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Liz Thomas, Community Govermor, writes... GOOdbye’ Mrs Cooper.

The invitation to provide some thoughts on Pennyds reti,r
we recognise that after twentythree years as Head her decision to leave is a significant chapter in the history of the school.

Penny is the third Head of William Brookes School since the school was founded in 1953. This heritage arising from length of
service and stability for the school is the strong and valued legacy that Penny passes onto us for the future.

We recognise the depth of her commitment to past and present students, staff, governors and local communities, working long
hours and | ong days managing, persuading, insisting and
legacy will include her outstanding success in providing for many people the new school building with the Leisure Centre spts
facilities and the Edge Arts Centre for cultural activities. How lucky we are !

When we drive into Wenlock down the Bourton bank, Penny will come to mind every time we see the changed £
view of the town and school. There are many memories to share together as we say our farewells. Some of u
will recall the exciting occasion when HM Queen and other members of the Royal family were welcomed to the
school by Penny; for myself, as a governor over many past years, | will retain the image of Penny arriving at
meetings burdened by large files, and those large looseleaf note books in which she wrote in her distinctive
long hand with a fountain pen !
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On 15 March a unique event occurred when three consecutive Heads of William Brookes School met up. Geoff
Richards, who was appointed in 1968 (following the death of Jack Edwards) as Headmaster of Wenlock Modern
School, which was soon to become the comprehensive William Brookes School, met up with present Head, Penny
Cooper, when he visited the brand new school. He was also introduced to Geoff Renwick, who will be taking over as
Head when Mrs Cooper retires in
April. Itis unusual for a school that
opened in 1953 to have had so few
Head teachersd Mr Edwards was in
post for 15 years, Mr Richards for
nearly 20 years, Mrs Cooper will
have been Head for exactly 23 years ‘ d

a long career ahead of him!

Sixth Form student Ruby Ward, took
Mr Richards on a tour of the school. §#8
0/ real |l yshesad. o ¥e diie
mentioned how much teaching had
changed over the years, particularly
with the advent o

Mr Richards was involved in the All
School Reunion that took place in
May in the old school buildings,
before students and staff moved
across to the new accommodation.
_ He also had a tour of the
construction site nine months agod a
lot has changed since then!

Please can we remind all students that theExam seasonis now upon us? We know that you will all
)_0 want to move around the school as quietly as possible, in order fo give our students the chance to

do their best. We wish all our student
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When | retire from the post of Head of William
Brookes School in April | will have completed exactly 23
years in what must be one of the best jobs | could ever have
hoped for! Living in Shropshire, a county that | love, and
leading a school that has changed, developed and expanded
constantly since 1988 has been exciting and challenging
throughout. Working with young people is in itself very
rewarding, particularly since William Brookes is a
comprehensive school in every sense of thewordt hat 6 s
helps make it special and also what creates so many
opportunities for its students. Very committed and
hardworking staff make a real difference too, of course. We
set targets for students and track their progress closely but
never lose sight of them as individualsd | am very proud of
the positive and personal ethos that persists here.

There have been many changes over this time, including the
introduction of GCSESs, the National Curriculum, vocational
courses, new A levels, closer links with business and strong
and positive partnerships with the other schools in SE
Shropshire and the rest of the County. Back in the 1990s
opportunities to work with the National Curriculum Council
and with inspirational educationalists, such as Tim Brighouse,
also came my way.

The role of Head has changed significantly over this time.
Local Management of Schools provided much more
independence for me as Head, even though Shropshire
budgets have, disappointingly, not increased relative to the
rest of the country. What has been special at William Brookes
has been the opportunity to develop the performing arts,
including the creation of The Edge Arts Centre, and the
unique links with the Olympic movement through Much

== A el Messtige from The Heod:

Mrs Cooper was also interviewed by
| Wh at 6 s magdrzinet..

| What would you say are the most
fundamental changes and challenges
you have seen within education
during your time as Head?

One of the most fundamental changes has been the
increasing level of accountability for schoolsd no bad thing in
itself, as we are responsible for such an important phase in
the life of young people and we can transform their future
lives in so many ways, through personal development as well
as through exam success. We owe it to students to support
them and create opportunities for them in every way possible.
| have experienced 4 successful Ofsted inspections during my
headship and each one has been undertaken according to a
new framework! At the same time there are significant
challenges in the changing nature of society, including the
structure of the family- and family life more generally.
Inequalities in terms of life experience make such a difference
to young people and school s
problems elsewhere. However we do sometimes provide a
point of stability and security, away from such personal issues
and we open doors that they may not have considered.

What are your plans for the future?

I dondt want to give up
and | am considering some opportunities for volunteering in
community projects. | have several options open to me and |
certainly wondt be sitting
the same time | plan to spend much more time with family
and friends, plus reading, gardening, walking, travelling,
piano playing, badminton & the list is endless!

