10 11 & Sixth Form 
Fit Club 

Y9 7-a-side Football/ 
Y10 & 11 5-a-side Foot-

ball/ 

Improvers Swim Club  

Friday Y 7 & 8 
Football Club 

Primary School  Usage   Y10 7-a-side  Football/ 
Y7 Girls Netball Club 

Primary School Usage  

SPORTS 

CLUBS 

Our PE Department will be running the following Lunchtime Clubs until the end of this term: 

We will publish details of Spring Term Clubs in our Christmas issue 

AFTER-
SCHOOL 
CLUBS 

All weather pitch 
(PE Outdoor Training 
Kit & Football Boots) 

Sports Hall 
(Indoor PE kit and 

footwear) 

Gymnasium 
(Indoor PE kit and 

footwear) 

MUGA Pool 

Monday    Boys Y11 & Sixth Form 
Football Training 

(PE Outdoor Training 
Kit and Astro Turf & 
Indoor Footwear) 

 

Tuesday  Y7 & 8 
 Badminton Club  

 Boys Y7, 8, 9, 10   
Football Club 

(PE Outdoor Training 
Kit and Astro Turf     
Footwear) 

 

Wednesday Boys Rugby Club 
@ Telford Rugby Club  

16.00 - 17.00 
Return to WBS 17:30 

Y10 & 11 Basketball   Home Netball Fixtures  Swimming Galas (Home) 
Until 17.30  Monthly  

Thursday  Y7 & 8 Basketball All Years 
Gymnastics Club 

Y7, 8, 9, 10, 11 Hockey 
Club 

(PE Outdoor Training 
Kit and Astro Turf  
Footwear) 

 

Friday  Y7, 8 & 9 Badminton 
Club 

  Advanced Swimming Club 
(Lane Swimming) 

And After-School Clubs (16.00– 17.00): 
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MATHS DEPARTMENT NEWS 
- report from Mrs Dowbiggin 

We have had fantastic results this summer in both GCSE 
and A level Mathematics.  77% of our students achieved 
grades A* to C in GCSE Maths with 23% gaining A or A* 
grades.  In A level we have achieved the best results ever 
with 92% of students achieving grades A*, A or B.  Special 
congratulations go to George Bilsby and Oliver Crossley 
who both attained A* in A-level Maths; George gaining A* 
for Further Maths A-level too. 

This term has also introduced a Maths Club which takes 
place on Wednesday afternoons from 15.45 until 16.45.  
The students will be involved in “Jaguar Cars in Motion.”  
The students enjoy racing a model formula one car 
around a track and compete in races against each other.  
There will also be an opportunity to enter a national 
competition where, last year, two Year 11 students 
reached the Final.  Other activities to enjoy include 
puzzles, origami and strategic games.   

Swimming: 
Swimming club for our competitive swimmers (those who 
are able to swim 20 lengths without stopping) is on a Friday 
evening.  I am delighted to say that a large number of 
students are taking advantage of our fantastic facilities, 
improving their strokes, speed and stamina.  At the end of 
September, we competed in the English schools relay 
competition, West Midlands round, at Thomas Telford 
School.  All three teams, U14 girls, U14 boys and U16 girls 
did very well.   
This Academic year we will continue with our aim to have 
every Year 7 student achieving one length on their front and 
one length on their back of a recognised stroke.  (This is a 
national requirement for the end of Key Stage 2).  If you are 
a weak or a non-swimmer you should be attending our 
Improvers swimming club on Thursday lunch time 13:30-
14:00. 
 

British Schools Biathlon competition: 
This will be run with a different format this year.  Each 
school will organise a time trial for the run and swim and 
then send the information to our regional organiser.  From 
this information students will be chosen to represent the 
region in the semi finals.  Any student wishing to enter is 
asked to please see Mrs Humphreys as soon as possible. 
 

Gymnastics Club: 
Gymnastics Club will start again after the half-term holiday 
on a Thursday evening, all welcome.  On Thursday 17 
November Mrs Humphreys will be taking a group of 
students to watch the World Trampolining and Tumbling 
Championships at the National Indoor arena.  There are 
two tickets still for sale: if you would like to see top level 
gymnastics, please see Mrs Humphreys as soon as possible 
to secure your ticket! 

(Continued from page 14) 

To give you a taster, try this puzzle! 