wor ki

Wenl ockds speci al |l egacy. As H ] ]
6Coubertin schoold | have been | See student interviews on page 20|v
people from all over the world, interesting people who all
make a difference and offer unique opportunities to our
students and the wider community. | CT Conf erences
I have also been privileged to lead the school through its i
rebuilding programme as Shr ops;rhh'rstlic")yseat‘)rOnteheScSnlcohbqolK ha;s h??
Pat hfinderdé for the now defun Staneg:\éepgp\?ogq:r at A .ga%sl nrl:eeojetrs
opening in our unique 21st century building, that provides a P ys-
¢ > . . keynote speakers tal ked ab-o(
antastic learning environment for our students, we have all pad@odis and other technolog
begun to app_reuate how |mporftar_1t this project has b_een. | educational contexts. The e
have also gained a real appreciation of the construction world success and many very positi
and of the Work_ of other departments of _Shropshlre Council about our school and the ped
that have contributed so much to the project. | was
determined that, as well as our staff, our own students should Two weeks ago we also hosted
play a key role in the design and development of the new Conference and Create | T Awg
school and the group of o0One $khobaAt Pashdqhliegbout the ney
Ambassadorsoé were a delight t ¢l Rlir& WAt V!lonrdkﬁr}noppress%%sd'%rbs
many people with their commitment, insight and inspiration. on ICT in t school, and a
The new Leisure Centre, Edge Arts Centre and community t E eir WIO rk y Th ﬁ f : nal add L 9
facilities now provide greatly improved services for our rural abo E t d c 0 ;J h T? ¢ d no ¢ °ogy. T f
community and could act as a model for others once funding 2 i (r: o 2 S \tNIh e ¢ 2 U ﬁ { en ]:Q' ;) . p ? L g n N
becomes more widely available again. ceremony We we )r/ ’e successf E
| am delighted that Geoff Renwick, who has worked with me secondary s&Sophoes Mewvihshahdw
so closely since 2001, as Deputy Head and then as CeHead EmilyaPel Winners. Many ot heg
during the building project, has been appointed to the post of with top 3 places and it wag
Ll Head from the Summer Term. Although I will be sad to leave, studentsd6 work being recogni
[1 1 know that he will do a great job leading the next stage in the involved, Mr Crook, Mr Brown
life of William Brookes School! | shall miss all our students hel ped so muchcwittihcalhars wxt
and staff, as well as the wider school community, but | wish Further thanks must go to tH
you all good Iuckforthefutureandt_hankyou aIIfor_ and Mr Partridge who have sU
your_support and for your commitment to me during new school and the c oMrf eRemwd
my time as Head. - Penny Cooper
0 The EWillimndBrookes School Newslette
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FOCUS ON LANGUAGES

This year we celebrate the 28' Anniversary of our exchange with

the Collage Gaston Huet, Vouvray!

- -’--
- y - P

Links into. M
SOl ages

This year our MFL Department has participated in a project
entitled 024 Hours 1In
Languages. The project was led by Regional Language
Network West Midlands manager Chris Everall. Other
partners involved in the project were the Ironbridge Gorge
Museum Trust, Telford College of Arts & Technology (TCAT),

William Brookes School, Charlton School, Wrockwardine
Wood School and Lord Silkin School.

The project aim was to highlight the importance of foreign
language skills for the Shropshire tourism sector. We wanted
to inspire students to recognise how language skills could
enhance their career prospects and to make them more aware
of the opportunities offered by the tourism and leisure industry,
not only locally but worldwide. Each school produced a
module of resources within the overall theme of 24 hours in
Shropshire. Here at William Brookes, we worked on the
transport module. All of the resources produced for the project
will be available for others to view and use from the Links into
Languages website.

As part of the project, some Year 9 students were involved in a
fascinating presentation given by Steve Miller, Chief Executive
of the Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust. He spoke about his
own personal experiences of learning languages and how
language skills had helped in his career. He also showed
students the importance of foreign languages to the work of
the Ironbridge Museums and gave examples such as the loan
of artefacts to other museums worldwide, the reproduction of
items of clothing from different periods of history for other
museums, sending tiles to foreign exhibitions and buying and
selling items. In addition to this, he mentioned the number of
foreign visitors who come to Shropshire and the effect that this
has on the local economy in terms of providing services and
jobs.

Following the presentation, students were given the opportunity
to work in small groups on an
used their French language skills to create a presentation on
how they would entertain an important French business visitor
to Shropshire, including which local attractions to visit and
where to eat. Prizes were awarded for the best and for the
most creative presentations. - Mrs H Mersh
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YEAR9 FRENCHEXCHANGE
M Garnett reports...

41 French exchange students arrived in Much Wenlock on 30
March, to take part in our well-established annual Year 9
exchange between the two schools. They were accompanied
by & thenmbersotiseaidl- Mirejlle Nidauit,kGerard Regnéer,
Nicole Maier and Magali Meunier. The students have been
very well looked after by our Year 9 hosts and their families,
to whom wedre very grateful
offered. During their stay in Shropshire, our visitors have had
a wonderful time visiting Much Wenlock , Ludlow, Ironbridge,
Blists Hill and Shrewsbury. They also sampled a variety of
lessons in school, and French and British students all enjoyed
their shared trip to O6Waterw
returned to Vouvray on Thursday, 7 April.

Next term, the Year 9 hosts from William Brookes travel to
Vouvray to sample the delights of the Loire Valley, and
improve their French! We know that we will be equally well
looked after, and look forward to our visit.
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Try this FRENCH QUIZ (Compiled by Mademoiselle Thomas)

1. What is La Manche ?

a French national holiday
the highest peak in the Alps
the nickname for Paris

the English Channel

00w

2. What do Renault, Citroen and
Peugeot manufacture ?

shoes
food
cars
clothes

What does

shack

quick breakfast
crescent

bread

COWP ® TDOWH

4. What would a French person
say on greeting you ?
A. ddaccord

ocr ¢B.

an American tennis player
a French painter
a French football player

Wh a t
Zinedine
Michael
Jean
Mohamed

Cowm» © UOW

10. What are the colours of the
French flag ?

A. red, orange, green
blue, white, red
C. blue and white

D. yellow and white

11. In which other country is
French spoken ?

A. England

B. Germany

C. Switzerland

16. A Much Wenlock on ne
peut pas

A. aller a la piscine
r.au foot

. . B.., jo
is Zi dane_osalrfraurcrﬁétmaname ?

D. aller | 6a®roport

17. Il ne faut pas de ballon pour
jouer

A. au foot

B. au basket

C. au netball

D. au badminton

18. A Paris, ily a

A. le Millennium Bridge

B. la Tour Eiffel

C. le Empire State Building
D. le Rhone

19. En général, on dort
A. dans la cuisine

B.  bonjour D.  Spain B.  dans la salle de bains
C. oui .
D. non 12. Which city is not in France ? g gz:z :2 ggﬁrgrrianger
A. Paris
5. What is a baguette ? B. Dijon 20. Qui a jou® dans
A. a bottle of Champagne C. Madrid pays des merveill esod?
B.  French cheese D.  Nice A.  Johnny Depp
C.  French bread _ B.  Taylor Lautner
D. a French hat 13. 1.05= C. Robert Pattinson
A. il est une heure cing
6. Approximately how many types B. il est une heure zero cing
of cheese are there in France? C. il est une heure et cinq
A. 2 minutes
B. 5000 D. il est onze heures
C. 8
D. 400 14, 23.57 =
A. il est minuit moins trois
7. Which country does not border B. il est zéro heure moins huit
with France ? C. il est vingt-quatre heure
A. Belgium D. il est onze heures trente
B. Spain
C Poland 15. Je mets une cravate pour
D. Germany A. aller en discothéque
B. faire du shopping
8. Who is Zidane ? C. aller au college
A. a French tennis player D. aller au fast-food
Supermarket vouchers for schools STOP PRESS
: ~ The winners of the second 100+ FOWBS draw were:
[|]Sai nsburyoés are currently s , a
we would be very grateful if you could send any that you £50 J. Dickson
receive to William Brookes School. We are also collecting £20 Stephanie Brett
Tesco vouchers. Please ask all family and friends to collect | £10 J. Grainger
on our behalf. Vouchers may be posted in the special £10 Rebecca Backhouse
boxes in either Student Services or the Leisure £10 Marie Bain
)_D Centre.
Page 4 Thank you! 0 The EWili@nBrookes School Newslette%
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FOCUS ON LANGUAGES

Year 7 Trip to France

Our regular Year 7 summer visit to the attractive Opal
Coast region of France will take place in July. It will
include:

0 Travel to Dover by coach, then ferry to Boulogne.
Students will complete a town trail around the old
quarter of the town and be able to purchase a few
souvenirs in the shops whilst practising their French.

0 A visit to the picturesque seaside town of Le Touquet.
Students will spend some time in the market before
going on to a picnic lunch at the Bagatellestheme park,
followed by an afternoon on the water rides and roller
coasters!

0 Another picnic lunch, this time by the seaside, followed

by a visit to the impressiveNausicaa Sea Life Centren

Boulogne.

We very much hope that all students will thoroughly enjoy
this valuable opportunity to experience a little French culture
and to use the French that they have learned during Year 7.

The photo below shows | ast ye
- Madame Ellison

Mademoiselle
Bradbury

Last November | started
work as a teaching
assistant for the MFL
department here at
William Brookes. |
thoroughly enjoy my job
working with languages. | always loved studying
languages when | was at school, taking German and
French to A level.

| then went on to study French at University, which was
the best choice | ever made. | no longer studied just
grammar and vocabulary; | was able to study all aspects
of the country, culture and Europe (all in French),
learning things about politics and history that were
applicable to current affairs. The greatest benefit of my
course was that it gave me the brilliant opportunity to
live in France, in the beautiful medieval town of Poitiers
i WésSFrafide, 0ot ® ye& WihereY studied Budineds and t|r i p!
German, going to lectures at the University which were
all in French. Being able to speak another language
and communicate with people from across Europe really
improved my confidence and | made some amazing
friends whilst travelling; not only in France but also in
other countries, as a result of my language skills.

Having a good knowledge of French helped me to pick
up other languages, such as Spanish and Italian, more
easily, which was really useful for holidays and work.
Funnily enough, having a better understanding of how
grammar works in French has also helped me to
understand the English language better! Studying

| anguages may not be everyone

4 \=. préparer les Premiéres et Terminales
N Jaux A levels et les Troisiémes et
Secondes aux GCSEs en les faisant

really never know how usefjul |
Bonjour! J e mob ap p ethelnprackcenindirispgaking witontei When | am back
22 ans et je viens dfance /! amediig to resume myaeswdies to become
de Dordogne qui s 0 agm Breyfish teach&ra This &xperience has been very
Laurent des Hommes. Je suis positive for me 3 | have been able to improve my English
assistante de fr an-awd/knownol Ba®laeally ant to be a teacher and
William Brookes. Je suis ici pour prepare the students for working life.