Minibus Journey 

A minibus has its seats set out as 
shown here: 

Anne is sitting just behind the front 
seat where the window is on her 
left.  Kate has one seat between her 
and the front seat.  David, who has 
a crush on Kate, is sitting in the seat next to her!  Emma is 
sitting next to Clare and immediately in front of Brian.  
David does not have a window on his right side.  David 
and Holly are sitting on the same side of the minibus but 
not one behind the other.  Pete and 
Holly are sitting as far away from each 
other as Anne and Brian. 

Who is sitting where?  Look at the box 
on the right - upside down! 

Solution: 
1= Pete, 2=Anne, 
3=Kate, 4=David, 
5=Emma, 6=Clare, 
7=Brian, 8=Holly 

7 8 

5 6 

3 4 

1 2 

Front Front 

Championships earlier this year, then 
went on to qualify and compete at the 
British Dressage Summer North West 
Regional Championships.   She took 
part in the PetPlan Area Festivals last 
month and is now off to the David 
Broome Centre in Monmouth for 4 
days, representing England North-west 
in the British Dressage Senior Team 
Home International Competition. 

Ms Murray rides „Mister T‟, a 16.1hh 
black gelding whom she has trained 
herself.  She says that he has done 
incredibly well for a Shire cross (for non
-horseminded readers, this translates as 
being part carthorse!) as the average 
Dressage horse is a fine-boned, dainty 
animal.  So „Well Done‟ to Mister T too! 

Congratulations to Ms Nadine 
Murray, the school‟s Project 
Manager, who took part in the 
British Dressage PetPlan 
Winter 
National 
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e-mail: 
admin@williambrookes.shropshire.lg.net 

The William Brookes School Newsletter 
is published four times a year - October, 
Christmas, Easter and July.  
If you have a comment to make, or would 
like to contribute an article for a future 
edition, please contact the editor,  
Mrs E Herdson, at the school.   
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Find us on our website, where you can see everything in this newsletter, including photos, in 
colour!  The website also has our prospectus, external examinations timetable, lunch menus and 

many other details about the school.  Log on to www.williambrookesschool.co.uk 
 

For more student news, go to our School Blog at http://williambrookes.ethink.org.uk/ 

Other dates to note: 
17 November Y11 Diploma Parents‟ Consultation 
  Evening 

24 November Sixth Form Open Evening 

8 December Year 8 Parents‟ Consultation 
  Evening 
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Wednesday 16 November will be our  

TARGET SETTING DAY.   
 

This means there will be NO lessons or school 
transport.  Each student will come in with their   
parent(s)/carers for an individual appointment to 
discuss their progress and their personal learning 
targets for the 2011/12 academic year. 

The National Blood Service will be 
visiting William Brookes School on 
Monday 24 October 2011, during 

our half-term holiday.  Session 
times are 13.30 to 15:30 and 

16:30 to 19:30. 
 

Ring the National Blood Donor 
helpline on 0300 123 23 23 

(local call rates, open 24 hours) 
for an appointment, or book one 

online at www.blood.co.uk 
 

96% of us rely on the other 4% 
to give blood. 

 

Please don‟t leave it to 
someone else. 

 
 

 
William Brookes student to be 

a part of the London 2012 
Olympic Games! 

 

Year 11 student Alice Cotton has 
been given a coveted place as an 
arrow collector during the Archery 
competitions, having represented 
England twice in Home Nations 
competitions at U18 level.  She has 
been the Shropshire County 
Champion for the last three years and 
has recently been promoted to the GB 
development squad which could see 
her representing GB at the 2016 
Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro!  At 
the London 2012 Games, she will see 
GB stars such as Alison Williams who 
started archery at the same club as 
Alice, Long Mynd Archers in Church 
Stretton.  

Alice has recently been awarded a 
£200 grant from School funds to help 
pay her accommodation/travel costs 
while she is in London.   

Half-term holiday dates = Monday 24 
October – Friday 28 October inclusive. 

Friday 16 December will be the LAST DAY OF 
TERM, with early closure for students at 14.30.  

Christmas holiday dates = Monday 19 
December – Monday 2 January 2011 
inclusive. 

Staff return to school for a P D Day on 
Tuesday 3 January, and SPRING TERM 
STARTS on Wednesday 4 January. 