Saint Laurent des V/éu\z;\c?
O Badit

. ~ Hommes K_\/
pratiquer | dor al prlnC|paIement. En r ntrjnwﬁ Frgince
je vais reprendre mes études pour pouvoir devenir % w.mo T e
professeur ddangl ai s. Cette exp®r|ence @»tw® "

A ) N . . j Exwl Lencuisher
positive: jo0ai pu am®liorer cmon angl ai s et ’”E" sa‘f g
maintenant que je veux vraiment étre professeur et Pttt °5LA'::"" -n;::;ux?""‘ﬁ
préparer les éléves a entrer dans la vie active. = RN ot el e

/ Mo a0 ¥t dagpe
Hello! My name is Emilie. | am 22 and | come from a (et Seman® tomme S | L
. . . . . . o laForos Carkex
little village in the Dordogne which is called Saint g’;m;;f‘“"' e sl oww:""" ° r}
Laurent des Hommes. | am a French Assistante at R e o

William Brookes School. | am here to prepare the Year
12 and 13 students with their A-levels and the Year 10
and 11 students with their GCSEs, mostly in making

Spring Edition 2011




Arts College JNows

= Music .
? AN i ical i B iahddl Mrs Jaeger write . ars
ATZ Drama | The first musical in our colleqes

)
ARAN

i )'\:;‘ o) new school building! A school concert was held on Thursday 1March
[y - a varied evening of entertainment from our students.
N Bu gSy M a'l one The first half featured Year 11 and 12 coursework and
Our first major production in the new building took place our extra-curricular Choir and Orchestral groups. The
over four nights at the beginning of April. Traditionally second half of the evening consisted of popular numbers
messy, the show proved an interesting challenge as the performed by Express Club.

cast threw themselves into a world of splurgy mayhem and

custard chaos Year 11 course workis now complete dwell done to all

those students! Year 12 and 13 students dondt f or g

Bugsy Maloneis set in 1930s New York and is the story of that your deadline is Friday 6 May for logs and CDs.

two rivalling gangs run by Dandy Dan (Zach Joneg and ) ]
Fat Sam Stacetto Ellie Southwel) owner of the speakeasy. ~ The Wenlock Live Arts Festivalias held over the
Dandy Dandés gang have begun weekendef23-3g6rMarchy Williars Braokes gnsemible h

their new splurge guns. F a t cameaseadrd inghe iseniominstuenental Ensemble class.

uses the old fashioned pies. Not knowing where else to The winning group was a clarinet ensemble from

turn, Fat Sam employs Bugsy MaloneWilliam Eley) {who Abraham Darby school. Congratulations to our choir,

is also trying to smooth talk Blousey Brown Ellie Ball), who won their class, with Ludlow school gaining second

without a lot of success} to help him win back control of position. Mrs King (our exMiss Busfield) directed the

the city. Bugsy manages to obtain some splurge guns for Ludlow choir - it was good to catch up with her!

Fat Samés gang and a finale filled with flour, custard pie

and splurge ensued!

Well done to all cast, crew and orchestra for making the
show such asuccess!

0 The EWidiandBrookes School Newslette



http://williambrookes.ethink.org.uk/2011/03/28/students-perform-first-musical-in-new-school-building/
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Wenlock Poetry Festival

Wenlock Poetry Festival is an annual celebration of the very
best in poetry, and this year will be held from 29 April to 1
May, again under the patronage of Poet Laureate Carol Ann
Duffy, former Poet Laureate Andrew Motion and National Poet
for Wales Gillian Clarke.

The streets of Wenlock will be buzzing and humming all
weekend. o We ' /' / nod to the Royal
Street shops displaying their favourite love poems, and there
may well be a sense of love in the air in this springtime
festival, but more than anything, there will be love of poetry in
all 7 ts [ or ioguotatheif wepsité. s e s 0,

The 2011 festival will include The lan McMillan Orchestra,
Spoz and Dreadlockalien, Andrew Motion, John Hegley, Jo
Shapcott, Carol Ann Duffy, Jackie Kay, Mario Petrucci, Paul
Evans, Simon Armitage and many, many more.

The Wenlock Poetry Festival is brought to you by leading
independent bookseller, Wenlock Books, in partnership with
the The Edge Arts Centre and the Arvon Foundation. See this
website for full details and online booking:

www.wenlockpoetryfestival.org
Dance

From Student Reporter Zach Jones...

Hundreds of people turned out for this
— vy e a 8tépping Up Dance

Extravaganza,which took place over two nights earlier this
term and was a great success. Ceordinated by Annie Smith,
School Sports Coeordinator, both evenings saw pupils and
students working together to produce some amazing
performances.

4
/ -
- \ /3
) ) /,
\ -
/

One member of the Senior Boys Dance Club gave us his own
account of the Stepping Up experience:

Being in the dance production was a truly amazing experience
that | learnt a lot from. Everyone put in loads of time and
effort to make it to happen. After months of preparation it was
all over in just 2 exciting days. There were a lot of primary
schools involved and it was great to see such good young
talent. With so many dancers in the production, there was
something to inspire all the dance groups. From young groups
aged 10 and even younger to Sixth Form A level dancers, it
was a brilliant performance.

When we were called to do our dance we all lined up and were
sent to run on the stage; everyone was nervous but when we
started it was all over so fast we all forgot our nerves and gave
all our effort in the dance. When our dance was finished we
all got a great feeling of accomplishment and a big buzz. We
all wish we could do it every night as it was so much fun!

All the dance groups are now working hard for the next
production in the summer, w

D
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Forthcoming school events
in our Arts Centre

The Edge Arts Centrenow has enhanced

“# facilities and charitable status. School

= Governor Liz Thomas addso The Edg

Ful | deltcehrk Enafty has been formed over the
future p’ag‘t}/ﬁr first as a company limited by

Seen | ﬁﬁ?f hagie qyd morg rpcengly s coppletgd
Edge6 s uG @a %sz‘atus The objectives of the charity

@€ lo advance and further art and culture in
the Edge Arts Centre for the benefit of
residents of Much Wenlock and the
surrounding area. Presently there are seven independent
directors, two of whom happen to be school governors.
Charitable status and structure offers opportunities to raise
funds i n support of the obj e

Wenlock Poetry Festival events:

Friday 29 April, 19.30 - The lan McMillan Orchestra
English National Opera poet-in-residence and Bard of Barnsley, lan
McMillan, with composer Luke Carver Goss and ensemble players.

Saturday 30 April
10.30 - Imtiaz Dharker. One of Britainds mg
contemporary poets with five volumes of poetry in print.

11.00 - John Hegley Animal Alpaboat An interactive show for
families. The poet enchants both children and adults with his poetic
genius and silliness.

Please note that theAndrew Motion Workshop, also taking place at
11.00, is already SOLD OUT.

12.00 - Jo Shapcott. Winner of the 2010 Costa Book of the Year and
several poetry prizes including the National Poetry Competition (twice!)
14.00 - Andrew Motion: Laurels and Donkeys The former Poet
Laureate introduces a collection of war poems presenting scenes from
various conflicts of the twentieth and twentyfirst centuries.

15.30 - John Hegley: The Adventures of Monsieur RobinefTales about
a Frenchman with some unusual (but clean) habits, which include

burying his dogds kennel and hi d
most people over seven.

19.30 - Carol Ann Duffy with Paul Henry and John Sampson

The Festivalds founding patron,
actor John Sampson. Paul Henry, whose new volume of selected
poems, The Birittle Seawas published in October 2010, will perform in
the first part of the evening.

Sunday 1 May

11.30 - Jackie Kay, Ann Gray and Clare Shaw Three great poets
together. Lyrical, sensuous, unafraid and brilliant.

19.30 - Simon Armitage In 2010, winner of the Keats-Shelley Poetry
Prize and awarded the CBE for his services to literature.

progr a

Other events:

6 and 7 July, 17.30 SummerDance 2011 Talented dancers studying
at WBS and local dance academies perform in a range of styles.

13 July, 17.30 WBS Music presentsW Factor 2011! A showcase of
some of the most exciting singing talent at WBS. Students will have
gone through a series of knock-out heats to reach this thrilling final!

21 July, 17.30 WBS Music presents aConcert A celebration of all the
musical styles and ensembles within our music department: soloists, th
choir, instrumentalists and rock bands.

In the Gallery

Until 9 April - Prints by Christine Bradshaw, Jacqui Dodds and Caroling
Taylor.

cf/v

st i

own

29 April 8 27 May - The Spirit of The Edge Shropshire photographer
Geoff Taylords images of Wenl ock
13 June 8 22 July - Pennants for the 2012 Games Members of the
Much Wenlock Craft Group are contributing to a national textiles
project to create 12,000 friendship pennants for participating
athletes at the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.

i?/e are now Iaun.ct}mg an Art.For lee scheme. Friends of

é Edg’é Ginfela plé@eao(a to enjoy in their home or

Edg

place of work for a fixed period of time.
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WBS PTA
Charity No:511300
2 ) .
§Cha/r Pri dmor {
Thank you to everyone who supported
our Bingo night in February 0 we hope
to have another one soon.

Joyce

Our next event is the May Fayre on
Sunday 8 May from 12.00 to 15.00 & we are hoping for good
weather! Come along and enjoy the entertainment (which will
be provided by students) and stalls. Donations of tombola
prizes, books, plants, cakes etc. will be very welcome and
look out for the draw tickets which will be on their way to you
after Easter. If you would like to help on the day please
contact us via school. Thank you!
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www.williambrookesschool.co.uk/formerstudents.php

Going, going, goneé

Organised by FOWBS, the hugely successful last reunion
to be held in our old building was held on 8 May last
year. Mrs Cooper and former Head Mr Richards cut the
blue and yellow ribbon to open the event, joined by ex
Deputy Head, Alan Townsend (then Mayor of

Shrewsbury); Mayoress, Judy Townsend; Event Organiser
Tracy Weaver; and Peter Braddick, Head of English.

Holidays in term time

There are only 190 statutory school days in one year.
There are 175 days (weekends and school holidays)
avallable to use for holidays, which would not have a
negative effect on your

The Education Welfare Service would like us to remind parents
that the law states they do not have the right to take their child
out of school for holidays during term time. The Head teacher
may authorise such holidays, butonly in exceptional
circumstances which in reality means only very rarely.

Please note that taking an unauthorised holiday could result in
eachparent receiving a Fixed Penalty Notice costing up to
£100 for each child. Good, consistent attendance at school is
crucial to giving your child the best chance of success. Please
consider the unspoken message you are giving your child by
letting them think it is acceptable to miss school.

Remember- Every School Day Counts/

Spring Edition 2011 ‘
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" Would like to invite you to

BUY.a Brick\

to mark your attendance at William Brookes School

This unique sculpture will take pride of place at the front of
by the school celebrating students and staff, past and present.

WBS FoWBS committee are working with Benchart to
create this special feature. Your name will be hand
stamped on to a brick, each brick costs £10.

Don't miss your opportunity Buy 4 Brick today.
Closing date is Friday 27th May 2011

To place an order email
wbszoicreunion@yahoo.co.uk

Exaples of Benchart's work
L S
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S Unsure about your future?

Come and talk to Helen Johnson, the Careers advisor from
Shropshire Youth attached to William Brookes School, about:

o Jobs o Courses
o Learning 6 Health
o Relationships 6 Housing

Helen holds a drop-in session at Broseley Library every
Monday from 17.00 -18.00. And look out for new drop-in
Careers advice sessions, to be held after the Easter
holidays at Thursday lunchtimes in our school library.

Calling all
Year 11 students!

Remember that Helen Johnson is available to help and
support you in your decisions about your future, now
and also once you have left school.

Her office number is:
01746 765001
email is helen.johnson@shropshire.gov.uk
or you may leave a message for her at our school Reception
Office. She will also be present on GCSE results day to
congratul ate or comfort
were hoping for, Helen can help you find other options.

The Shropshire Youth website has lots of useful information
such as details of College Open Days:
www.shropshireyouth.com
youdre thinking about
and vacancies can be found at
www.apprenticepships.org.uk

| f an

And Broseley studentsd o n 6 t
details above!

f or gresessidng e

Biology Masterclass at Birmingham University

On 9 March, 8 AS Biology Students attended a biology
talk at Birmingham University about Photosynthesis.
The talk, given by a lecturer at the University, looked at
plants and how much pressure is needed during the
photosynthesis process. We were also taught about
how plants have adapted to their environments.

After the lecture we took part in two experiments
looking at what conditions a plant needed to be in for
the stoma (a pore under a leaf which is used for gas
exchange during respiration and photosynthesis) to be
able to open or close. We did another experiment
where we looked at the carbon dioxide levels the plant
produced in different conditions.

The day was very interesting and worthwhile. The
talk was very relevant to our AS course, and we
10 hope to attend some similar talks in the future.

- Dr Hearle
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Staffing News

We welcome backMiss Simmill (D&T) from her long-term sick
leave and Ms Hall (BSR) from her maternity leave.

Alice Walters 7L9, writes...

Miss Simmill is returning to the school, after having to leave
early last year due to a horrible illness. She will be sharing the
job with Mrs Graham before she fully takes over. Miss Simmill
toduso/ have been gone for 13
took my place in DT Food. The new school is fantastic and
there are lots of nooks and crannies | still have to explore. |
don't miss the old school-but | do mi ss my

We interviewed Mrs Hall too and shetolduso / [/ e f ¢
maternity leave. | have been away for around a year. | love
doing my job in the BSR because | love to help people and
solve their problems. | think that the new school is really smari
and | dondét really miss the
better!o

Congratulations to Miss S Brownon her forthcoming

marriage!

SaskiaBagnall 7L 10, writesé X 1
(Y %

‘ "\'\ -3

Q3

All of us here at William Brookes want to
say avery big Congratulations to all
the staff who have had babies recently:

O«

Mr Parkes who has had a baby girl
called Saffron

Mr Crook who has had a girl called Hannah
Ms Bartlett who has had a boy called William
Mrs Hall who has had a girl called Ellie Mae
Mrs Shenton who has had a girl called Lily

O« O« O« O«

We have recent | yMrDadwell and Mrso d b
Hayward, and welcomed new ReceptionistMrs Julie Bayliss.

D n

y e

SCHOOL UNIFORM UPDATE
ORDER ONLINE/TELEPHONE
Delivered into school or collect from shop

BRISTOW CLUB & SCHOOL BRIDGNORTH
UNIFORM - www.schoolwearfactory.co.uk
Tel: 01746 761701/ 07947 248917
07976 167847

Parents- please remind your child/children that
CHEWING GUM IS NOT ALLOWED IN SCHOOL.

Lost Property I

Parent s! Dondt make it ¢

of costly school items! Pleasemake sure that all your

childés clothing and equ
his/her name!

ltems are often mislaid, and
regularly find themselves inundated with mounds of coats,
shoes and bags, etc., often with no indication as to whom
they belong. Following Shropshire Council guidelines, all un
named and unclaimed items are disposed of one month after
they are found.
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WBS STUDENTS ATTEND NATI

MASCOT FOR THE LONDON 2012 OLYMPIC GAMES!

Left to right: Saffron, Georgie and Kieran with Jonathan Edwards

StudentsGeorgie Hanafin (Head Girl), Kieran Osborne
(Head Boy), Danny Budd (Student representative on the
Wenlock Olympian Society and the Much Wenlock 2012
Legacy Group), Saffron Allen, Josh Burrowsand Oliver
Gribbin accompanied Mrs Cooper, Mrs Jardine, Mrs
Smith and Mrs Jaeger to the Much Wenlock based
launch of the mascots for the London 2012 Games.
Other WBS students with strong sporting associations
(including Student Council member Michael Edwards)
and ex-students (including rugby player Ryan Arnell)

Olympic mascot Wenlock, left, and the Paralympic mascot
Mandeville

Spring Edition 2011

ONAL LA

were also invited as representatives by their clubs.

They knew in advance that Gold Medallist and World
Champion triple jumper Jonathan Edwards would be
making a presentation but were taken by surprise to find
that the event was actually one of the three national
launches of the new London 2012 mascotsd a historic
moment!

Even greater was their surprise when they were shown a
short film, also shown on national TV, revealing that one
of the mascots was named Wenlock! At long last,
the unique history of Much Wenlock- and the
contribution of Dr William Penny Brookes to the
rebirth of the modern Olympic Games d is

gaining greater national prominence in the run up
to the 2012 Games.

Stoke Mandevill eds f amd
where the Paralympic movement began, and the
naming of the other mascot after the hospital
reflects the importance of the Paralympic Games.

Students had the opportunity to meet with

Jonathan Edwards and also to receive their own
Wenlock 2012 mascot pin badges, together with
a copy of MichaeDutbdfar pu'_
Rainbowthat tells the story of the mascots.

Thereds a | ot more to Jd
the 2012 Games & see over the page for more!

OF

us



E] Sixth Form studentsGeorgina Hanafin
(front) and Molly Laycockrecently undertook a
5,070 -mile sponsored cycle ride- inside!
They were photographed using the exercise bikes in
our new Leisure Centreds
mileage is the distance from Much Wenlock to Beijing,
n and the girls are raising money to support their
forthcoming trip to Beijing. They are very excited to be
part of a seven-strong student group from William
Brookes School (the UK®Bs
who, accompanied by Head of PE Mrs Jardine, will fly
out to China in August to represent Great Britain in
t hi s Bieerede Caubertin International Youth
Forum.

The students will welcome any further donations;
please contact Mrs Jardine at school.

ad
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Our team with
i > pdtal B
! hopeful Jimmy
Goddard.
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Dr Hearle
writes...

William Brookes School Reaches The
Wetsuit Challenge Finals!

On Saturday 12 March Tara Moran, Jon Hussey, Ben
Weatherley and Matthew Baugh-Brown travelled to
London to take part in the STEMNET Challenge. The
Challenge is designed to enable young people to use
the skills learnt in Science, Design & Technology and
Maths lessons to create something interesting, useful
and potentially spectacular. Our students won the
regional final to be one of eight teams to contest for the
national prize in London.

The key to the team winning the regional final was
down to the way in which they applied the Olympic and
Paralympic Values to their project, including excellent
teamwork and developing inspirational ideas for the
Challenge. The judges commented on how impressed

0 The EWigiandBrookes School Newslette*

they were by the studentsd pr
from nature and simple scientific principles to design an
effective wetsuit for a paratriathlete.
Although our team did not win the national final, we
had a thoroughly good day out, with the chance to
attend the Big Bang Fair and experience some of the
cutting edge science on show this year. We hope that
more students will be encouraged to take part in future
Stem Challenges.
\'
Mrs Wild has been busy encouraging T ¢
for the nTeows |Eedtwaerrd.s, ahderbBv droswveas e
i nspi Dedi dyMoorcroftds recent visit t
Gold medallist David Moorcroft paid a hool
6Coubertin Schoold in the United Kingdo ed L
Soci ety and Gol den Bear company who are t pr
mascots , Wenlock and Mandevill e. He sh n fr
some of our partner primary schools a s We r
featured Much Wenlock town centre and o is f
a Rainbowd and it is all about the Lond anoc
I f you would Iike to see the film too,
WWW. Yyoutube. com/watch?v=LUpXS
And the film has been posted on | ots of as
Moorcroft is the former world rec h o t he
He has been awarded an OBE and BE bor
ic events. Later that day David cr t oL
ew car park that was being built he of his
ildren who won the | imerick contest. They all got a




LONDON 2012 OLYMPIC MASCOT 'Eﬂ
COMPETITION WINNERS O'Q

Congratulations to the following students who won
prizes for their limericks at the recent London 2012
Olympic Presentation given by David Moorcroft (5000M
World Record holder from 1982):

Luke Hatton 9L5 Gold Medal -
I Fliss Hayes 12L10 Silver Medal -

Holly Ardern 8510 & Lucy Newell 8L2 Bronze Medal

House Prizes were also won by the following students:

Richard Godfrey 9A10 Athens

Alex Ferriday 9B2 Beijing

Katie Hawthorn 7L2 London

Chris Ball 853(with James Smith 8B4 Sydney

= Lauren Peters 8B7
(pictured left)won the
prize for the cartoon
competition

Well done too to Matthew
Hartill A5, Fraser Duce
A10, Kerryanne Hewlett
L10 and Mr Pope, whose
entries were all shortlisted;
but we can't print their

| entries due to lack of
space.

Here are the winning

Olympic VIPs visit William Brookes

Staff and students were invited to attend a special presentation
led by Olympian David Moorcroft on 1 March. Representing
the West Midlands Leadership Group for the 2012 Games,

David was joined by the Wenlock Olympian Society and limericks:
supported by the London Organising Committee of the Richard Godfrey - A10
Olympic Games & Paralympic Games. There once was a boy who loved to run,
Students from William Brookes and pupils from Much Wenlock For he was the fastest under the sun
Primary School were awarded certificates and prizes for their Xhz S\}ymlp'cks were Eear_'”g
l'i mericks about the Ol ympic ma?’n?'enockwascheenng
. . ~ . And an Olympic gold medal, he won!
6Mandevill ed, before watching Alex Ferriday. B2 h a
Rai nbowd, the follow up fil m c/exrermaday- D12
. . . The Olympic Games are soon to be here,
games. David spoke to the young audience about growing up So now is the time to shout and to cheer
in Coventry; his special relationship with Much Wenlock and Wenlock is ready to be put to the test,
the people who had influenced and inspired him to become an Everyone hopes he will beat all the rest,
Olympic Champion. He reminded us of the Olympic values And Mandevilleds always so near
and how important the Games were to many people for lots of Luke Hatton- L5
different reasons. The London Olympics are here,
Both Olympic Mascots were represented at the event in the And Wenlock is leading the cheer
PO - ~ . To win the gold medal,
form of 6life sized replicas. Faster he must pedal |t
sickness on the day, as they came straight from the Reflecting the Torch f]ame so clear

manufacturers @ in Telford! Our private screening of their Felicity Hayes - L10
animated adventures proved they usually travelled a lot further The mascots, they stand tall, proud and bold,

than that. The results, they are yet to unfold

. . - : They aim to impress,
As an Olympian, you get to withess some pretty impressive As they race for success

_achlevements. So, When_ Mr Moorcroft OBE s_ald he was May the best one go on to win gold!
i mpressed with our Si xth FormKatieHawthom L2 k5,
miles to raise money for the Coubertin Youth Forum trip to

. . Wenlock mascot was silver and bold,
Beijing, our students were quite pleased with themselves and, His dream was to win Olympic gold

possibly, a little bit concerned. Our evening presentation gave He trained every day,
Chris Cannon of the Wenlock Olympian Society an opportunity Over hills, far away,
to talk about Much Wenl ockds c Andheevenranoninthe cold!
Movement and how this important heritage has now been Holly Ardern Year 8 - S10 and Lucy Newell Year 8- L2
internationally recognised through the 2012 mascot. David Two brothers born from steel and from flame,
Moorcroft echoed Chrisds sent i Olympicmascotsleading heroes again d
be extremely proud of William W_enlock, the athle_te, and Ma_ndev_ille,
Will shock us all with such epic skill, -
The audience watched the mascot film for the first time and People everywhere will shout Wef|l ock
were very impressed when the 0 chisBal Year 8- S8 and James Smith Year 8 BS
Wenlock High Street, through the square, over the church and 2012, what a historic year!
down the side of the school. At the end of the presentation, The Olympics are coming, do not fear.
everybody stayed to watch it one more time: it was indeed a Wedl | all go for gold,

roud moment for all of us. And records to hold,
Spring Edition 2011 P As Wenlock and Mandeville cheer! Page 13 /S
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rows behind the High Sherriff.

Above - see if you can spot Jess in this group photograph! Clue: Look a couple of

Shropshire, Hugh TrevorJones, at a
special ceremony held last month at the
Shirehall in Shrewsbury. Young people
from all over the county received awards,
including our very own Jessica Nicholas,
10A3, who received her award for
helping a Year 7 student with medical
difficulties fit into our new school
environment. She was nominated for the
award by outside agencies who assess
how well such students are coping.

| and soon quashed any underhand behaviour.

\o
B

William Brookes School Year 11 students were
a big hit at the Shropshire Telford & Wrekin
Work Experience Conferencewith their version

broadcast many moons ago.
Mrs Williams and WBS students were invited by

Al Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin Education and
Bl Business Partnership to take part in an activity

which involved conference delegates guessing

experience. Not so easy if questions can only be
answered using a O6yes?d
Students sat individually at a table of 8 delegates
and were subjected to two minutes of
interrogation which involved hooters and whistles
(say no more..) Luckily, students had bought
props which were at hand to help the clueless

delegates (mainly teachers!) who tried to resort to cheating and bribery to coax the correct answers from the wily
youngsters (who of course, were having none of it!) In addition, the astute Miss Brown was at hand to oversee foul play

The session was hugely successful and added greatly to
conference has student input and William Brookes provided excellent representation. Delegates commented on the mature
and professional conduct of our Year 11s (far in excess of the adults!) and how well they had interacted with groups of
people they were meeting and communicating with for the first time.

Well done and many, many thanks for taking part!! - Mandy Swain®d Education and Business Partnership

0 The EWidiandBrookes School Newslette*
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GETTO KNOW CATERING
ACADEMY, IN PARTNERSHIP

WITH WILLIAMBROOKES
SCHOOL...
who are we? -
atering
Catering Academy is a : my

dynamic, fresh, young and

vibrant independent catering company, which is
building a reputation for bringing innovative
solutions to a wide range of client facilities.

\We believe our commitment ~ for quality in all
aspects of food service is unrivalled. We deliver a
wide range of fresh food via our Catering Teams,
providing truly personalised menus and food
solutions.

O ur passionate and innovative approach to

food allows us to deliver fresh and exciting dishes,
prepared and served to exceed the highest
quality expectations.

We utilise local suppliers as well as our national

supplier base, providing a national network of local
supply which is particularly important as we love to
use fresh produce.

We only use top quality grade one suppliers

including farm assured, organic and Fair Trade
where applicable.

where are we?

There are 3 main catering outlets in the new
school campus:

Restaurant 1850 o the main school dining room,

open for breakfast club (08.15 - 08.45), during
morning break (10.50 - 11.10) and at lunch time
(13.10 - 14.30)

Café Six 8 open continuously all day (08.00 -

15.00) for Sixth Form students and staff and again
during programmed evening events in The Edge
Arts Centre.

Café Sport 8 located in the Leisure Centre, open

during morning break (10.50 - 11.10) and at lunch
time (13.10 - 14.30), as well as at various times
when the Leisure Centre is open to the public. In
addition, vending is available all day, every day,
with a choice of hot and cold drinks and various
foods.

. o]

Your Onsite Catering Team..

O'Q

Craig & his team, supported by his
Operations Manager Kevin Green, welcome
all new and returning students to the
restaurant, where we offer a well  -balanced &
delicious range of foods & service to help

you through your day.

Contact the Catering office directly on
(01952) 728906 if you have any queries.

theme days

At Catering Academy we regularly organise

theme days for added interest and variety in
the food we offer. As these always prove
popular with the students we find it
encourages the use of the restaurant and
therefore you can be sure that your child is
receiving a nutritious and balanced diet.

nutritional standards

Catering Academy is proud to work with William

Brookes School in conjunction with the School
Food Trust in providing students and staff with
nutritious and delicious food provision. We adhere
to the strict Nutmeg system. This is a software
package whereby everything on the weekly

menu is evaluated, rated and, where necessary,
improved upon.

By putting specific standards in place we can
ensure that your child is neither getting too much

or too little of the
lsnutmeg

right nutrients to
help keep them
healthy.

SCHOOL
FOODTRUST

Eat Better Do Better =
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